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SEPTEMBER
Szgiu:&a?'.
Gr‘own-u?s are nlm)gs talking about the “good old
c{a?'sn nh& hﬂw i"nihﬂs were so much better w“'.Eh
THEY were ki&s.

But I 'H‘\ihk ﬂ‘\c?!irt Jus‘r Jtnlaus because MY
generation has all +his -Fuhr.}z -tec:hholasy and stuff
"I'}\:y didnt have arowiha vp.

Believe me, T'm sure when T have kids of my own,

I*rﬂ gonna be '1+\E. exact same wn?( r-'?‘ ?nr‘eh'i's
are NOW.

WHEN I WAS
YOUR AGE, WE
USED OUR LEGS
FOR GETTING




Moms nlwnys snyihs that when SHE was )tnuhsu:r,
it was Sr‘e:ﬂ because evarybud?f in town knew
r.uerybac!y else and i+ was like one giant {am.‘ly.

But +hat doesnt sound so great to ME. T like
h}( Pr‘i\.-'m:?’ i qhd I ren")’ Jah,‘l' hl:r.rj l:"-'l'.l’?lﬂht

khnwihs my ?ersahn| business.

Mom says the Prul‘ﬂe:w with Sucie-l'y these &nfs is
that wer?fbady’s got their hose ih a screen and
hobod)f takes the time to get to khow the
?eo?it

who live around them.

T dont renlly see eye Yo eye with Mom on that
Issue, "I'houg,h.
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Pers-:rhnll)x, T +think a little separation is a
GOOD thing.

vorrR 11 | |
LEAVES .
ARE IN |
MY YARD 3
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Ln.+e‘?', Moms been 5‘?;“5 nrnuhd towhn wH‘h a
Paﬁ*h'nh to se‘l' ?m?le to 51'0? usih3 +heir Phahes
and electronic 5-1&51'.‘!'5 for 'Forv-tigh'l' hours.

‘Let’s UNPLUG:
to RECONNECT!

Electronics are cluttering our lives! Let's put
down our devices for a weekend and get to
know one another! Who's in?

41.
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Mom heeds a hundred signatures before she can
take the petition fo Town Hall, but she’s I\uv.'nﬂ
+rouble Seﬁins Pm?le +to fnn‘ +heir names on it.

T \jusi’ ]\DFEHS she gives up on +his idea soon,
because its kih& of txhnusﬁha for -H-.t rest of us
to ?re-l'ehd we dont know ]-nar.

T r‘enll?( doht understand why Mom thinks we
need to 9o BACKWARD A nh?fwn?'. From what T
can tell, +he old &a)zs werent that much fun.

1f ?fnu think about i, fﬂ'" hever see d‘n){r:lhe n

those black-and-white Phn-l'ns SMILING.

i }



Tn the old days, ?m?le were just a whole lot
TOUGHER ‘|'i:d.h -H\ey are +ncid.>(.

But human baihas have EVOLVED, and now
we heed -I'hihas ke electric toothbrushes and

slhmi::?ihs malls nhcl saH-s:ﬂe ice cream to survive,




T bet our ancestors would be Pr‘eHy dis::??aih'fe&
with the waf we turned out. But once SUNE{JQJ?’
nvented air—mhcli-ﬁah.'ha, +here ranli?t was ho
+urnin5 back.

e ve gotten so sFoilzd +hat '.I)re:-H?' sooh we won+
eveh hnﬁm 4o leave our hcmes if we clohji' want to.

YOUR BURGER
I SAID NO )
13 SEREER . MAYONNAISE!




Th fact, the w?( were headed, T'll bet a

ﬂ\ausmé ?'e.ari rom Now humnn beings won+ even

have SPINES.

Some FeaFli: con?ldih ‘l"cm‘l: all ‘I'-'his 'l'tc\‘shﬂlasy
has made us soft. But if ?mu ask me, thats not
hacassaril?' a BAD #hins.

There are all SORTS of luxuries mwn&ays +hat
make Pmpiejs lives better. Take 54{:?« wipes, for
tmr--Ple. Ptn?le were using regular toilet paper for
hundreds of ?fenrs, and then all of a sudden some
genivs came up with an idea that was a +otal

ﬂnrﬂe :%\nhaer.




What r'Ed."P! amazes me is that it took so LONG
for people to come up with the idea. T sariausl}(
cant believe the S“f who invented the |i3h+bulb
didnt see bnby wipes coming.

And who KNOWS what crazy ‘H\ihg someone §

gonha come up with next to make our lives easier.

Whatever it is, -l*lquh, Tl be the first in line to
bu?( it.

But if Mom had HER way, wed be living like ?Eo?it
did before there were computers and cell ?hahts
nhd bn’p;; wiF:s.

And T r'ean?f dont want to imagine living in a
world without bnbr wF?es.
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Sunday
Dad says +hat when HE was growing up, in +he
summertime Kids Fln}(ed outside all &d.y, unil Hﬁe?r

got called home for dinner at n;s}ﬁ'.

Well, that's ?r‘e-Hy much the OPPOSITE of +he
way MY summer went this year.

T spent J’ul}* and Ausuﬁ at Film CnnP, where
all T did was watch movies in an air-conditioned

"r}\tn‘ftr for :iﬂh‘l’ haurs a Jn)f.

The main reason L sighed up for Film Cnh? was

becavse T ‘rhuuah-’t it was for ?e::Ple whn are
SERIOUS about movies, like ME.



But I found out i+ was REALLY JUS‘I’ d ?idr_:
where parents could dum? their kids off for some

them? bab}:siﬁinﬂ*
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ﬂ\e clawhs}cle; of s?ehéihs -ﬂm—l‘ mud\ +ime in a dnrk

ﬂ\m-fer i5 'H‘xo.‘l' at “I'he end of *I':he Ja}' it +ook a
half hour for my eyes to ad just to the svhlig}\-l“.
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‘ﬂ'\e other reason T Sished up for Film Cnm? was
to get out of the HOUSE. Ever since we got a

Pa+ P'IS’ it hasnt been a lot of fun I:ve:ihs home.
EsPecinHY not a+ DINNER.

For the record, T +hink its a TERRIBLE

idea 1:‘|"+ih3 the pig eat at +he +able, because i+
ALREADY +hinks its a human beihs. And the
las+ +'I-\ih3 we need is for it to think it's on qudd
{ﬂa‘l'ihs with +he rest of us.

RIS"\'I' after we So"r 'ﬂ‘\& ?13 , Mom 'I"'hnush'l‘ + would
be fun 4o teach it some tricks. So she would give
the pig a cookie when it stood on its hind legs.




But +!.'u: ?is learned to WALK like ‘H\d"’ ; and

i+ hasnt been on all fours ever since. To make
matters WORSE, my li+tle brother, Mnh’ﬁ)!_, put
a pair of his shorts on the P19, so how its like
were Ii\n“ns in the house with a Dism:y character.

|

Mom used +o take the P9 outside, but after i+
s+nr+ec! wu]kihﬂ u?r‘is}ﬁ', vt dr.cicle.d it was ‘oo
Smd for is leash.

Mom was worried that if the pig ran off we'd
never find i+, so she got a collar with one of

those GPS 'Ifdckihs ch'?s in i+,

12



But e\rer?' time Mom put the collar on the P9
within five minutes it would be back OFF. And
dont even ask me how the P9 did THAT, since
pigs dont even have THUMBS.

So now the pig Just comes and goes as it
?hnses, and who KNOWS where i+ sPthds it+s
time. What r‘eall;» stinks is that I have a curfew
but the Pig DOESN'T.

13



T think giving the pig oo many privileges is a
REALLY bad idea. One du}y Pigs will rule the
wnr’.d , ancl 1l be m?( {amﬂfs fault -Fc:-r‘ ﬁ'ar‘*h'h&
it all,

T wouldn+ reaﬂy have an issve with the Pig if
i+ didnt interfere with MY life. But T was late
on the first &“f of school becavse it was "\ﬂ&ﬂihﬂ

'H'\e {Ja.-l'i'\ room.

™ : - .-.. v —\N\I ! %

‘an'h ‘I'hc Fi& n 'H'\l: huuse A I was dr.‘l'udl':}( |aakih3
FORWARD 4o school 5+ﬂr‘“h3. But once T sa'l'

there T realized i+ was Just +he same old +\-\£h3.
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Ahcl +o be ]‘mhesi' w}-ﬂw rnu, I feel like IJ\IE been
in m’&-.“t Schual FOREVER.

T needed 4o mix 'I'\Hihss vp a little or T was
gonhha go r.mz.y. So in 'H'\E first week of sﬂ\anh I.
volunteered for the Homework Buddies program.

TEAM UP WITH AN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
KID TO LEND A HAND!

15



But the main reason T siﬂhe& up was so T could
ski? third Fer‘ia&, which is Music class with Mrs.

Gr‘nzinh{:—.

To give )mru an idea of how 1i-:}r'-.s Mrs. Graziano
hns I:u:i:h ‘l"nc mMUSIC ‘h:nc}\en DAD hn& }w.r whe.'n
he was MY age. And “??“rﬁhﬂf s?eh&iha +’nir+7
years hnchiha middle schoolers how +o 1‘::|n?f musical
nstruments DOES SDME'H‘-.EHS o a persoh.

{0 @*’ ""

==

Last wctk 'I met m)( Ham&wor’:. Bu&&y : 'l'Hs k:&
hdrﬂtd ?rtw. I hn\re ho i&ea w]'\y l;\.l: even si&he&
vp for +he program, 'I'}mug,}n because he's one

of those ?ea?le who reads scientific Jaurha.is and
cu"e&e textbooks for FUN.
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‘ﬂ‘\t first time we 5n+ +n5t-’rher, Frew s’hnwed me

his homework, which was some coloring ahd a word
find. Frew said he didnt need any }\elPJ and then
he asked to see MY homework.

T had at LEAST an hour of Math ?ral:ulms and
a4 Gtﬂgfmf«‘hy assighment +hat wouldve taken me

ANOTHER 4wo hours, but Frew whi??ed ﬂrmsl;\
all of it in about fifteen minutes.

And he wasn+t Juﬁ' fast, he was GOOD. T +urned
in the assighments +he next &n)e , and when T got
'ﬂwm back from m?( '!'e:nn:hersJ T Kad ?e.r-!'-'e.w:-l' scores.

17



At first T felt a li+tle bad about getting help

from a third grader. But then T realized that

Homework Buddies are SUPPOSED 4o hel? each
a‘l‘\'\er out,

So now w*’\tht\-‘tr me nhcl Frew 3t+ ‘I'G&I:‘f‘,ntl'" ? I
Just hand him a P.‘Ee of assighments and let him do
his thing. The way T see it, his is working ovt

for I.'."JE:I"?h:IhE.

T"'\?( ohl)z canlnih"l' about Frew is that sometimes
he's TOO 'nt:l?-{-'uh He's been getting bored

with my homework,, so he started making up
assighments to CHALLENGE himself.
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‘ﬂ'\a o+}\er &df "\E. wrote a paper nnc' n‘l“l‘nthed it
to rﬂ}( REGULAR homework for extra credit. But
lu::k-'b( T checked it over before hnn&;na it in.

.

Detecting Commutative
Permeability in Physics

Dy Ny
For a while T was Just 31&& +o be getting some
homework !.'\E|?. But I’Ecth‘H?’ Tve been +Hhkih3
-de' since 'I:*rn ‘H\e. ohe wi*.o "&iswvered : Fre:w, 'I:

deserve some kind of credit if he goes on to do
big things.

© NOBEL PRIZE®




Mhﬂdu}{
As if our haus& wasn+ crowded ENOUGH, now
GRANDPA is living with us.

‘ﬂ'.t}f raised -ﬂwe rent at Leisure ‘F:wtrs, dhcl h&
couldn+ nffar‘& to live '|'l'\tt"t ahymore. So Mom
invited Grandpa +o move in wHK OUR Fm.’l;:.
Dad wasnt so hot on the idea , even ".'}\aus}\
Grdh&Pn is his own father. But Mom says it will
be Just like +he old t.l'd?‘S, when three generations
lived under the same roof.

T +hink Mom has +his rosy image of +the way -l*hihas
used to be, but T have a TOTALLY different
picture of what it mustve been like back then.

20



1: was nr.+un”y OK. wi'ﬂ\ Grdh&?d mvihs in wi'l'l'i
s until T realized what it meant for ME. Mom

le+ Grnn&?u Pick nn?( bedroom he wanted, and of
course he chose MINE.

[

)

That meant T needed 1o find a new Fln:c +o
Sjli'.E?. T"'?r first 'H'muah-l' was to go o the guest
room, but T Furau*l' that's where the P9 ﬁays.
And there’s no WAY Tm S}xnrina +he ?ullaﬂ

couch with a barn animal.

21



—I. ruled out RODRICK'S room ris%ﬁ' dwa?! ; because
he mish-} udunll?! be a step down from +the PIG.

M?l ohl.y other choice was to room with MANNY,
50 I: 30‘1‘ out the air bed and set it up oh his

floor. But siae?ihs in Mﬂhh?'js room has its
OWN ?rabltms.

Mom reads Mﬂhh?f a bedtime s-h::r?r every rﬁﬁh-!', and
sometimes '1'1\&?"#, rea"y LONG. Thn fact, |a+¢|f

T +hink Huhh)('s been ?iﬂkfhﬂ out the thickest
books 1-.& can find J'us-f to 3e+ oh rny herves.

IN A HOLE IN THE
GROUND THERE : ¥
LIVED A HORBIT. | |

22



Things have been a little tense ever since Grandpa
moved in. You can tell he doesnt renlly approve of
+he wn?( Mom and Dad are rnising us kids, even
%ﬂua}\ he never a.-:+un||>; comes out and SAYS it.

Moms been +r;,'ih3 to Fa-Hy train Mahhy
FOREVER, and she’s experimenting with
St:na'i‘!nihs called “No Pants After Dinner.”

And i+s EXACTLY what i+ sounds like.

‘wn\n-l'*s SUPPOSED +e }\QP?EH 15 +’na+ whah
Mnhh‘y feels +he urge to GO, he'll run to the
bathroom.

23



But Mdhh}; Jus* prances nruuhcl all hish'!‘ wiﬂ\
hu'i'}u'hs on below the waist. Ahd eveh‘i'unlly he
ducks behind the recliner in the famﬂ?r room.

T don+ think Dad’s a hugt fan of No Pants
After Dinner, but T can tell he's even MORE
uhcomqq::—rﬂ‘able wi-l-)n Grahd?a Beihg here to
withess it.

T+s ?re-Hy obvious hw-‘he, Gmhd?n around is
r‘enll?f stressing Dad ovt. And mrer?( +ime ohe

of us kids screws vp, it just makes Dad even
MORE +ense.




What seems o nhhof Dad the MOST is w‘weh
one of us kids asks Mom 1o do surﬂe'l';‘\ihs that we
should be able to do OURSELVES.

Yts-’mrdn?( T asked Mom o open a microwave
burrito for me, becavse T leﬂ)’S have +rouble with
+hose ?Ins-ﬁc ?ncknses.

But Dn& Jun?:d all over rr?f case. Ht snici if I
was stranded on a desert island with a4 thousand
microwave bur‘t‘i‘h:s, IH STARVE 4o &En‘ﬂx
becavse T couldn+ ﬁaurz out how to open +hem

o r-'?( owhn.

'.":.':I

s | -

O Pl Y LA T
=B ey

!
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T told Dad that the chances of me getting
stranded on a desert island with a +housand
microwave burritos were ?reﬁy slim, but he said
T was missing the point.

He said if T dont learn how 4o do -I*\-.ihss {)}(
MYSELF, Tm not gonhha be able to survive in
the “real world."

Another %ihﬂ Dad hates is how Mom still l-\:l?s
me get ren&}( for school in the morning. She
F.‘cks out rn)! clothes +he rﬁaH before, and she
has a c’nnr*i' hahsiha " *ﬂ\e ki‘i‘c]:\l:h to hﬂF me
s+n?e on track.

Soap Breakfast  Teeth Shower Hair

%)
@f

S

’

~

=
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Underwear

Socks

Pants

Shirt

Shoes
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'I. guess Dad was Fre-H)( embarrassed b?z -ﬂ-\e
::hnr-lf, because the other &ny he took it down.
But without that +Hh3 to Sui&e me %rauah the
morning, g got the order of ﬂwihgs all wronhg

a‘ncl l:hcltd up w:nr:'hs sa-:ks over m?f s}\acs.

These 4&75, T think Dad’s Just WAITING {or

me to screw up. ‘ﬂ‘\ES mt’hiha I fnraa-\‘ +to Fu-l‘ +he
cap back on -ﬂ\e +ube of +m+hfnsh, and Dad was

ren&y +o POUNCE.
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T didnt think i+ was a big deal, but Dad gave me
this |uh5 sPe.ec}\ about how “little 'I'}\ihai have 555

i
Eﬂh-ﬂﬁquthtﬁﬁ.

He said if T was a kid growing up in frontier
times and it was my job fo tighten the bolts on

‘i'}\c wagoh wl\tds vt I. FORGOT +o g ‘H‘\th ‘I'.he
wheels would fall off and our fﬁm?!f would get eaten

by wolves.

i & 'I'hnus"\'l’ Dad was beihs kind of dramatic, but
i+ DID make me feel a little guity about +hat
+na+)m[:»ns+e cap.

28



T'm not the ohl}( ohe who's been getting on Dad’s
nerves, H‘mua}\. Lﬁﬂy, Rodrick’s been getting under
Dad’s skin, +oo.

Whenever Rodrick needs gas for his Van, he hits
Mom up -For‘ mhc?’. But a -Few hiah*i's ago he. r-mde
the mistake of doing it in front of Grandpa.

Dad said that from now on, Rodrick has 4o Pd}!
for his OWN gas. And when Rodrick asked how
he was su??ased to do THAT, Dad said i+ was
time for him to getadJ OB.
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So Mom helPaé Rodrick g 'l'l'\rouSh the He|?
Wanted section of the newspaper +o find him a
Jcﬂ: that doesnt rec{u-'r‘e an?t skills or e;-c?eriahce.

'ﬂwty Fi'rmll?! found an ad for a restavrant that's
about fifteen minutes from our house.

WANTEDY!

Seeking motivated individuals (———
0join lhe leam a[ lhe

'I went to ‘H’\E 0|dv'ﬁmy Ice Cream Parlour
for Rowl:?f’s las+ {air-l'h&n?t ?ar-f)r, and that
experience may have PERMANENTLY ruined ice

cream ‘FDF me.




'ﬂm?f have this one dessert on the menu called the
"Feedihs Trwa}\," which is FORTY $Co0PS of

ice cream all in one Iah3 +rn};. And when you ix
different flavors of ice cream +a5=+\‘\er, it Juﬁ*‘r
turns into gray slu?.

s

. _':'--._.---'.'-_‘._:\
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The Gld-"ﬁmey Tce Cream Parlour is one of those
?hm;'.s where the whole staff comes +o YDW +able
o sing for ?mur biﬁl\&n}(. That makes me renl]y

uncom-Forﬁ-aHe, because it's Preﬂ-y obvious *ﬂ\e?t’d
rather be daing ANYTHING else.

() ¢ IT'S YOUR BIRTHDAY 4]
AND WE'RE HERE TO SAY  #

| WE HOPE YOUR DAY IS DANDY
IN AN OLD-FASHIONED WAY J3

e e e Rttt

.........................
T T L T o B T T e i T T B R e
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Rodrick had an interview at the restavrant earlier
in the week, and believe it or not, he got the
Jab. Sn-i-ur&nf was his first h.‘SH of work, and
Mom ‘ﬂ‘mus}ﬁ i+ would be a 5&0& idea for the rest
of us to SurPrise Rodrick and cheer him on.

But when we got 1o +he restavrant, we couldnt
find Kim thwﬁcra. Mom was PT‘EH?I worried, but
nveh-i'unli?' we found him out back.

= IHlll ]l

Mom wasn+ hd.??}( that Rodrick was on trash du-f?',
and she gave the manager a ?sz of her mind.
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But the manager said Rodrick was an "anrK level”
em?\oyae and that everyohe; who works at the
restavrant has o ?n?« +heir dues.

T ?re-H?l sure Rodrick was hu?ihs wed all Just

g0 home and leave him alone after that, but Mom
wanted to stick around. And when Rodrick went

on his fifteen-minute break, we hung out with him
n 'I'hc em?ia}fc: 1auh5t.

Rodrick spent the rest of the hi&’n‘l' -I'akihs the
‘h'd.sh from '1'5ne i:.i‘l'chth out to ‘ﬂ'\t Durn?si'er,

and T guess Mom wanted to see him one more
+ime before we lef+. So she 4old our waiter i+ was
thhy’s bir-!'!mld?r, and the waiter called the whole
staff o our +able.
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But T wish Mom didn+ 90 and do that, because
+here’s SIDNE'H'\I-hs about the smell of Surbnge Juice
+hat ﬁ‘:du)f ruins your appetite.

..AND IF YOURE FEELIN HUNGRY
YOURE AT THE PERFECT PLACE
NOwW JUST BLOW OUT THAT CANDLE
SO YOU CAN STUFF YER FACE!

;1'\} ¥ . ! ‘ ll . \
G “"&. ﬁ'; @' i
LY )

ﬂoﬂd_y
Ln-hz'l?u Moms been trying to get Grah&fm +o
tell us kids about what life was like when HE was

3raw}h3 up.

Grnh&Pn snfs that when he was ?'auhs +}~.E)( didn+
have televisions or nhﬁhihs ke that, so kids

S?E'n'i' most of their time outdoors ?lnyihs 9ames
like Kick the Can.
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Growhw?s are ALWAYS +d|kih3 about Fln?riha
Kick the Can. One time me and Rowhy ur.-funll?'
gave it d —h}( to see what the {ais deal was, but we
quit after about ﬂu‘rﬁy seconds.

WANNA GO -
INSIDE AND

PLAY TWISTED G,EAH

Dad says when he was a kid, he and his best
-Fn'en&‘, Giies, waulcl \juﬁ' use ﬂ\eir imnsihn‘]'iohs nh&
?'m}( all &n?l in the woods.




Well , me and ‘Rawlt?f tried usihs OUR ihnsihn'l'inhs
once, but Rowle?(js dad put an end o it before we
could even get going,

ROWLEY JEFFERSON!
YOU PUT DOWN
THAT STICK RIGHT

THIS INSTANT!

4

Pn& sm':i *]'o&a?!’s Pnr‘thﬂ are a"ﬂ:r?ra‘l'td'ive ’ uh&
‘i'}m‘l' whcn }\f. wds d k:& . he nhcl Giles rmmed -Fr:e
and never even bothered to tell their parents
where -I'l-\a?( were going.

But Mom said i+ was a lot SAFER back in +hose
':la?'sJ and how its oo dahseraus for kids to be off
oh their own without adult supervision. Dad said
that miﬂh-l' be +rue, but kids like me and Rowle?'
need +o learn how 10 PROTECT ourselves.
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Du& Sdu'd 'I.ru',hl:h 1‘.’& was h mi&dle Sthmh "\E dhcl Giles
buried stuff all over town so that if ‘H‘.t?’ ever got
cornered, +\‘xﬁf could 1‘"-'31“& their way out.

But Gr‘ahcl?a ha& a cli-gerehi' Version of ’H\i'hﬁs. He.
said Dad and Giles raided +he kitchen drawer for
silverware, and THAT'S whrﬂ' 1'}'":)1 s‘l'ns’necl all over
‘I'}\r. n:ish’bar’naa:l.

37



N!‘\th Dd&}i rﬂa'l'l'ue.r' r'a-:a“ze& her 'Foflis dhd knives
were missing, she made the bD}JS &IS them all vp
ﬂht] br.'ha ﬂ‘-.e:m BACK.

A\fﬁr H\:rh Dad and Giles 3.::+ -H-\tir l-mh&s oh
some PLASTIC utensils. But *’*\E}( Sa'l‘ into an
argument over whether or not a sFark could be
used for self-defense, and things turned ”8‘}"

Giles told his mother what Dad did and showed
her +he anrk marks +o prove it T guess +hose

mustve been different times, because Giless mom

bent Dad over her knee and SPANKED him.



See, ﬂ\d'l"s +he ?mHtm w:"l'i'\ ?uﬁihs too much stock
in the old clnys. You remember all the GOOD stuff,
but rou for‘sﬂ about the time ?!au got s?nhka& I:?'
your best friend’s mom.

Wednesday

I guess I 'I'l'\r:tl..rﬂl'\'l’ Gruhdpn would live wi'l‘l'\

us for a little while and then find a ?I:u:z that
was c]\e;n?er than Leisure Towers. But now T'm

starting fo worry that its PERMANENT.

And thats not a sno& -H-\ih&, becavse T'm not
sure how much 1ah3er T can be Mmhhfs roommate.
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For one 'H\n'hﬁ, t's not t;lis‘rﬁﬁt& +to share 4 room
with a person who doesnt wear pants after dinner.

TRA LA LA LA
LA LA LA!

e

-":\ncl Grandim*s almost Jus+ as bad. When he moved
out of Leisure 'T;.:wars, h.’i 5irlfr.'ehd, Dar!ehz,
broke vp with "\ih. L:h'l':ly " he's been mFihs
around the house in a bathrobe, which means T

cant renH?r have {friends over.
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1 ﬁsure 'I'l'\e sooner Grnhclva*s back in +the game,
the sooner he moves out. So Tve been shawihg
Gruh&?a how 4o do online dating to hnl? him
break out of his funk.

I ‘I'Hhk 'I’\n: crta.‘l'n:cl d MONSTER, 'I'l\ausllh. an
Grnh&?dis on the campu‘mr ‘|'WE:h‘|7/-'1rDu!" hours a

dn?(, and he's got at LEAST ﬁ-ﬂy re!n-fiohshn'?s

saihs simultaneous! }(

Dont even ask me )c'.aw }\c kte?s track of w}\ajs w}m.

Belinda Bethany
has sent would like

-ty you a wink to meet

you
Martha Tiffany
likes your has sent
profile you a
picture "3 poke
Sylvie Marjorie
likes your thinks you
| knock- are nice

knock joke

1



Things are starting to turn around for Rodrick,
too. He +old Mom he got a promotion at work, so
of course tonight we had o pile into the car to
90 show him our SUPPnﬁ'.

T'm not sure if T4 call Rodrick’s new position a
PROMOTION " 'I’]naugh. 'ﬂ\z?!“u'e 5n+ l'\im dressina
up as Oid-"ﬁne?f Tobias, the restaurants mascot.

APFamnﬂf the 9vy who had the job LAST got
fired for b:ina seen without his head on. And

I’n Suessihs w\\erx it comes to mascots, H\.cﬁ‘s d

HUGE. no-no.
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O'Ic'-"ﬁrwe?i "E:I:ias IS SuP?osed +to wnll:: ar‘auh& ‘H’\e
restaurant and 90 from table to +able mnl:ihs
li+tle kids }"’?P?" But as far as T can +ell, he h
the OPPOSITE effect.

as

Th fact, kids seem +o I"td.“?l HATE OH-‘ﬁmy
'Téubins. "a]heh we 5a+ there -l’nhi\c_:,’n-h Rodrick was

5e++;n3 it from evarr side.

W

13




Ro&r‘ick 'l‘nlt;l Mom 'I‘l'm'l' h‘s mahager warhcd Hm
i he was ever cauglﬁ without his ﬂ:bins head on,
hed be fired on the s?a-i'.

Luckﬂ;{ , ohe of the eyes oh the costumes head
comes out, which is the c—hly way Rodrick was
able +o s-l'ny }ﬂ?'dr-ﬁ'a&.

I*m s+ar‘+fh5 +o wonder if the Su?l who had the

\jﬂb dressﬁnS up as GH-"ﬁme.y Tobias got fired
on PURPOSE.

”I{.' I. hdd to bet on }ww |ah5 Rodrick lasts, IA
3‘-"'"’-' Hm two weeks ? Jm?s.

4



igay
All the buzz at school has been about +his 555
+r.'P +o Hardscrabble Farms +hats coming up
next mhﬂ\.

N]-.ah 7.::—:; 3e+ to m)( srn&e, 'ﬂ'\e wl-\ale class goes oh
a wee:klnhs +ri? +o this Pinr.e where you sier.F n IuS
cabins and learn about nature and hard work.

T'm sure its a blast if ynu‘rt into that sort of
ﬂ\ihﬂ, but The dh’:dd}( decided T'm gohna be

the one kid who sﬁ‘ys BACK when avtrybo&y

else heads off on the trip.




And while the REST of my classmates are sweating
it out in the woods, T'Il be in the school |ibrnry
e;h\ja?fiha all the comforts of the modern world.

AAAHHH?

| FWOOS5,,_|

=4

Moms been 'l'r?!fhg +o sl:'I' me to r.]\dh&t h}( mih&
because she thinks Tl regret hot going.

'I.. rea")( c!mul}*'r fhﬁls gohha %n?Peh, ‘I'l*.augh. I"ura
heard horror stories from kids who went nwny to
Hardscrabble Farms, and T remember the letters
Rodrick sent home when HE went there.




Th fact, Rodrick seemed kind of travmatized b?:
the whole experience. When he got back from the
trip he crawled into bed and ﬁafed there for an
entire weekend.

———— e

e e, | P
a&sﬁ"‘}

— MO

= -
=

’E&ay was the deadline for Pitkih& who you
wanted to room with, and at lunch everyone was
s:rmfsiihs to get into a Saud cabin. T was 3|m5 T
nlraa&}( decided T wasnt going, becavse T r-;-.a"}(
Jidhjﬁ' want to n:ltni wi‘l']n all +]~.n+ clrnrm.

T felt a little bad for Rowh:?r because he was
muh‘HhS oh buhkihs with ME. When T 4old him T

wash + 505?13 on the 'i'n‘P, he went around Seeiha if
dh?fﬂht‘. 1‘1&& an u?enihs in +h-:ir cabin.
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But ’D?' 'l'l'\e eh& of -I'}\e 'iuhch ?er.‘od, -I'hihss weren+
|nakih5 309{1 for Hm.

T cant re:n"y worry about P\owlr.)f, 'l'hau‘-:ﬁ\ , because
The got my OWN Prablem to deal with.

Mc:thcl-njy, Mom and Dad got a letter from the
school 5-1f.’h3 'i"hﬂ}# had +o come in for a SPEtinl

?nreh-}--‘reqcher conference.

T Ve been worried sick all week becauvse T
thought T mustve forgotten to cross Frews
name off of one of rn;/ hornework nssishmeh‘l's
and T was in trouble.

But that wasnt it ot ALL.
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The reason the school asked Mom and Dad o
come in was to tell them that my homework
5rndes have -‘m?rmra& 50 r-w':}‘u *I'he:y’ra PerihS

me in harder classes.

Well, T'm sure Frew will appreciate hnviha more
challthgihs homework, but he cant be there to
"\&l? me Jur‘ihs TESTS. So unless I cdhn fiﬂur‘e
out a way to sneak him into school, Tm never

Sannn ?&55.

When Mom and Dad came home from the ?areh+~
teacher conference, Mom said we needed to
celebrate the "3.::-&:} news.

19



Of course THAT meant 3";“3 +o -I-]-\e G]d*ﬂmty

Tce Cream Parlour.

T was getting a little sick of spending every
his}\‘l' at Rodrick’s wurk, and T +hink Grnh&Pn
Was -Feelihs the same way. He told Mom ice cream
makes his gums hurt and he wds gohha s+n7' }mrnr.
this time around.

T 4ried using +he same excuse, but Mom was
dead set on us 34::-51*-3.

When we got to the restavrant, though, Rodrick
was nowhere to be found. The manager +old Mom
‘I'}m‘l' Rn&n’ck hever shawccl up -Fnr worl:.

i
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%ui’ sent Mom into a PANIC, and we 30‘1' back
n 'H\'E vanh to 90 look for Hm. We drove all over

the place, and we 'F-‘hn“‘y found Rodrick wnikihg

along the side of +he Liahwa‘y.

When we Pulled over, Rodrick got in the van and
txPldiheJ what haP?ehe&. He said there was a
traffic jﬁm on the Hal-.wn}( and he was gonha be

late for work. So he sn-l' into the car-Pnni lane,
where he tnuh:l go o lot+ FASTER.

But the rule for +he cnr~?ml lane is that you
have 4o have at least TWO Fto?le in )’””r vehicle.
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So Rodrick made i+ look like Old-“ﬁmey Tobias was
siH.‘hS hext +o him in the passenger seat.

Uhfar-lfuhn-fel?r , Some enﬁle-ﬁyeci cop Pulltd him over.
=7 LOPED G

o— mn:

el debind

et e et

POLICE

'ﬂ'\: cop wasnt amused and gave Rodrick a ticket
for one hundred dollars. Then he found all sorts
of *H\ihss wrong with the van, like a broken
‘hi"i&l‘\‘l’ nh& dn e:.t?irecl ihchc‘h'ah s+icl:tr.

After that, the cop had Rodrick’s van +owed

and lef+ him stranded on the side of the road. So
Rodrick was a HUGE target for all the kids who
were stuck in -!'}\e traffic Jnm.
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Mom +old Dad +o drive home so she could throw
Rodrick’s costume in the washing machine. But
whnh we Sa-l' to our street, *H\e.re WEre cars

?arkeci up nhd &m-.rh oh boﬂ'\ s-'c]es*

There were even cars ?nrked on our LAWN, which
wds ?re-Hf s+r‘u.h3e.




We had to ?nrlt the van at the bottom of the
hill and walk up the street. When we 'Ifihn"?! got

+o our ya.rd, you could hear loud music coming from

"H’\E %WQUSE.

Ahd wheh we c-?e'ned the front da:.u:n*j there was a
RAGING ?nr-f)r going oh inside.

We !.'\n& to ?us}\ ‘I'hr"::-ush ‘H‘\E crowd to find
Gmh&?d, who was out back in our old hot +ub.
Ahd from +he look of +Hh5$, he was hﬂinﬂ the
+ime of Hs LIFE.
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Dad kicked everyone out of the !aausz, which
+ook FOREVER, r-ms-ﬂy because no one was in 4

|:i3 hurr)! to leave.

When ever?’nhe. was gone, Dad it into Grnhd?a.
for \‘\ﬂih& d Par-i'y.

=)



Gruh{i?u said he didnt PLAN on hnvihs a ?ar-}y.
He said he tried 4o invite ONE iudy from his
cld'i'ihs site over 4o watch a movie, but he mustve
dt_t}&mﬂhllly hH' Hse.hcl all.” A,hd flht.n E.Ue;r?(one

shawe& up at onhce.

Dad was rtnll?‘ mad, but it mustve been awkward
for Hm ‘o come vp w.’-ﬂw a Fmis]-.meh-'r for }\.‘s
owh -Fnﬂ‘mr‘.

1 guess he couldnt think of dh}"fhihs better, so
he just put Grandpa in time-out.
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T wish we had done a better Job of iltnl“ih& out
the Par-}?' guests when we got home, ﬂ-.nug}n
because there were a few stragglers in Mann s
room who didnt ?ake their heads out undil *ile?'
+hau3’n+ +he coast was clear.

Tuesday

Ever since Grnhépn had his ?nr-l?r, Dad hasnt
been willihs +o leave him home alone. And when
DAD cant be there to watch Hr-:, he makes one
of US do it.

Grnh&?dis suPPau& to sit in time-out for an
haur‘ d Jd}l +o work off Hs Pumshmt'n‘f ; but
he likes 4o do that in front of the television
instead of in -ﬂ\e corner.
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So if you’ﬂ: on Grnhcl?n &U‘Z, yau have o watch
whatever HE wants o watch.

UP YOUR NOSE
WITH A RUBBER

But Aur‘inﬂ the school &n?(, Grah&Fa. is home
ALONE, and T +hink Dad’s nervous theres

gonna be another Pdf‘"‘?‘.

So he went out and buug]ﬁ one of those webcams
to make sure there isn+t any 'Fu'r'-.h?( business going
oh w’nﬂe h:‘s at work.

I clnh"'r khaw w}xer‘e ha PUT it, emc'ﬂ?f. But whad'

T DO know is that he's not just using it to keep
an eye on GRANDPA,
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GET YOUR
FEET OFF THE
COFFEE TABLE.

T all for +achhalaa>(, but not when it's used
AGAINST me. T dont like }mvihg 4 camerd in
+he house ; because hawnclu?'s 'ﬂ‘v:rt are cameras

t’ﬁl'tl’?(whtrt }mu turn.

Anc] if ?fau ever do same‘ans ambarrassihs n 4

?ublic ?inca, trust me, it's gonha 5¢+ remrdr:d.

SECURITY |

N

But the worst %ihg is cell ?l‘\nh& cameras, because
huwmld)'s EVERYBODY'S got one.
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Last summer wl\eh I was 3e++ih3 out of Jr!he
towh ?nol, m?f ba-i'}\ihg suit fell down a little and
tverynha Saw T hn?Pen.

And before T even dried off, the ?ic-}ures were
Pas‘re& all over the Tnternet.

N
’“ (N Carla

Saw this at the
town pool today!

ﬁ 24 likes

This kid really
"cracked" me up!
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‘ﬂ'\tse &d?’i }(-:-u can even 3&":‘ in trouble for 'I'nliiha
a ?ith.-rt'. IJ'F YOURSELF. A few mﬂh”ﬂ’\ﬁ ago we
went 4o brunch after church, and when we left
the restavrant, T fel+ lke T rrés}ﬁ' have s?innc]{\
in my teeth.

I wash + nhyw\-\ere hedr & mirror, so I {Jarrnwtd
Moms cell ?'nahe +o take a picture of m?lsdﬂ Just

+o make sure.

o ._
But some lad): in front of me ﬁmua}ﬁ T was
‘i'qkihs a Pha‘i‘ﬂ of HER, nhd she wouldnt let

us leave until she looked -I'\'\ruug,h the Ficﬂ-res oh
Mom's ll:'t'\ohe +o make sure T HADN'T,
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Now that T think of it, that mightve been
wha-‘r s*htr‘ﬁd Mom on —I'Hs electronics-free idtu
+to |>e3ih with.

SFtﬂkihs of w“.i-t%‘\, Mom 3°+ all ‘H\t sishd.'fur‘es
she needed 4o take her petition o Town Hall.

The way she GOT +hem was '57 intercepting all
'H'\e Fur-'r).(gaers as +’ne>’ were |cav5h3 our }muse
+he other his"\'l'.

A-F“I’tr Mom +ook ‘I'hc Fr‘h"l‘ioh +to "E-wh Hn", ‘ﬂ\.e
leaders had a vote and made i+ official. So this
Sn'l'ur&n}( " 'I‘}\E. w*wie ‘owh 15 Soihs to vu‘uh'i'a.rﬂy
”“Pl'“'ﬂ for the weekend.
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Moms made it her mission +o get the word out o
as many Faoll:le as ?assiblz. Tm +r)fih3 to kca? a

low Frofile until this whole +h'h5 s over, but Mom
hasn+ been mnl:iha it ms)x.

T think tu*i"ﬁhs ourselves off from +he outside
warH i5 a {'mcl Iclen. I-!-r +]~.er‘e:}$ a zombie aPatad?zPSe.

or SﬂmE‘l'l’\ih& bis like that, were gohna be +he
LAST ones 4o know.




ri 5}{
As Par-% of this electronics-free weakah&,
tueryahejs Su?Posaé to come down to the town Parl:

tomorrow for a vulun*tnr}.f ch:nhu?.

But it's gohha +ake a lot more than one afternoon
+o make a dent in THAT mess.

These cln?:s, +he ?nrk looks like sarrne‘l'l'\ih& ouvt of

a movie where there's been a nuclear war.

o



The Purl: used to be NICE, but +Hhss went
downhill when +he town ran out of mohey.

The main reason was because +hey vaﬁ:& to buflcl a
ohe-way “cell Phahe onl)e“ Pud'ln ﬁ\rnuah +he I:'uurkJ
since hdlf ‘I'}\e: +ime ?:aPle on *I'he REGULAR

?a"rh weren+ wn'|'c]m'h5, wherc ﬂ'\t}f were 30Fh3.

So all 'I+.t rnahe?: ‘l']'\d‘l' was suP?nse& to g0 to
r:sulnr tlenhu? weht to this new Fd‘ﬂ‘\ for me:ie
who wanted to use their electronic devices while

-ﬂ-\ey walked.
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But the PraJec+ got too ex?emi\re , and 'ﬁ'\ﬂ)! had
to cancel it before ﬂ-.e)f finished the {an-'rbriJge

over +\~m crze.l:.

The ?nrk got r'l:d-“?( run-down after that, and
families 51‘01}1}&4 comihﬂ ohce +e¢ha5¢r5 took over.
So if +he PeaPle organizing this E|Edhu? are smart,
+he first +hin5 ﬂ\:?"" do is find an exterminator
+hat specializes in feenagers.

SEterg?{
'I hawt ho idea whd.‘l' tirme 'I. woke vp “'I'his rr:arhihs,
because the clock on Manny's dresser was uh?lusseé.

Thn fact, EVERYTHING in +he house was
uhPlueee& , which goes to show that Mom was

"I‘nkihs *ﬂu"s electronics-free 'I'Hna ?r'c.'l"l?l |i+¢rnu?r.
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ﬂﬁt hext +Hh5 I noticed was 'H'\ui' 'H'\r:re were a
LOT of PEnPh out wulk[ha N -H\E hﬁghbnr“l‘mu&.

So T quess evaryaha had decided +o get into +he
“old=time" spirit.

IS
1

T was Pldhhihs oh just relnxiha and ren&inﬂ

comic books on the couch all ddt, but Dad said T

should take n&h‘nh-i'nae of all the “foot +raffic.”

He said when HE was a kid, he and Giles c?!:he&

a 1emha&e 5+and ahd enrhed Ehﬂu&lﬁ mhe?l to bu
them each a new skateboard. T said T ﬂmuﬂ}ﬁ a
|cmhn&e S‘h:mcl was a GREAT i&ea.
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Dad surprised me by handing over twenty dollars in
“seed mahey" to )neli:r me get started.

I knew 'I. was gonha need a business Pnr-l'her,
so T called Rnwle}( and told him to come down.

8 ﬁﬁut‘t& we d get going b?t |aukih3 vp the

recipe for lemonade on the Tnternet, but Mom
had hidden the power cord to the com?uﬁr. 'k
was a little embarrassed o ask Dad, so me and

P\awie}' Jccide& to wih& it.

T knew wed need lemons for sure, so we rode our
bikes down o 'ﬂ\e convenience store nh& boug,h-l'
out their whole SUPPI?r.
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\r-“-\eh we so-i‘ ba.-:}: lwrvse, we d;dh'-'r kmw +’ne exact
number of lemons to put in the ?H'c}\e:r. So we
went on the Hah side Juﬂ' +o be safe.

T was F't"t'\"f)f sure +he ah|;,} other ihﬁrcdieh'l' for
lemonade besides water is SUGAR, but we didnt
kinow huw mur.h of THAT we were swt':?nstd to use,
either. So we Just eyebd."td it.

i 'I'hous"\'l' after that we were Prt‘H')J much 300&
+o 90, but +hen Dad came clawhs-mirs, saw what
we were Jaiha, and told us we got it all wrohg.
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Dad said that, first of all, the GREEN lemons
we buual-.-t were u-:.+un|l}( LIMES, so we had to
5e+ rid of those.

Then he said that o make lemonade we needed
to

anrto-Hhee laraoes . ANHR. FvoutdivE Qe BideE +dHerow
at the {:csihhiha.

e ——

But Ruwley was +too scared to cut the lemons because
\‘sc sm'J *I"nc).f'& make !ru's 1'.7‘&5 water. 'I: +¢|cl him he
was seﬂihg lemons confused with ONIONS.

He wash+ ’Dudgihsj -I'lﬁnush, and T knew T had
to do s::maﬂ\ihs about it or he wouldnt he.!;? out.

Soe T &ug around in +he garage untl T found a
mask Rowle?r could cover his eyes with.
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Once Rawit?r calmed down, we started cutting +he
lemons, which was a LOT harder than T +’nuu5\-.+
i+ would be.

When T sliced into +he FIRST lemon, T got a
shot of Juice riﬁlﬁ n m?( eye..

T+ stung ke CRAZY, and T could bareiy see.
Rowle;! took the snorkel out of his mouth and
started in with the whole “T +old you so stuff,
but T didnt wanna hear it.

)



After T got m?i vision back, we squae:?.e& all of
our lemons into 'l']nn water nh& set up our $+ancl
on the sidewalk.

S
%
"
M
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A few people s-I'uF?e& B}(, but it was just to
criticize evtr?iﬂ-\ihg we were do:‘hs. One lud?: told
us we needed to stir the lemonade 4o mix the

Sugar in better. But even after we cl.& THAT, sha

wouldnt make a Pur-:hnsc.

-

Another 3vy who tasted our lemonade -.:am?luine&
that i+ was too SWEET.
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The next few ?eo?la said the same +‘nih3. So T
dm?ed out half the Pﬁ&mr and added more water.
But people didn# like where T GOT i+ from.

NF

One 3”}' had a ?ral:ﬂcm with the fact +hat we
were usins +5ne. Same Slnss for rﬁ.rer?; customer,
even *I'}mu&’h 'I: E)I:Pln:l;hl!.d' +to Hm *H\n*l' we were
rinsing it out after every use.
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We sa'l' tired of sEHIhs out in the hot sun and
decided our lemonade stand would work Just as well
as a self-serve business. So we Pu+ out a Jar where

?ea?le caulc! Pn?! for w’nu‘i‘ 1')(\5?! &rnhl:.

Bt +’ru: Semh& yau set up ah .hr:.-har 5751‘&!‘\1 A
suneﬁn&;{'s gotta go and ruin it for EVERYONE.

We realized we were Jus*!' gohna -'hnve to suck i+ up
and mah ‘ﬁxe lemonade stand full-time. So we 30‘1’
another glass from the kitchen cabinet and headed
back outside.
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T started to notice that the ?m?}e wdlkihs UP
the hill looked a lot thirstier +han the ?e.:?h
walking DOWN it. So we Pasﬂ& 4 new pricing
?niicy to take full n&\mn‘l'aﬂe.
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A tm?lt of ?Eu?it +\mu35\+ our jar was for

TIPS, and -H'\e;( dropped in some loose change.
A-F*I'e:r #’n-ﬁ', we S‘I'd.r‘l'e& Pushins ‘H‘\e h'?s A

because ah}i mhe;( we I}rous\‘\‘l' n ‘I"hr.l.+ wa}J was
100% ?ro-ﬁ+.




I was s-l'dr'l'iha to feel Saad about +Hh35 until a
kid named Cedric Cuhhihshnm set up his OWN

lemonade stand a few houses down.

And it was prety obvious he had h:l? from his
parents, becavse HIS stand made ours look like
a JOKE.

ICE-COLD |

See, -H-u's is -ﬂ-\e Frable,m wker\ ?’nu \-\m an uriﬂihnl
idea. Five seconds later }(uu:ft got a million ca??aca-l's.

'Ilrn a ?ro-rr.ssiohﬂ ” ‘l'haush 5 qhd 'I. wash + sahhn
+ake a little competition ?ersahnlly. So T offered
Cedric 4wo bucks to take his lemonade stand
down, and he nsraed to .
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But a minvte later, 1\1: set up his s-l'nh& asni'n,
+his +ime Jire:dly across the street from us.

'I was Seﬁihs Frr.H')/ nhha;{e&; because we were
ruhhihs out of lemhdcle nhc! 1 khew Dnd wnsntl'

gorna give us any more money for .‘hsredieh-fs.

That's when T realized if we sold WATER

instead of lemonade, we would save ourselves a lot

of hassle.

Plus, it was pre obvious Cedric had cornered
the lemonade market, ESPECIALLY after he
?u‘l' up Hs new sish.

[ICE-COLD |

~zlHelp m bu
15 medicine for
T sick kit [|
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But I knew if we were gonha sell water, i+ would
have to seem zﬁrq-s]:t:cinl to get meala +o PAY
for it. So T came up with an awasnme-souhdihs
name, and then T filled Mﬂhh)f‘s bn{))’ Paﬂi with

water so we wouldht run out for a while.

=i

'I:f we were gohha call H’xis stuff “fitness
water,” wed have 4o let Fm?‘he know it m:‘}un"?(
WORKED. So I l'm& Rowit?( do some JUNPEHS

jacks and ?ush-uys in front of our stand.
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The ?roble;m s, Rowle?l's hot in the best sha?e, 50

it was a bnc‘f look for our caanh?:.

Luckﬂy, 4 gy who was qc-h.-nlly in Sl\d?t came up
the hill r:‘&)n-l* after that, and T offered +o pay
him a few bucks if he +old everyohe he got that
w:?( b}( drink-'hs our NRG Fitness Water.

Bt T guess he had better +}1£h5$ o cfo, because
h-_ +o|d us i\e wasn+ ih-l'treﬁecl.
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Uhfor+uhn+t|?!, a 3!.?: wdlkihs DOWN 'I"*.e H"
overheard us, and he said he'd be HAPPY 4o

e;nclarse, our ?rodud.

Not +o be mean or uh)'-fhihaj but +his 3""}’ Jeﬁhi-l'el)(
did not have the look we were after.

So +o make him go away, 1 ?nid him three bucks
+o +ell ?EQ?IE he DIDNT drihk our S‘I'm{f.

T realized we were still competing for btuarnae
dollars with the kid across the street and that if
we were gohna make any REAL mohey, we heeded

to move our operation to a whole new market.

And T knew Just +he Place? the +own Fnrk.
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\\Ii'ﬂ\ 'I'h: hs c!EnhuF soihs on down 'H'\trt "

L ﬁﬂureé +here would be a TON of -ﬂuirﬁy
volunteers. So me and Rowla;r loaded up @ wagoh
with as much of our ?raclud' as we could carry

and headed down the hill.
2 U

Ha|{wa},l +o flm'; ?nrk 4 Rowle?l Sm'd '.hf.'. was Jz]n?'&rn'fecl
and needed a drink. T didnt wanna 5+o?, but he
|uaked like .hc was gohnd pass out. So 'I le+ 5n|'m
+ake a bottle and made a note to dock his pay

later on.
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When we got down to the ?nrl:, it seemed like the
whole TOWN was there. E.ver}!ohc was wnr‘kiha
re.a."?e }mrd ! d.'n& it was PrerHy }\a::r‘r out.

As a BONUS, the water fountain was broken 4
whi-.:]n meant Pta?ie cli&h"i' .hdﬂuft nh?* real o?ﬁahs ‘Far
quehc%\ihs their thirst. So me and Rawley khew we
were gonha make a KILLING selling our stuff.

Uhmfnr‘-l'uhn-i'tlyj Mom s?aﬂcd us r‘ig,’n'i‘ away and
asked what we were up to.

T +told Ker we were gohna sell our fithess water to
anyone who was willing to shell out a few bucks.
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But Mom said it was "-I'nck)’" to ?raFH- off a bunch
of volunteers who were sncri{:inihs their Saturda
to clean vp the Fark. T +old her averybad?'

who drank our water would be able +o volunteer
TWICE as hard, and the whole clenhu? would g0
a lot c.'luicker.

While me and Mom were arguing about this, the
ladies who were wnrkfhg on the flower bed -h:r+n1|y
rai.-_JgE.r.l our Su??lies.
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And before we could do nh}!‘ﬂ'\ihs about it, 'ﬂ'\ef
had ?c:um& our whole fh"u’lt.h"rnl'y of fitness water

into the sr.-::-uhd like i+ was JuS"r some chenP Juhk.

I c!.& d quick caleulation n‘n& -ﬁgure& ﬂm‘l‘ wds
at least 4wo hundred dollars in lost Pra{H‘s
seeping into +he arnuhd. But +hose ladies Just
went FESH‘ back to their Plnh-’ﬁhS like it was o
bis deal.

S+ill, it wasnt too late for me and Rowley +o
turn +his thing around. We gathered vp the

em?'%)/ bottles and headed down to the creek

for a redill.
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Mom S'i‘e??ﬂc} N our wn){. She told me and R-owhf
she wanted us to !’ml? the volunteers with the
cleanup, and handed us some lawn +ools +o get
started.

'I :xFlaihtcl ‘l‘hn“r we were BUSINESSMEN nh&
REAL businessmen dont work for free. But before
I was even done -I'n'lkihs, Rowle;/ was on his hands

and knees ?ldh'ﬁhﬂ ?erehhiﬂs.

T knew T had 4o get out of there as ciui-:kl?r as
?ussiﬂa or ID get r‘nFE& in, too. But Mom was
ohe S'h:F ahead of me.

She said when T was little she used to take me
+o the Pnrl: every ciay, and that those were her

mos+t s?er.ini memories of the 4wo of us.
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She told me if we DIDN'T clean the Fdrk,
OTHER moms wouldn+ be able 4o have the same
kinds of precious moments with THEIR kids.

See, Mom knows EXACTLY "\uw +to 3&'1‘ ‘o me.
And that's the reason T found n?(sei-F rnkiha leaves
for FREE instead of mnkiha a truckload of money.

‘ﬂ\t rake Mom gave me was a Piact of J'uhk, -’fhnuah,
but when T asked for a new one, she said ever?rbad?'
was &oinﬂ their best with what ‘H’lﬂ;{ had.

T+ took me a half hour o scrape +a3e+}\er a mtd.s'?l
?ile of leaves, and then a bunch of little kids came
ﬁdrihs ﬂ'\ral..-ﬂ}'\ it and undid all m?' }'\:ﬂ"d work.
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Dont ask me why people brought their little kids
to the llmrk cleahu?, because they were no “-.el?
at ALL. Tn fact, +he:y were CONSTANTLY

getting into +rouble.

A’i’ ohe ?oihi‘ a |>u’m:1~. of ‘H‘\Em were Plac.‘ha n a
?.'Ie of fertilizer, and someone had +o chase them

out of ‘l'\m:r:.
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The whole ?nrk cienhuP effort was TOTALLY
disorsnh[z.a&. Nnbnd}i was reully in c\\nrse, so it

was J'u5+ mmPh-’i‘e CHAOS.

'ﬂ\ihss got even CRAZIER when a bus pulle&
into the ?nrkihs lot and a bunch of teehagers in
orange JUMPSU;‘H filled out.

COMMUNITY SERVICE




A?Faren-i-ly these guys were bused in to serve
their ?uhishmni' for committing crimes like
shoPliﬁh‘h& and vandalism. And f T had +o quess,
-I’t.‘l Sn}( a -F:w mc +}1em were &irr.d‘l?( resFamEHe
for the sraﬂiﬁ oh the P!a?egrouncl equipment.

The community service 3""}’5 were more interested
in goofing off than pitching in. And some

of the stuff ‘H\f:)( were &uihﬂ was &nwhrigl'\'i‘
DANGEROUS.

But riﬂlﬁ' w}\eh it seem&& like it couldn+ st'l' nh?'
worse, a bunch of vans rolled into the Pdrkihﬁ

lot and an entire Girl Scout troop ?aurac] out of
ﬂ‘\e. Ve)nides.
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Ahcl it looked like ‘H‘.t}( meant BUSINESS.

-vmfrr"""r

ii

4.°,

\*JH'HH ten minutes, 'H‘u:)( .hd.& orsdhiz.tcl t'ftr)’ah:

at the Pnrk cleahup into se?nrnﬁ teams, with a
Girl Scout in chnrge of each one.




M?( team was rﬂ?umible for raki‘ns leaves in the
?h?fsrnuhd area, nhcl 'ﬂxe 3.’r‘| in charaa of m?f

group was d Brownie.
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T+ was a little r_ml:nrrdssihg ; but +o be honest
wiﬂw 7.::.1.:, I was HAPPY 1'-'he Gfr’; Scouts came in

and WHP?EJ :Htr}(bady nto 5}1:1?\:.

E.ver?« time Tve seen the Girl Scouts get involved
with a project, Tve been IMPRESSED.

A few months ago, the fowh wanted to buld a
r.ammuhi'}y 3draﬂ'ﬂ; but hn{‘mnlry could 3E‘|* their act
+n39:+l-\er and the project fizzled out.
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But then the Girl Scouts Swaa?t& in and bult the
whole +Hh3 oh a Suhc!d}' afternoon.

I*H +ell yau 'I'Hs-‘ I*F P(nu ?u-f a4 group of I?oys r--y
age in c]-.urat of Snmt'ﬂ'\iha like +that, hcﬁ\ihs
Snnd would come of it. ESPECIALLY if +here

were power tools involved.
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E.'u'eh ‘I‘}\cws'n 'l'l'ie?f were at 'ﬂ'\e town ?ark to work F
the Girl Scouts werent gonha let an cP?m‘-l'uhiv
4o do some fun&ra.‘sihs pass them b)(. 'ﬂ'w:y set

up a stand o sell makies, and one of their first
customers was MOM. So 'I guess s’nz’d Cl".dlhﬂtd
her mind about ?m?lc scllihs stuff +o volunteers.

T was Slncl +he Girl Scouts were runhing +he show,
bu‘!‘ ‘I'-'hey were war‘kihs us HARD A-F‘I’er dan haur -::--IC
rnk:'hs ’ T was worn out dand wanted to g0 home.

But it was clear -H\e?r weren + letting ANYONE
9o until the last leaf was bdaae&.

Another person in my group who seemed a li+tle
worn out was my Homework Bud&y; Frew.
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OTHER ?m?lt Fisure& out how smart Frew is,
and a buhth of grown-ups started bu&aihs Hm
for stuff ﬂ“‘f‘& usunll:,r get from +heir PHONES.

FREW! HAVE
ANY CATS DONE
ANYTHING

FREW! WHAT'S
FREW! HOW'S \ THE WEATHER
THE STOCK FORECAST
MARKET FOR THIS
TRENDING?

I ha‘l‘:’tcd *I']\n‘l' E.‘H'l:r‘}( 5na.|'l: hnur, +\‘w; Girl Scouts
rotated from group to group. So durih5 a

thnhsihs m{ "I'}\i: sunr& ) ‘]: Sdw m}( nPFor'I'uhH?l
and TOOK it.




I knew EXACTLY whtre I was l‘\:ddt& , too!
the creek.

Whe‘n I was on *ﬂ'\e swim team in first ﬂf‘dclﬁ .
Dad used +o clrap me off at the town ?ool :vtry
dn)(. But the MINUTE ke drove nwn)f i T4

run down to the creek and catch minnows until

Pmc-ﬁm was ovVer,

Td nlwars make sure T got back +o the Poal before
Dad came +o ?Etk me up, and 14 JUMF in at the
last second so it looked like T'd been swimming

the whole time.
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But once, Dad came EARLY 4o watch me ?r"m'.'l‘icl: ;
and I guess I 3a+ :nrried uwn;« :ﬁ:hihs minNows.

So I ended up Seﬂiha +o the ?nnl AFTER Dad 7
and T got busted,

T;:-&a?h B i ﬁsur:& T4 Jusf take a quic‘: breather
down ’D}( the creek and then 3&1‘ back +o work.

But thirty seconds after T got there, T heard
samﬁoci?f c.rns‘\iha 'l'].\l:‘nugl’\ the bushes.

T+ turns out Frew had seen me take off from the
?lqyﬁrauhd, and he FOLLOWED me.
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Frew said he couldn* handle all +he pestering from
the grown-ups a second 1ah3er, and when he saw

me leave he +}mu5h+ T had the rESH idea.

While we were +alkih3_, we heard 5nm&+hih3 BIG
l:ur-.ihs our wn;(. i '|’l'mu31'\+ it nis]‘.‘f be a BEAR,
but T was Pf‘ﬂ‘l"r?’ shocked 4o see that it was one
of +he cammuhﬁy service 3!475.




Th fact, T KNEW +his 9vy- His name was Billy
Rotner . and he used to ]-mhs out in our basement
whah Ro&rickls fmhd ?rmﬂ'iced.

A month or so 4990, T heard Rodrick +=i|ih5 ohe
of h’s friends 'I'\Hd'l' Bi"?' 3&".‘ mus}\'l' ﬁtdlihs d ?dr.l:

of sour Summ)f worms at -hL\r: convenience store.

&

1 T'E-:l.")! wasn+ h“‘???’ +his vy had followed me
+o my Hdiha spot. T told Bili)l he should 90
back +o the ?nrk before he got us ALL in trouble.
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But BEH}J said he was mnkihs a run for it and
was NEVER sn}ha back +o cammuhi"ry service.

Then BJHY started Hubbzr’iha about how when he
was litte his mom bnu&l\'i‘ d Pacfc of sour gumey
worms for him and his brother 4o share, but his
brother wouldnt give him a single worm and ate

the whole Pdck.

Bill}i said the ohly reason he stole from +he
convenience store was so he could finally have a
?m:,c. of sour gummy worms all 4o HIMSELF.

1



T was getting rcu“?f uncomfortable lisﬁhihs to
this ﬁu?f 90 on and on, ahd T was ho?ihﬂ Frew
would jntl? me talk some sense into him.

But +’m:h Frew 5+r.|r4:e& wi‘!‘h a SPE.EE!I\ of 1'1:'5 OWN.

Frew started +d|kih3 about how his parents make
him get up at 5:00 in the morning Six &n?(s a week
to s-I-ud}( for the 3:a3rn\ah}e bee, and how he’s
hever 5.9++eh to Fld.y‘ laser +n5 because his parents
Say i+s a waste of time.

This was all getting to be a little much for me, and
T decided T4 rather be mk.'hs leaves +han listening
4o these guys tell their sob stories.
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So T started hzndihs back to the Fl“fSru"hd‘
But all of a sudden that Brownie aPPcare& out of
nowhere and TOTALLY cnugh*i' me ot 3unrc!-

H}( instincts kicked in and I RAN. ?rtw and
Bi||7 saw me take off, and ﬂwty were rish-f oh
m?’ htElS.

But H'\e Brownie was l:a.rr?n'ha a WHISTLE s ah&
+he next 'I'Hhs T knew, the whole Girl Scout
-h'aml'; was in ha-l' ?ursm-h

T started to run FASTER when T realized
me nh& Frew mi‘gh-l' 5&1‘ in serious trouble for
hnrborihs a -Fusi"ri'u'e..
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I didnt know if 'H'\r. Girl Scouts nr.'l'un”)! \'\d.cl
+he uu+hari+>f +o ARREST anyone, bt T wasnt
gonna stick around o find out.

For all T knew, that was Sama+\wih5 -H-\e?' needed
to do to earn one of their {mdaes.

Once the chase was on, BEHY +ook the lead, and
me and Frew Just followed HIM. T+ was pre
obvious hed had Ex?trithr.e with this kind of ‘I']'\ihs 4
because he seemed to know what he was &uihﬂ.
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Aﬂcr a while we were able 4o put some distance
between ourselves and the Girl Scouts, and we
could bnral?' hear the whistle. So we s+oi:?¢d for
a minute to cateh our breath.

Billy said we were gohha need our l:her'ay to s-h:'y
ahead of the Girl Scouts.

103



‘ﬂ'\:h he took out a few rolls of 'ﬂ'\ih Mints that
were tucked nwa)f n his Jumeiuﬂ and s?lH' them up
between us.

I’m Jus*l- gohhd assume \\: PAID for +}nose cooki:s,
because if he DIDN’T, T dont wanna know.

After we fueled up on cookies, Bili): said we
shou]d all c{i‘l‘c}\ our CLOTHES ; because if *1"‘\!:?»‘
used DOGS 4o 4rack us, we could +throw them
off our 4rail.
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‘ﬂ'\eh it c}nwned oh me 'ﬁm'l‘ it 'I‘HS Su‘y {uuldhj'!'
5&'.'1' awaz with 5+¢n|;h3 a ?a.-:l: of sour 3umrﬂ)l

worms, he was Prnbal)l the LAST person T
shauH be +nk£h3 ‘I'Hs Ln& of a&\rica -Fram.

T realized T'd made a HUGE mistake and started
laﬂkihs for a wu.y out of "I'hc situation. So I "I'aH
the guys we should split vp, quiha if we DID,
wed be harder o catch.

But Frew said we should stick TOGETHER.

He said we could travel around the tnuh‘l'r)r and
h-:we »:r‘uzy ad‘u’erﬁur:s ” n.hcl ma?fl:re even Jnih ‘I'];ut

Circus somcwhl:re nluh& 1'.he wny.
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B.‘II){ seemed 4o like that i&ed, too. 'ﬂxeh the two
of them started nrsuiha over who should 3&1‘ the
mchey for the movie r'ishi‘s Yo our 5+=::r7' if we ever

IJE{ dame 'I‘:ﬂ.mﬂUS .

T decided o use the aF?nr-turﬁy to +r}( and sL‘?

nwny. But w.hth I +ur‘necl 4o leave, 4 group of
vans nPPtd.red out of NOWHERE.

RUMBL e RUMBLE

Mom was in the lead van, and the Girl Scouts were

in +he vehicles riﬂlﬁ behing her.

“There was a second there when T +hnu5¥»+ Frew
rr.iaH +r?' to make a last-ditch attempt fo escape.
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But after all his {313 +alk about life on ‘H\E run, l‘\e
+a+n.1|?r fell +o pieces.

'I “I'housl'\'l' Mom woulcl be rr.dlly md& j but Sl’\t

seemed RELIEVED. She wanted 4o know what T
was ﬂ-aihkihs, runhing away like that.

I #Surt& BJHP’ was 5”*-“5 down no matter WHAT.
And there was no use in all THREE of us getting
in trouble. So ']: ?Ihhr.cl ‘I'}-.: whﬂlc ‘i'hihs on HIM.
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I quess '_]: feel a little ﬁd&. But 1o be fair : s+cui$n5
+he Thin Mints was HIS idea.

T dont know how much cc—mmhiv service +he?(*n:
gohna +ack on to B}H)fs sentence. But 57 +he time
hes DONE, T ?Hh 4o be n‘H‘:hJFhS a w"csc
hnhcwn?i Across ‘H“.t l:ouh"rr)!.

3 ,n,,,{:__ COMMUNITY

The craziest *Hha of all was the way Mom found
vs in the FIRST place.

When she 50'!' that GPS ':HP for the PIG, she
got ohe for ME, t00. So Tve been wulkih3 around

with one of those 'H'\ihss aﬁnc\-\t& +to m?r shoelace
for 'H'\E Fds+ two mah‘f}\s wiﬂ'\alrf even khuwiha it.
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Ahcl whth I cln'sl:l.??:nrtd from ‘I'l‘.e ?nrk; Mom
used her PHONE 4o Fisura out where 1 was.

Now's hot the time to mrn?lnih about Mom beih&
overprotective, ‘Hmua’n. Because if she hadn*t come
Yo m?/ rescue, I rﬁah‘l’ivt ended up N d 'l’rn\ftiihs
circus with Frew and Biu){.

But still, so rnur.h for Mom 3::Jh3 “electronics-free.
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OCTOBER
.Eu:{daf.
T£ Dad was on my case BEFORE, he's a hundred
+imes worse NOW,

Aﬂ'er "L',DE. town ?nrk inci&e.h‘i' las+ wukehd, it's
?reﬁy obvious h: *I'l\ihks I cant be ‘i'r'US‘I'ecL

Ahd whehe‘ver "ﬁt*.'i ham: s he likes 4o hd'-.-'t me nhcl
Grnh&?n in the same room so he can k:tP an eye

on BOTH of us.

T wish T never knew about the webcam, %ous’n,

because its 591' me reall Fnrqmid. 'There could

ac-i'unll)r be MULTIPLE cameras in the house.

T ?re.'f‘l?f sure theres one in Mnnn?f’s stuffed

duck, because its e?'e;s seem to follow me.
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If -H-.art}s NOT a camera in -ﬂ\ere, -H\P.h I‘ue
been mnkiha a ?re-H?( 5&3 fool out of m)(seH-ﬁ the
Pa5+ few &nfs.

By

“’&F"‘s

=

Lutki'r;y, Mom +ook Dad 4o the airport to go

on a business +r;1[7 -l+.is mmhs 3 and I know !,'\t
cant monitor me the whole +ime he's away. S+ill,
Tve been extra careful not +o screw up, Just in
case he’s got ohe of those webcams rcccr.:lriha Yo a

hnrd drhn: som:wherc.

‘Tjnis m!“hih& when T was brusi'ﬁihs rﬁy 'i‘ca'l‘]h, q.
made sure +o P-.ri‘ +he +m*’rh?as+!: cap back on the
+ube +he wu}( Dad n|wn?f5 tells me.

But ""f ﬁhﬂtrs were sli??erf, and j: deF&d ﬂ-\t
cap in -H\e sink.
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'I.+ bounced around a few times, -I'he‘n it went
riah-f down ﬂ-.e drain.

T knew that the SECOND Dad got home from

his trip he'd g0 to the upstairs bathroom to make
sure -H-.r: cap was oh +|~.e +uu+hpns+e. So ‘I. \\nd +o
get it BACK.

The first thing T did was try and fish the cap
out of the drain with a cotton swab. But all T
rnnhnatd ‘o ?u“ Up was a bunch of hair and

n‘l‘her‘ suhlz‘..
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And now that T know whats in P:.:-Fltls sinks, T

guarantee you T'll never be a P|umber.

i 8 ﬂsuru} i Prabaf:iy Fus\‘sed the +aoﬂ\?n5+l: cap

even FARTHER down the drain with that cotton
swab, so T o?thcd the cabinet under the sink +o

see if I coulcl -Fijur: out wheﬁ: it :h&t& up-

T knew Dad had a bunch of da-;*l--?eaurschf books
oh Plumbihs n ”:"nt bnscmth‘l", am& 'I: ﬁaure:d
thered be some 5+:P-|>}z-s+c? instructions to show
l:mc‘HY how to fix this sort of ﬁihs.

T couldnt make heads or +ails of the t:linsr‘n.ms
in the book, so T +ook rny best shot at it.
There was 4 F’.ns-ﬁc +ube underneath the sink,
and T -Fisurtd +he +ao-ﬂw?ns+e cap must be

sanaw]-\tre inside.
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So I. loosened ‘l"ru: nut 'ﬂm"l' ".EH ‘l‘lne tube +o 'H'\E
me+tal pipe, and the tube came out ?rt-f-'ry Ed.sil.)!.

T guess T was su??asacl to turn off a valve or
Sﬂml:"t'!hihﬂ, +\'xnu3}1, because ‘ch next ‘I'Hhs 'I

khew, water was s?rcuyihﬂ out all over +\-\e Fdn.ct,

T+ took me a minute to ﬂg,ure out how 4o shut
otf *I'he. valve, nhc! |J}’ ‘l"r-.e. time I cliJ, ‘H\ere. was a
hust Pu&&lt on the floor.
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T soaked up as much water as T could with the
towels that were in the bathroom. Then T ran
down the stairs +o get some more out of the
|nun&ry room.

But when T got down 1o the kitchen, T realized
T had a BIGGER ?roiilv:n.

T +old Grnncl?a where the water was coming
from, but he didn't seem oo concerned. He said
+he nhly REAL &nnnse would be a water stain on
-H\E kHt%\th ceﬂihs.

Tm Slnd Grnhd?n -t'houah'? it was ho bis deal,
but I'm sure Dad would see 'ﬁ\t situation
DIFFERENTLY.
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I btﬂsed Grdh&?d +to 1‘\&|? me out of ‘I']'\is mess,
ahd he +old me he would. GrnhdFa said theres a
s?e»:ini L’.ic! a-l: Pa}n-l' +}~.a+ covers up water stans,
and hed take me to the hardware store +o get it

ﬂ'm‘l' Sauh:.l.e& GREAT Hl: srnjoﬁtd pnd's kt).(s
and we SD'I' in the car. But when we backed out of
the Jrivewn?r, Gra.h&?n cliﬂatd a trash can.

I washn+ too concerned, but when we hit a

heial'\bnr‘js MAILBOX, T started +o get worried.

T realized T couldn4 remember the last 4ime T was
in a car with Grdhd?n at the wheel. And all of a
sudden it hit me: Last year, Gmh&?n failed his
driver's test, so 'H'\E?( +ook away his LICENSE.
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He hasnt been allowed 4o drive since.

T was ren"}z nervous, so 1 +old Gra‘n&Pd md.?!bﬂ
we should 90 back home. But now that he was on
+he open r.::n.-u!cJ there was no *I'urh.'hs back.

O” "
og_

B}e the time we got out of our h:is}\borhand, he

seemed to be 3t++ih5 ‘ﬂ‘u: hnhs of it. But I Was

still ?r‘E'H'}( worried when we got on the ramp for
the 'nig,’nwa};.

Luckﬂy, there werent a lot of Penple dr;\riha at
+hat time of dn?', and -H-\e hardware store was
ar-&?r a few miles away.
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1]‘1& weird H\Ih& was, all of ‘|'"\E siahs n!nh& ﬂ'\t
side of -H-\e road were fnr.iha -H\e wrong """"7 " whicl\

WS renlly cah{:usihs.

When T saw two cars camih5 +oward s, I
rtniiud ‘l"n-ﬂ‘ somr.hﬂw Grnthn l'mcl ‘I'dkth
the EXIT ramp instead of the ENTRANCE
ramp, and we were headed in the WRONG
DIRECTION.
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Gruh:i?u slammed on the brakes, and the
car did a 180 before coming to a stop in the
breakdown lane. T+s a MIRACLE we didnt
get hit, and our near-death experience rea”y
shook both of us up.

Su&dahl}( a water stain on the kitchen »:e.ilihS
didnt seem like such a l)is deal anymore. Me and
Gruh&?u nSru& we should Just g back home and
call i+ a d-:u;,'.

;‘:H' least NOW we were hcn&e& n ‘H‘w_ ri&h‘l'
direction. But w}mh Gr‘nhd?n Pl..r‘l' ‘H‘\t car in dri‘fr. :
i+ rolled a few feet, then conked out.
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A‘i‘ first I ‘ﬂ\aush‘f mmﬂ*.fhs mustve hd??th:t.lr
4o the car when Grnhd?a slammed on +he brakes,
but when T looked at+ the dashboard, T realized
we were out of GAS.,

\Ki\l,f"f

E% g —F
Rodrick used the car last his}ﬁ when he went to
work, and of COURSE he didnt refuel it.

Grnh&?n Saw a4 sish a’ne.a.& -l'}m‘l' sni& -i'he.re. wds a
service station a mile vp ‘ﬂ‘w. rand , th }1: ‘I'aH me
ht was 3nhhu. wnik *ﬂ'\ere nhc{ l)ths bdn:k d cdh ﬂ'F
9as so we could 31:1' home.

T wanted o 90 WITH him , but he said T
should s+a>( in the car so it didnt get towed b?'
+he hishw:nf department. T didnt feel great
about the whole idea, but T ﬁsur‘e& + was the
arﬂ?( c}\aice ]: !’md*
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Grd.hd?d hed&td off on {ao'l', and I waited for
what mustve been an HOUR. T was starting o
get a li++le worried, and then T looked vp at the

rearview mirror nhc! Saw same*\‘hins in ﬂ‘\e &Is*l'nhn:-:.

A group of F:oPlE were wd.”:ihs +oward the car
nlohs ‘H‘\E side of ‘]’he. road. A‘i’ first I was
excited, becavse T '|“}\au3h'l‘ 'ﬂ'\ﬂ}( F"I;Sl'\'*' be able o
HELP. But when T saw their orahge jumpsuits,
T FROZE.

'I.+ was the cnmmuhi‘l’)/ service 9ang, and Jrhef
were cnnihﬁ rﬂ?l wuf.

W}\ah ‘I'\\ey Scﬁ' closer, I Saw "r}mi‘ one of +‘\am
was that vy BILLY. T ‘l‘l\ough*l' about mnkihﬂ
a run for it, but T didnt want to take my
chah{:&s out in -H-\e open.
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I did -I'}\c ohly E‘H'QEI‘" 'l'}\ihs I could ‘I'i'\?hk af;
which was 4o lock the doors and HIDE. There
arent a whole lot of smcl Hclihg Flm:as in a CAR,
%oug’n, so the best T could do was get down
underneath the dashboard and ﬁa}; r:nll?v still.

Then T held my breath and ?ru}(e&. T4 +ook
FOREVER for those quys to get 1o the car,
and when +hey ﬁhnlly DID, -I*l-xey decided i+ was a
Snnd place to take their lunch break.
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E\reh‘l'udﬂy 'ﬂ‘q& cnmrwhi'l}( Service crew {Jhis"\tcl
eating ahd moved on. But -Pney lef+ a \-.use mess,
which Jusi' goes to show, 'I'hr.?e weren+ +nl:ih3
ﬂ\eir Hs'hwn?( cienhuP &u*h'es ‘oo seriausiy.

peavd B IRV

W LTV RYARe

& - o e =) @

Once T was sure -H\ey were gone, T got back up-
But BOTH of my legs had fallen asleep from beihe,
in such an awkward position for +that long, so i
srnbbed ﬂ*.e hnh&h on +}1e center console to ?UH

m;,fs:hf up.

But the handle MDVED, and when it did ;.50 did
‘l'}m CAR.
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T had ncr.ic{eh‘l'duy shifted the car into
NEUTRAL, and i+ started 4o roll FORWARD.

The car was ?itkiha up SFEE:L 7 sﬁwed oh
the brake. But it locked vp, and the car Just
kE?‘I’ Saihs. I was afraid I. wds gonna roll out
into traffic and get hit.

Then T saw GRANDPA wnlkiha +oward me in the
breakdown lane, and T PANICKED.
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I \jtl‘"kt& ‘H‘!E s+ttn'hs w‘w:l lef+ and Jusi'
BARELY missed Grahd?a. The Frnblm was, the
car rolled rish*} into a DITCH. And that’s where
it 5+n?(e& until Mom came 4wo hours later with +he
+nw.'h5 ::om?nh?z.

,/ - ciib

m\ ,.b (
'7D i

MM{.,
]

Y Aok o

M@ bt § [1]

TF T had to do it all over again, T wouldve Juﬁ
lef+ +hat +m:=+’nims+¢ cap in +he drain.

M&;
T BEGGED Mom not o tell Dad what }nnPPer\e&
Yo ‘i’he. car w’nch 1\: 5&‘? )namt.
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But she said since the fender was all bnhstcl vp,
hed find out ANYWAY.

T realized my ﬂhl?! option was to get out of +own.
And T “l'}waugh*l' of the PERFECT way +o do it.

The class '!'ri? to Hardscrabble Farms starts +m:l-1>(
and goes for a whole WEEK. T figure f:}( +the
time T get BACK, Dad will have cooled down, at
least a little.

So T +old Mom T ct\nhatd rﬁy mind about +he
*’m‘F_. nh& Sl'ﬁ: was all excited.

She called the school to make sure T could sl
90, and Iur.i:ﬁ?l +here were a handful of spaces lef+
n -H\e cabins.
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'I. went +hrnu3:h rr.;f book bus and found ﬂ-\e
?a:kihﬂ lis+ -H\ey sent home last month 4o check
what T needed o 5r;r-.5.

Hardscrabble Farms

Supply List

=

Bug spray Jeans
Hiking boots Plastic bag
Raincoat Sunscreen
Canteen Toiletries
Day pack Wool socks

NO electronic devices
NO junk food

T+ was too late to go out and s}m? for all +ha+t
stuff. Lucki])f , Mom found Rodrick’s duffel hns in
the garage, which he had never uh?ncl:ed from
when HE went on the trip a few years ago.

Thside were some hii:iha boots, a raincoat, a
canteen, bu3 s?rd.?ﬂ, and a bunch of other +|-\£h55
on the list, which was 5!’Ed+.
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But the bn3 REEKED becavse there was a half-
eaten ham sandwich in +\-\ere, which had samﬁhjhs
Srawiha out of it.

w5

—I. was a little worried about -}he food situation

at camp, and T was +erml',=-itd to +r?1 and sheak

a few cnh&)' bars in. But I wash+ sure w\-m-f -H\e
?ehnH'?t was if you got CAUGHT, so T decided +o
Jus* hide them in my sock drawer so mbﬂc{?' would
edt ‘I'-‘h:m whﬂt I wds Sah:.

T wasnt 1.~.r.‘|l.‘r~.1:3I to +ake nh;,' risks when it came to
l""l?’ CDMFORT.I 1’}‘\6051’1-

T stuffed three whole containers of Freshies into
Rodrick's bns, even ":'Bnugh that meant T couldnt
fit -H-\e raincoat.
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]

I I)ur’ied 'H'\e Fras’n.‘es at 'l'!m‘, bottom of 'ﬁ'\e {Jns
because T didn+ want Mom 4o know T was -I'nl:iha
+hem. Mom says bnb}( wipes are too expensive for
everyone to use on a regular basis and +he?(’re

FESEWEA ‘Fﬂr MANNY.

See, this is +he main reason T want 4o be rich
when I:'m -:}lcl:r. Wl’\ch I )['.r.We a ton of mney : I
cdhn buy as mﬁh)! bnb?' wiPts as I WANT.

<ar({{ime
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But until T have money of my owh, T'll have to
l:er,? rqidiha Mdhh}ljs EUP?ly.

When T was Just about I"'E-:.‘-.CIY +o leave for +he
+rif>, Grnh&?a gove me 4 book \-\e said ni\g‘ﬁ come

n hnhdy.
o |-t
[o ]

N

Grdh&?d said +he book I)E':nhﬁtd +o him as a kid,
and he gave it to Dad when HE was my age. Now
he wanted ME 4o have it.
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]:'l' looked a little outdated o me , but 'I: didnt
want ‘o hur*l' Gt"dhd?ﬂls Ftelu‘nss. So I +old hir—. IH
take it with me and read i+ +he first chance T got.

e

:;Senjrlﬂl %
& HOOK

% YOUNG

LADS

There was JUST thauah room to fit it in rn)'
bns, and T ﬁﬂure& the more stuff ?iled on top of
+he Freshies, the better.

\When Mom dru??ed me off at school +his morhing,
+’nou3}\, T realized T was SERIOUSLY uh?rePnre&
for this -h*iP.
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Everybacly else hdr.‘]n a 1ON of gear, and I- fel+
like T had uhcier'faucked.

After all our stuff was loaded onto the bus, +he
bnss Yook vp at least half the space.

That meant we had 4o double up oh seats, which

made the ride to Hardscrabble Farms feel a LOT
|gh&er *I'}mh it s’m;-u|cl've..
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When we 'F}hnlly got there and drove -I':hroush
the main entrance, 1 was pre-H?/ relieved. But
the last stretch was BRUTAL because it was a
dirt road.

| HARDSCRABBLE
FARMS
il H-fashiomed

wvalues for

‘m"'\&h we sa'f off 'ﬂ\& bus » @ group of kids
from another school was Just !Ed‘h‘ih&. And -‘rhe?r
laokzd like *ﬂ‘m?' muldh'+ be SEH;‘I‘\S out of ‘H\ere

500h Ehﬂua}\.
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A kid in ‘rhe back was haH.’hﬂ a hdhc{wriﬁth siﬂh
+hat didnt make nhy sense to me.

A cou?lz of my classmates seemed Pre-H)( freaked
out when -H-.e?f saw it. A ba}( sﬁh&iha hext to
me said his older brother went to Hardscrabble
Farms a few years back and 4old him all about
Silas Scrn‘l'c"\.

AP?“"T“H?‘ +his Silas Scratch vy was a farmer
whn |Ne& at Hnr&ScrafJHe Farms a iahs time 490,
but 'H'\Eh 'H\e r.ouh‘i}/ came in and kicked Hr'n off
his land.
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Another kid chimed in and said HE heard Silas
Scratch went 4o live in the forest, where he

survived by En'HhS siu35 and berries. 'ﬂmn Melinda
Henson said she heard he went CRAZY and grew
his fihgerhuils r‘eully lnhs.

See, T couldVve done without the part about the
|ah3 fihserhnils, because that sort of -H-n'hs l.‘"Ed"?’

gives me the willies.
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One of our r.hn?ernh:s, Mr. H:nley, said that
when HIS class went o Hardscrabble Farms, o kid
named Frankie came across Silas Scratch’s shack in
+he woods. And after Frankie saw i+, he was never

-H-\e Ssame.

Ahyoht w]cm hu&htk 'nenr& 01c Silas Scrd*l'c}w
BEFORE knew about him NOW, because +he

s-h:r?x S?r:ncl like wildfire.
ﬁ ﬁ 3
%’i

T found the whole Silas Scratch 'I'Hhs Jis-?urbihs.

136



I GUARANTEE }(au, if d.‘nyahl: +old me ‘|’"\t|"’t
wds d ciernhstd farmer Fr‘nwiihs +he srnuh&s of

Hardscrabble Farms, T wouldve Just s+a?1¢cl home
ah& +nke.h m?( chnhces wiﬂw DAD.

A-F‘h:r We were dnhc uhlad&ins +’ne ims , we
brnushi' our stuff down to the main |ndse,
which was a gant lus cabin with a bunch of lnhﬂ
tables inside.

'ﬂwe person n cl-mrﬂe was Mrs. Grnzinhn; and once
e:\.reryahe sat &nwhj s%e gave a s?eech about -ﬂ-\e
camp rules. There were a BUNCH of +hem, but
the one she said was most important was that bo?rs
d.'nd 3;'1'15 aren + n"c}we& to isit :nth a*l'}\cr’s canhs

'FE'.'T dh)’ reason.




Mrs. Graziano said this was her nineteenth year
coming to Hardscrabble Farms, and she wasn+
gohna Pu*'r up wi*l"n nh?‘ hohsense from d.hybad}!.
Then she had the chaperones go through
t\.raryahe‘s bnﬂs to make sure hoimc{?' was '|T;/ih3

+o sheak in any Juh;: food or electronics.

A few ki&s 301’ IJuS‘i‘l:cl wiﬂ\. stoff in ‘I'}\eu'r bn&s.
Mike Barrows had a Pouncf of Swedish Fish in his
bnckpnck , and Duane Hisaihs got -:ctusl\-l' +r7'£h3
‘o 5mu53'ie h d giant ﬂl\umln'l‘e-d'\i? cookie.
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T was renll?f 51nd Td lef+ those cnh&y bars back
home, but T was a little worried the chaPtrahes
r-iﬁ\‘ﬂ' confiscate m?( bnfs}( w.']:zs. Once Mr. Jones
mua}ﬁ' a whiff of r-'?' bng, ﬂ\augh, he didn+ 90
clissihs nn}( further.

%} +‘E'F éii?

After that we had lunch, which was hot &nss,
bnll:t& btnhs, and stuffed peppers. 'ﬂ\trt weren+

dh)a' other c’nnices, so if ynu didn+t like nhy of
+hose +}1Eh35 : yau were out of luck.

\r-lheh h.-hc\-\ was over, -H-\t chn?erahes +old us 1o

scrape our leftovers into a giant pot.
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T hadnt touched rn)( stuffed pepper, so L &umPtd
the whole -%Hhs.

T asked Mr. Henle}' w].\?f we put our lef+overs
into a pot instead of the trash can. He said at
Hdr'-:ls-:r'ane Farms no food goes to waste, and
e\tgr?zﬂl'}niha we didnt eat for THIS meal is Pu‘l‘
into a stew for the NEXT one.

HE said it was the same wn}( when he came to this
camp ds d k:& . and ‘H'u:)’ still vsed ‘I'hc exact same
pot. That means there could be leftovers from
'H‘nir-iy YEARS ago in that 'i']\ihS.

After lunch Mrs. Graziano and the female
chd?trahes took the siris +o the other side of
camp to g to -ﬂ-\eir cabins.,
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Mom ].'\,dd nc"fud"f wanted to Volunteer as a
chm{'mrahe last-minute, but she wasn+ comfortable

|E'.d"ll'ih3 Mnhh!y with Rodrick and GmhdFa. 'ﬂmﬁ'
kfhc{ of s*h'hlcs, %aua)n, because s}w -:::-ulcl"ure &J

i'nzsiclr. information from +'m: 3?1‘15' s.'.:ie of camp.

YOU DON'T STAND A
CHANCE WITH LAUREN,
BUT CHLOE THINKS YOU
HAVE A CUTE BUTT!

Us 9yys 5'1'11}(1‘.& back in the cafeteria +o get our
cabin assishmehfs. Most of the groups were kids who
hahﬂ out ‘l'asl:‘l'-'hcr at school, but each cabin seemed
+o hﬂt ONE kid wha di&h*‘l' belahs.




T“.t 54:{1::-51 must hd"u‘t decided to s?r:a.d +\‘1E
+roublemakers out so there wouldnt be more

*Hmh ohe in nh?r :d‘fsin.

The ahl?z group that had MORE +han one
troublemaker was Mr. Nouzzi's group. But Mr.

Nuzzi works as a Frimh ‘c“::,l..n:l.r‘&J S0 I quess +%\r.?'
'ﬁgurad he could handle it.

Since I r:&iﬁcr:d late ; 'I 5-:}1' ?U‘I‘ wH'!.'\ ‘H’\E
group of LEFTOVERS, which included Rowhy.




T was slncl 7 got assished 4o the same cabin as
Rnwiaf, but T wasn+ hn?P)f his FATHER was the
cha?eraha* Mr. Jefferson has never rmll?e been a

bis -Fnh of mine ; ah& ':l: wasn + Ioal‘.r'ns {arwnr& to
be.’nﬂ mc?t& up with him for a whole WEEK.

T+ was Frr.-H'?f clear whoever had our cabin last
didnt bother claahihs up after themselves.

=
|
|
|

s "
- LT ] by s - w -

One kid in my group, Julian Trimble, seemed +o be
+akih3 +he situation ?r:H'?f hard, because his |i?

started o qu;\rer as sooh as we walked in the door.

'I was kind of SUF?FESEA Julian ci&cidtd ‘o come
on this +ri~._>, because "J:*m Sutssihg he’s hever been

dwd?' from his ?nre'n-fs uvenﬁgH
before.
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Julian was nlwn?ts the kid who made a 5}3 scene
every morhing Jurihs dr‘ap-a# +ime at school.
Once, in semh& arn&e , l*.e hdcl 5uc1~. d s'i'rohel Sn“P
on his mom +hat +he vice ?rihciPM had to come
down to P:tl them apart.

1 ﬂsurecl Julian decided 4o go on +his trip on his
OWN, but when T remembered the scene at the
school +\‘u'$ rr.arhihs g I sfnﬁcd to wuh&er I1f Hs
mom dc‘l‘un”;f tricked him into it.




Everybacl?r started Pick-’hs out +1-\eir buhks, and
-ﬂ-\n-f's wha'n I found out wi-.?f E\IEt}lahE hnd su:h
I)r's baﬂs.

T had Just assumed +he beddihs, would be +aken
care mf; but 1'. guess -Hw-f was ‘oo r--ud‘. to }m?t
for at a Plau like +Hs.

The closest thing T had o a pillow was my hoodie,
whiﬂw nll"tﬂ.&?’ Smc"td L'kt Ro&rir.kis hnrn Sdh&wit‘\.

T+ was hard -Fihdihs a mattress without nh?f
weir& stans oh t. I ?itke& a '1'0? bunk because
T couldn* risk beihﬁ underneath Julian in case he
wet the bed.
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Uh{or+uhn+t|?;, Mr. Jefferson slid into 'I"'\: s?a‘r
r.'SH UNDERNEATH me, so now Ruwie}(’s dad

wds m;,' bunkmate.

| LR
Aﬂcr we finished unPatkihg our stuff, we went
down to the activities area to do some “team-

—
g, | | i
—
T 1 CR
.

I}ui Hihan exercises.

'ﬂ\t first -I']-\iha we did was a trust fnil," where

one guy would fall backward and everyone else was
su??osed to catch him. T guess the Fm‘h-l- was to
show how our +eammates have our backs.

But Jordan Lahker did his fall while the rest of

us were still w.urkihs out where to stand.
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Mr. Jefferson showed us how o form 4wo lines
Fm:iha each other and then make a “net’ b?’
srnbbihs each others wrists. So when J't#rey
Swanson sa‘f up oh 'ﬂ'\e Pid'f‘pnrm, we ﬂ‘.aush‘l* we
were rea&y -Far ]nim.




But J'E'FF’FE)( i5 a biﬂ bay; and h[s WEESH' made
Rnwi&y and Gareth Grimes cquPSE and smash
into each other.

Gareth was missing ohe of his front -h:t-ﬂ\, and
ﬂeryuhe got down on their hands and knees o
look for it. Then Emilio Mendoza found the tooth
n R-:}wlr.},"s FOREHEAD.

N ,

Mr. Jefferson told Emlio to run down and get
the nurse, who brnugh-} Gareth ddm? washeloth
to S'h:r'P 'H‘\e I}iet&ihs,.
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But si\t couldnt Fu” 'H\E -h:-n'l'l‘. out of Rﬂwityls
forehead, because it was reully la&st& in there.

Mr. Jefferson called his wife o come Pitk ‘P\awlty
up and take him to st'l' i+ checked out. T dont
know if sl'\t ended vp Saihﬂ to a doctor or a
&&h‘ris-i*, because I huvt ho idea wlacﬁ 7&!.: even do
for that sort of thing.

So Mr. Jefferson was stuck chn?erarﬁhs a bunch
of kic{s whn werent HIS. HE hn:} 3 &o all 'I'htsr.
exercises ‘I'}w.‘l' were SUP?GSEJ to ‘I'tm:\‘\ us haw to
work +oﬂt+h¢r as a team, but all -H-\e?l renﬂf did
was show us how BAD we were at it.

We did one activity called the “bucket brigade,”
where we had to make a reld?' line +o brE‘nS water
from +the river all 'H'\a wd?l +o our cabin.
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“ﬂ-.z first 3:.7 filled up his bucket and +heh 'FOUI"'E&'
it in the next 3”}"5 bucf:e-’r, and so oh.

But we s?:'Hecl so much water along the way +hat
I})’ the time we got o +he cabin, there was almost
hu'ﬂ‘.ihs lef+ +o put in the metal 4ub we were
SU?Pnsed to {ill.

We rtnhr.ed H: we were ever aohhn {Ihis}\ ‘H‘\t
nc“rivH)h we needed to find a better way +o fill
the tub. So we wruhg out our sweu-fy clothes.
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A-F-fer +’nn+ we drd ah nd‘i\ri-i‘y where we hn& to +te
our wrists -l-ase-fher with scarves and 90 -H-\rnugln an

obstacle course ma&e of ropes. But w]\eh it came to

?h?rs.‘ca'l activities, our group was ?re,w }m?elass.
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A'F'I’E'."’ H\t fopes course, we couldnt untie -H\e
scarves because wed knotted +them too +i3h+. And
THAT wasnt good, because 'Timnﬂ-?' Ames needed
4o use the bathroom in the cabin.
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B}( the end of the de E"l.'tt’}!aht was Jm'l'dn?' worn
ovt, and T was renli?l S'snd when Mr. Jefferson
*I'ni& us 1t was +time -lfnr clihher.

The meal was chicken patties, corn on the cob,
and stew. T ?nsse& on the stew, and T was
rr.a.lly 5In& T did when T saw Jordan pull an
entire taco shell out of his bowl. Who KNOWS

whn'? ?fzm" <I+m+ ﬂ\ihﬁ was from.
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After dinner we went back +o the cabin. Mr.
Jefferson said that since we had been in the
woods, we needed to check one another for ticks.
Each person was responsible for his bunkmate,

which meant T had Mr. Jefferson.

But Mr. Jeffersons got a lot of hair, and T
wash+ gohha go ?n‘:iha ﬂ\rnual'\ it. Forall T

knew, there could be a whole COLONY of +icks
living in there.

E.ver?(l}o&)zis qiwn)»s sn)fihg how sren-l- the outdoors
are, but there’s all SORTS of r.ree?y-crnwlies you
heed o wan’y about.
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T used +o P'd}( in the woods all the TIME, until
T swallowed a live sFi&er.

\

But in a Flnr.e like Hardscrabble Farms, there are
Just as many I:uss INSIDE as OUTSIDE. Some
sort of beetle burrowed into a kid's ear at dinner,
and he had to go to the nurse’s station to have

it rem‘u'z&.

DUDE, T THINK
SOMETHING

Nvom B J(WHAAMAT? )

\
g ]
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Jordan found a +ick on the back of Julians neck 5
anhd everybady freaked out about i+. But Mr.
Jefferson said Julian would be -ﬁha, and he took
him down +o the nurse.

The second Mr. Jefferson and Julian left, the
rest of the 5"‘}’5 n my cabin went -i'a-l':ali?r NUTS.

g S‘I'u.yt& out of t'-.-'er)f{:oclfs wn?' becavse T didnt
wahna be the fifth person from rn}r group to 3£+

seen b}( the nurse on the first dd?‘.

B}( the +ime Mr. Jefferson got back, the cabin
was o wreck and everyohe was FILTHY.
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T guessing hnbaJ)f has ever cleaned +the floors in
+his Flnce, because when the guys were done rn|lih3

nround; +}\af were covered in dirt and hair.

-

W3

AS a Puhisl\me.M‘ for +ra5\~.}h3 'f]\e. cabin ~Mr.
Jefferson made us go o bed EARLY, and he
lum?e& me in wH'h everyone else even +haus}~. I
clicihi‘? DO nh?l‘l'l'\ihsf thl ﬂ‘m‘i'*s hﬂw we thdcd
up &oih& to bed while it was still |i5!n‘|' out on
'I'}\e first hialﬁ.

jrm&ay.
Mr. Jefferson woke everybod?' up at +he crack
of dawn and said we all needed to take showers

before breakfast.
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“ﬂ-‘ui"s wheh it occurred o me -H\:H -I'hcr: wasn+

actually a shower in our bathroom. The shower was

on the OUTSIDE of +he cabin, and the water
was in the metal tub we filled up in +he bucke+t
briSn&t Yes*l't:r&n?(.

T seemed o be the ”hlf one who remembered what
was IN +hat 'l'u{), because ﬂeryo'm: else Sa'l' in line
to take their 4urn.

Not nh]?f was the water UNSANITARY, but
uP?drehH)( it was COLD, +oo.
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—I. came PREPARED; fhau&h. I dt-r"l'l"ﬁ'l'tly
wash + gohha be +akih3 uhy outdoor shawers oh

+his trip, but T could sl keeP hystl'F CLEAN.

y
i % Yy

Breakfast wasnt a whole lot better than our first
two meals, but at least +'ne;f weren+ sar"\.*iha -H-le
STEW. The Pahmkr.s were hard as ROCKS,
‘l'haug’n, and *H\e}y’d break yuur teeth if }!nu tried
+o bite +hrau31'. ohe.

E milio snuck a ?nhcnke into his Pocke-f so he could
mail i+ home to his mom and show her how bad the

food was at camp.
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After we cleaned up from breakfast, Mrs. Graziano
told us the Phnh for the de.

She said we were gonna do the same i‘}f?es of
l:’nur.:s c!ahe; b;,’ ki&s srowihs up oh farms like ‘H‘-.is

a 1ah5 time ago.

Mrs. Graziano said that in the old th?rs, kids
worked from the time ‘1"5\!‘.},’ sn'l' up in the morhing
until the sun went down. And 'I'hi:?f had to start

w::-rk}hs as Sooh as -l'gnn:?r were old thnugh to !;ml?
their families out.

Whick is Jus*l' ANOTHER reason Tm 3!&4 7

wasnt alive back +hen.




M?z group started off in the barn, and our Jo{l
was to move bales of hay from one end of the
build-‘hg to the other. T+ was SERIOUSLY
hard, and T have a lot of respect for kids who
had to do that kind of work every &.-.u?:.

Whe'n we were FINISHED ; evcr)rjoaclf fel+ o \‘\use

sense of nc'.:orn?ﬂshrn:h‘l'.




As we were leavihg +o move on to the next station,

Mr. Nuzzi's 9roup came into the barn. He +old his
+eam their Jab was +o move the hay bales +o the
n‘l‘her sicle 5 WHC‘\ was whr_re 1']{1&)! were 1o BEGIN
with. So dont even ask me whr we went to all
that trouble.

See, you shouldnt DO +hat kind of stuff 4o a
kicl. “-"n’\.th I was in 1c|'r5*|' srn&t, m}« *I'encl'qcr 1'¢|cl
me she was sehdihﬁ me on a secret mission, and

s]-.e gave me a hote to deliver to another -’n:n.cher
down the hall.
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Ahcl e\r:ry &d?' after -I-]-m+‘, m?e +tﬂ.r.:|'\er }mhded me
ANOTHER note to deliver.

Well, one cla)f T got curious about what was IN

‘ﬂxcse hotes, nhc! I a?the& ohe up. But it was
BLANK inside.

I+ turns ovt Mom }md +old my "htdr.htr‘ sht Was
wortied about my “self-esteem, and the whole
secret-mission +5niha was just d way to make me
feel IMPORTANT. So if anyone wants to khow
wh‘y I hn'-.'e a hnrd time 'i‘ﬁl:.:'h& work szriauslr y
‘I'hn'i'is ]‘\aw it S‘I'ar‘h:&.

Qur team sPah-i‘ the rest of the morning goihg
‘fhr'auglh “ﬁ‘-.a &H‘mr‘ stations. We ?nih"l‘e;cl a fence -
rtPnire& a stone wall, and stacked firewood outside

+he main |ad&e.
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—I.’H +ell Yﬂu ; whth Ijrn older I'rq gohha bu?f a
farm of mf OWN and set Up d camp oh +he

PraPe;H)r. Because 5¢++-'h5 a bunch of kids +o work
for free and {.ﬂ"ih5 it education is GENIUS.

After lunch, when we were h&ddihs back +o our
cabin, Gareth +riP?r.d over a rock 5-I'icl:ih5 out of
'ﬂ‘\e arnuhd.

When Emilio saw i+, he got really upset.

The rock had some scrapes on it, and Emilio said

the ahl;( person who couldve done THAT was
Silas Scratch.
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Je#re}( said the rock was ?rnbnbl}x Silas Scratch's
GRAVESTONE, and row we were CURSED
because we had disturbed his resting Pla:e;.

T +ried 1o talk some sense into these 31.75. T said
+hat, first of all, if Silas Scratch was DEAD,
+hat was Saad hews for E?Ef}mht. And second of
all, this COULDN'T be Silas Scratch’s gravestone
because he wouldve had +o bury HIMSELF.

(P00

T never shouldve said that, because i+ just
J

upset everyone even MORE. Now all of a sudden

Silas Scratch was an UNDEAD farmer who
couldnt be killed.
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A‘r &Ehhzr , Silas Strn‘l'chs 3rn\ft" was all nhyl}od?’
could talk about.

Snmebady claimed -H\ey saw Silas Scratch in the
woods. And someone ELSE said ﬂaey saw him oh
‘H\e. o‘l'\‘\e.r si&e of camp at ‘H\e exact same time.

%Eh Albcr‘l' Sdh&y was +t||ih3 :\fer}mht ‘H'm‘r
HE heard Silas Scratch had a network of tunnels
beneath the cabins, and that's how he's able +o
moVe around so quﬁ:kly.
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So thanks to Albert thcly, now Kids are oo
scared to use the Ba-}hrmms at camp.

A few kids said +1-\t7‘re Just gonna HOLD it until
'H\E?( se'l* \\nmt. ‘ﬁ-m-’r doesnt sound smart +o ME i
ts?ecin'.l?' cohsidtrihs we re ahl;,' oh t.Jtd?’ TWO.

Nedneg;ln?{

—T;J&d?f ; after we finished our farm chores , we had
free time to do whn'l'c‘u'tr we wnh't‘:&. 'I &cti&t&
T4 Jus+ take a nap, but a few of my cabinmates
had other plans.

Gareth, _Te”rey, and Jordan said 'H'\E?I were Sick
of eating STEW for dinner, so 'H'\E}( were gohha
9o down o 'ﬂ'\e river and catch a FISH.
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I +\'\nu5‘-\+ -ﬂm-r was -H\e s-l'u?ide.s-r idea I’d ever
heard, ESPECIALLY since 'H';E?( didn+t have a
{:ishihs Faie or nhr-ﬂs.’hs like +hat.

But -Hmy were dead serious, and when +he?z
}\tdﬁt& out, I went to +}1E cabin and c|irnbe& vp
n m?! bunk.

T+ 4ook me a while 4o fall aslee? , and f‘fgh‘l'
W}’Eh I Sfﬂr‘l'ﬂcl to &GI& ﬂ'\c'F . my C-:A‘bihmnﬁs I)urs
through +the door.

+
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Believe i+ or not, those fools had d.c‘l'ud"?( md.hd.at'.{l
to catch a fish. 'ﬂ-\ey Scaa?ed ohe rish-f out of
+he river u$ih3 Je:#refs shirt as a NET.

Ahcl now ‘l'hni' ‘Hﬁ.ey \‘md it, *ﬂ‘\t}( di&n"? know
what to DO with i+. What was Prtﬂy clear was
+hat no one had nhy intention of EATING i+.

1
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T +old the quys if ‘H‘m;( didnt put the fish in
some water qu.’ck , it wash+ gohna SURVIVE.

Gareth srnbbad the fish b?f its +ail and carried

i+ 4o the bathroom, where he ?u-l' i+ in the
TOILET. Then Jordan EmF'f‘fﬂEl his canteen inside
the bowl so +he fish had some extra water +o ﬂa?

arc-uh& in.
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The fish seemed OK for the time {:e}hg, and T
decided to 9o get a bucket so we could +ake the
fish back down to +he river and let i+ 90.

But when T went 4o LEAVE, Mr. Jefferson
walked into the cabin. The other quys slammed the
bathroom door 5].’1U+, and T 4ried r—.y best +o ?tn?

it cool.
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H?» guess was that Mr. Jefferson wouldnt be +oo
hqp??r about a fish in the toilet, and T didnt
wdnha get sent to bed enriy for the second Hime
on this +ri?.

Mr. Jefferson asked me where E‘H‘EI’}(DhL‘; ELSE was,

and T said T ‘l'.l'\ou‘sh‘l' ‘H’\E}! mFSl.'\JI' be down b}! +he
river. He told me +’nn+ it I Sdw nhyahe 5 ]: srhnuH tell
"I"n:m +o come to ‘I'}v: radin loc{sr_ for mail call.

When Mr. Jefferson left, we put the lid down on
+he toilet +o make sure the fish didnt -ﬂa? out
onto -H-\E ﬂanr, +heh we %ended down to -ﬂwa main
lodge to join the rest of our class.

Mrs. Graziano handed out mail o all the kids who
got samﬁhihs delivered from home. Mom sent me

a letter, and Tl admit T got a li+tle choked vp
r‘l:.d.&ihs it.
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Mom,

il got a letter from Rodrick, too, but T didn't
like HIS as much as Moms.

Dem‘ Gfﬁaj
1 Lound your Cancjy

bm‘s ‘ Herej )/cu Cah
Smel ‘l +he wrdPPers,
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I didnt 5&-1' a letter from Dd&, but ‘I. DID St‘l'
ohe from 'I+.t PIG. I \juﬁ \'\aPt someone in rr-y
'an.‘l}t wrote i+ as a \jake, because if that *I'Hns
has somehow learned how to write, then T dont
even know what to sa?:.

OINK
OINK
OINK

Julian Scﬂ‘ a letter from i'mme:, +oo. But his mom
made a HUGE mistake b?t sending a photo along
with i+.
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Julian wasnt the ONLY one who seemed homesick.
A cnu?it of kids didnt get nh?fﬂ-.iha at all, and
*ﬂ\e.?! asked some of us who DID get letters o
read them out loud.

I MADE A BATCH OF YOUR
FAVORITE COOKIES AND
PUT THEM IN THE FRIDGE
FOR WHEN YOU GET HOME!
LOVE, MOM.

=ct

A few ki&s 3a+ care ?acknges wH‘*\ fn:sh clu-l'jne;s
and stuff like that.

But the bi& winher in our group was Graham
Btr'l"rnh, who 351‘ a HUGE box that was Pnckccl
with a 4on of Suw'.ies.
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Back at the cabin later on, we found out Graham
"\nd mailed ‘H‘.e box 10 HIMSELF before ‘H\t

trip started, and he had hidden all SORTS of
Smdies in with the camping suP?iies.

Lur.kﬂy , he was willih3 +o SHARE. T never *l'}\augh+
14 eat Doritos ovt of a hiking boot, but by that
?airﬁ T4 n!fe:td?! given up rn?z last shred of &igrﬁ"t}z.

LY

E milio looked out the window and saw Mr.
Jefferson coming back to the cabin, so we hid
all of Grnhamls $+u1’:1c U'nde:r a blanket.

When Mr. Jefferson entered the cabin, he walked
rish'i' I:J}( wi‘l'hc-uf even ha+itih3.
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Uh'Fnr-I'uhuﬁl?z, we were So focused on -H-\-: shacks
that we Fnrﬂu-f all about the FISH.
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T feel a little bad for Mr. Jefferson, but i+ was
a Sm& reminder to me that you should ALWAYS
check inside the toillet before Si‘l“l‘Fhs down.

Mr. Jefferson was mad and -I'hau‘g}\-l' +his was some

kind of ?raﬁiml ‘jukt.

L
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Ahcl of course \\e ﬂmush-l' I was -H\e 5-.7 who
came up with it.

So 'l'ahisl;\'l', while the rest of the group was
having smores and singing songs ’c-?' the campfire
wi‘|+. Mrs. Graziano " I was stuck in 'ﬂ'w. cabin
wi-ﬂ\ an nhar?i cthcrahE.

IEINIPL -

Thersday

Most kids at camp were cruising ris}ﬁ along until
}ics+trc|n7', but after those letters from home
came, it seemed like everyone hit a WALL.

A lot of ry classmates are homesick, and +}\e?fj\re
been dskihs 44 *I'}\ey can go back earl)e. But the

t;‘\ﬂ?trﬂhts Sﬂy 'l"lhE Dhl}' 'h"ﬂ.7 we cahn 30 l‘\DI""IF.' 15 E‘F

there's some sort of MEDICAL reason.
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Well, ‘H‘\E}’ shouldnt have put +hat into Pm?le*s

hen&s, because now kids are -fr}'ihs to 3a+ sick
on PURPOSE.

Melinda Henson was acting rmﬂ;/ strange at
lunch. T4 4urns out she ate three servings of
stew to make herself sick, which seemed a little
extreme to ME.

But after SPE'n&Ihs a few hours down at the
nurse s station wi'ﬂ'\ ihdistsﬂah; Melinda was sent

back +o r'e:Jaih her group.

Julian took it one step FURTHER. Mr.
JE-F'Fer'st:h {ﬂuhr:l Hm in ﬂ\e cabin du*l‘c}\iha Hs
stomach next 1o a }\ﬂl‘F‘Ed*Eh stick of deodorant.

W)



Se 'H‘.u'l' was 'H'u: end of ‘H\E road for Julian.

A few l.‘u:lur's later Julian's mu'ﬁ'\er arrived to Pick
him up. But {r,?; +he time Hne?: drove nwa?f, he

seemed to have made a full rev;nvery,

A lot of boys $'|‘r.tr"|'f.<! talking about huw Julian
{ 9

had the n'el
wind of it.

+ i&en, and the {hu.?erohes -::nuah"i‘
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'ﬂm next ﬂmihg we khew, +he r,}m?erones were

gnihg ar'al..-hcl mllm:*l‘ihg everyahe.‘s clmclarnh'f S0 no
one could follow in Julian’s faa-i'ﬁe?s.

W . Wap
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That's bad news for OUR cabin, because with the
wet towels and dnr-l'?/ clothes all over the Plact,

and kids Showerihs with sweat water, our cabin

ALREADY smells like a mahlr.r.)r house.
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“ﬂ-‘: deodorant was Prabubly -Hm ohe +\~.ih3 ku\aihs

-ﬂ'\e fumes in our cabin from r‘tduthihﬂ toxic levels.
And if we get sick, were ALL going home equy.

’ﬂ‘m‘? mi&h‘i‘ be OK for E'H’tr'yahe. ELSE j but it's not

all rish-lr for ME. Because the sooner T g0 home,
‘H\t Sooher I hn\rt +o face DAD.

S'Et'f:t&i?{
"\-;': be }\ahtﬁ wi‘l'\‘\. }(cu, ]: }m& -Farﬂo‘i"i‘eh all about
Rowlr.?i unil !.'it returned to camp ?u_-s+¢r<]n?r mrhihs.

But when he cnus}\*l' a whitf of our cabin, T Il bet
he wished he had Just sfn)f:& home.

th i

— p—

e Ul ___“’}T:_;HT;
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T+ 4urns out Rnwlt?' sa‘l’ an infection from
Gareth's -h:m-l*l-., and that's w\-\?{ he was gohe

for so long. P\OH!-E.}/ brnugh-i' the +ooth WITH
him, but T'm not sure what Gareth's snwasa& to
do with it at this Poih‘l'.

4
g

Rowiﬂ}( was camihs back at an awkward time. Weve

all been preparing for the last ‘r-.igrh‘f of the trip,
w}\ick we ’ncwe ‘o S?e.hcl OUTDOORS

T kind of lmkihs forward +o it, because
thats ONE ru'sh-i' we won+ have o s+d.7 in our
5+Ehk}( cabin.

But T not sure my group can even SURVIVE
ﬂee?ina out in the elements.

Were su??asecl to build a shelter and a fire
+omorrow hiﬂ%ﬁj and T have no IDEA how we're
SU??.:EEJ to ?uu THAT off.
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Mr. Jefferson hds been +ryih3 to 'I'l:dc". us hnw to
do some basic DU‘l'c{nnrs?l ﬂn'h&s . but i+ 4urns out
he's just about as useless as the REST of us.

Ytﬁerc{n},' he was +t‘?n'n5 +o teach us how o build
a fire, and he broke the "ho electronics” rule b
using his P}\nha +o look up how o do it. But his
{:q-H'er?! died when a r,nu?le of my cabinmates got
ahold of it to watch videos of screaming goats.

M guess Mr. Jefferson learned a LITTLE bit
before -H-\e b-ﬁ-h:r?r Jied, because he 3.:::-1' a fire

going and told the rest of us to get some
kindling. Naba&y knew what kindling WAS,
H'\nusl-\, S0 we brauﬂh-l' back ever?!-lfhiha we

%nus}ﬁ miS}\'l' burn.
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Rowlt)! came back 'nri'H\ whu'? looked like a buhch of
WEEDS and threw them on the fire, but that
+a+a’.ly smothered it.

T+ turns out the stuff Rowl&f Pl.rf on the fire
was n:-h.mlly POISON 1IVY, and this morhing he
woke up covered in spots. Mr. Jefferson mustve

inhaled the fumes and gotten it in his LUNGS,
I:::cnuSc l‘.t was }\n\ﬁha ‘I'rﬂuble !)rm*l'hihs.
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The nurse called Mrs. Jefferson +o come Pick +hem
both up, and T +hink 'ﬂ\t}’*ﬂt done for GOOD.

That means my group is the nnl?e ohe without a
l:,hﬂ.?l.’.l."ﬂht. I"urc henn.l. Mrs. Grnlidhﬂ 15 Stramblihs
to find a ra?lncemh-h but no dads are williha 4o
give up the rest of their weekend to come out here.

Tjnis IS r‘enﬂy‘ bad +irﬁih3, because it's Eu??ose.cl

4o RAIN +omorrow hiﬂh"l'; and we haven+ even
started buildih\g our shelter. T 4ried 4o Spy on a
group +hat has a bunch of Boy Scouts in it 1o see
f T could ?ick up nny ?ainﬂr‘s, but +hose 3“)’5

weren + wi"ihs to give nwny +heir secrets.
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While we were off +r)'|'h3 to set up our camp, Some
other grouvp raided our cabin. T guess -H-\t)i mustve
heard about Grahams Shncks, becavse his stash
was ‘l‘ﬂ*’l’all}( ?ickﬁé clean.

The thieves also went ‘I'}\rm.rﬂh MY bns and
found the bct{:?‘ wf?es, which 'l"'\r:!y used up in our
bd'l'l'\rncm; 'ﬂ'\ey mustVe tried to -ﬂuﬂ‘\ 'ﬂ‘\em dow‘n
the toilet, because now it was CLOGGED.

'ﬂu: worst Pd.r-f Was -I'\-m-f the tailet n\rerﬂnwe&,
and the water ran ulnha +he floor in a Puﬂ-. from
'ﬂ'\t bu'ﬂ\raum to mf &u{&l bns.

Every-}hiha T owhed was wet except for Grnh&?n’s
book, which the thieves had tossed onto a bed.
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T was renll)f MAD. But when T started ﬂi?PihS
-’r\-\rnush +he pages, T realized the auys who
raided our cabin mig’cﬂ"ua done us a %uge FAVOR.,

The book had a ton of useless stuff in it, like a
:i\dﬂ.?'l':r oh }\aw to ndkt a wnrkihg radio out of

"\nuse‘\al& nﬁjtt'i*s.

—

POTATO
RADIO

—

Shortwave radio is an exciting
new hobby sweeping the
nation! But who needs all that
expensive equipment when
everything can be found in
your very own home?

Start by finding two paper clips,
one toil chewing-pum wrapper,
and a hearty potato,

Insert the paper clips into the
potato and form a “bndge”
between  them  with  the
chewing-gum wrapper.
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But there was a lot of GOOD stuff in there, too.
There was a chaF-her on how to idahﬁ{}r poison J\.'?fj
which wouldve come in hahcl)f ?«es*l'e:r&uy. There were
-:%mgﬂrs on OTHER nuHuars?« things, like how
4o start a fire without matches, which was great,
because Mr. Jefferson used all of ours up.

I cuul&hbr wart to 'l'r?! out some of -l'jne +r£-:.ks nhd
see if ":’ne}' ac-l'ually WORKED. T led my grovp
out to our campsite and asked to borrow Emilio’s
Siusse.s, and T focused o beam of Suh'iighi‘ #hraus}'-

a lens onto a &r?' leaf, the way i+ said +o do in
the book. Sure Ehaush, the leaf started 5mk.’h3,
a‘nd e‘f:hi‘ua“?r :aus}ﬁ fire.




E\feryaht was excited ‘H‘.d‘l’ we could make a fire
without the hei? of an adult, but we got a li++e
carried away with the H‘gh fives, and Emilio’s
sinsses 501‘ -:rus:heé i *I+.e celebration.

APFarth-H?' E milio is blind as a bat without his
Sinsses, so the rest of the trip nisl-\‘r be a little
:hn“thsih& -\car' Hm.
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Lur.kiiy, J'z#re?x wears glasses, oo, so we can

make uhn-l'h&r fire tomorrow.

When we got back to our cabin after dinner, we
got a cold s?lns}n of re_-n|H7. The flooded toilet
n&dcd ‘o ﬂ\c overall {m& smell in our cnbih, w}\i:\\
b?! now was 1 OTALLY a\ftr?awcrihs.

e MO?PE.CI up +he floor with our cllr"i’?! clothes »
then Pu-i‘ them in a cm.-?le. of +rash bn\gs* But
that STILL didnt do +he 4rick.

The WORST smell seemed to be coming from US.
And the ohl?( way to deal with THAT ?roble.m wads
with deodorant.
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Jordan said md?!bt we should raid one of the sirls’
cabins and steal some of THEIR deodorant, but
that turned into a big debate about whether girls
d.d'un"y‘ USE Jaadumnt

But what t"-'l:t'"?rﬂhe was excited about was the idea
of snihs on a RAID.

The persoh who was MOST excited was Emilio.
But we told Hrﬁ it was ‘oo &ﬁhser‘aus for l'\.im to
90 with us since he couldnt SEE.

He Su.i& we NEEDED ]'\im because ’ne }\ds an
excellent sense of smell and could sniff out +he
Sir!s‘ cabins. We weren+ sure if l*u?. was Hu#-‘hg,
so we ran him ‘|'}\r'nu3h a smell test where he had
o i&e'nﬁfy a bunch of different things. And sure
thnuS}u, he got every Sihﬂlt ohe.
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So Emilio was in. We all started getting re-:tdy,
but ri3h+ when we were about to head out, Mr.

Nuni came ‘o cl\e.c): oh us.

i guess it was ?rrH')f obvious +o0 Mr. Nuzzi that
we were up o0 ho sna&, so he told vs wed all be
in BIG 4rouvble if he tnush'l' any of us smdkEhs
out. Plus, he heard Silas Scratch was on the Prawl
-h:-hiﬂlﬂ so wed better s-h:u}' indoors.

Then Mr. Nuzzi left, and a few minutes later he
came back with a bottle of bnb?r Paw&er.
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He sPthH:rj it ihoa *Jis circle around our cabin so +!;\n+
if we DID leave, our fac'i?rih‘l's would give us nwny.

EUVPF) P PRSSS— VY PPO— T
LY P

Whdise
LY.

E.ver)’oht started to Pnhit because '\'ht?' +}\nu3¥1+
we were +ruPper.Jr in our cabin for -H-\e rest of -ﬂ-\e

hiSH. But then I remembered a c}mﬁer from "7
BOOK. +hat could hel? uS.

e
HIDING | ey ftooting tei enecsies.
YOUR When naﬁting] kj'n a gt,mll.iip.
NUMBERS | Gty stepping into the

same set of footprints,

Then they'd ambush therr
pursuers, who would be
shocked tor discover that they
were not following the tracks
of ONE person but many!
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Mr. Nuzzi had lef+ his OWN Fun-l'\arih‘rs in the
bub)! ?aw&er when he was s?renclihs # around.
So all we heeded +o do was follow in his exact
-Fuai’i‘l‘e?s and hed never know we left.

The chl;,‘ Prubhrn was that Mr. Nuzzi's {un-tfrihﬁ
were a lot biﬂger +han d.h?r of ours. But Mr.

Jefferson had left his Bikihs boots under the bed,
and -I'he?' looked like a ?erfac-lf match.

T went first. T+ was a little hard s-l'n}(ihs in Mr.
Nuzzi's -imcks, but I made it to -H-\e a-H-\er side
of the bnb?' ?owJar‘.




Then T 4ossed the boots back 4o the NEXT 9vy-

97 ) ; =
Y

We 3a+ t:"ﬂ:r?’aht out of the cabin 'ﬂ'\n‘r ““7" E ven
Emilio, who hitched a ride with J&Hrey.

/

F.8 A
fr‘?‘=‘?

Once we were all clear, we headed "fl“-.r‘augln the
woods toward the girls' cabins, But before we
khew i+, we were +a+n|l7 lost. T+ was kind of
scary because habad?f even knew which way OUR

cabin was.
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Then Je#r‘e}( made cverfl'}sihs a hundred times
WORSE b}! {WEhsth up the Eubjtc'i‘ of Silas
Scratceh. JE'F\CT'\‘:}( said Silas Scratch was ?rabnblpf
watching our every move and was gonna pick us off

ohe b}( one and eat us alive.

That got my cabinmates all stirred uvp, and T
%wa’cﬁ ﬂxe}; were gohnd scatter in eve;r?: direction.

But Emilio saved +he &d.y when he Pkked up a

scent in the air.
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He said he could smell a Sirls‘ cabin, and i+ wasn+

that far off.

N\

_!%’%" XJi
'\ ‘ﬁ )

Sure ehous\\ one of the cabins was about {:

feet nwur We cr‘a?Jr up as qumﬂ)f as we tnuH
+hen Fu-l“ some of our 'I'tdrn—buﬂdiha skills into
action o 3e+ vp +o an open window.

T+ sounded like everyohe was nslee? inside. So T
lowered rn?zse:if H'\raush the window and &rnpf:e&
down to the floor wi'l*l'\al.-'l‘ ndkihs a sound.
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But when T looked nruuhd, T realized T was in a
cabin full of GIRL SCOUTS.

T decided to call off the mission +o get the
clwclc-rah'l' : but I::?l "r}‘mh it was nlre.ad?( +o0 late.
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Evtry'}hihs after THAT is kind of a blur. I
remember 3ir|s ?reliihﬂ, hands Srn{:-bihﬂ at my
dhk!ESJ and m?»‘ cabinmates +ram?hh3 ohe another
to get out the front door.

'ﬂﬁth it was Jus‘r a mad dash ﬂ-\r‘nu&h the woods.

Dont ask me HOW, but we found our way back
+o our cabin. Uhfaf‘l‘uhﬁ‘l’tl;ﬁ , we {ar'ﬂn'i‘ all about
‘H’\c !mb?’ ?ﬂw&tr, and we 'l'o"m”)( 'I'rnmPltcl it. But
at that point it was the LEAST of our worries.

i ‘|‘l10u3*\+ +he mission was a total failure, but
4 turns out we didnt come back Ern?-l'?l-hnhclz&.
Graham had swiped a bag at the girls cabin and
br‘uua"\'l* it wi'ﬂ'\ him.
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8 de{:‘iri-h:ly wash+ comfortable with STEALING
and said that one of us needed to sneak the bn3
back to the 3iris’ cabin before anyohe noticed i+

was missihs.

But I 301‘ nuﬂa*l'e& on -ﬂ\crr ;clen because e"ufer?!aht

else was curious to see what was inside.

The clothes in the bng didn* look like ﬂmey
bgiuhaed to “hf Siris OUR age.
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But 5?! -H'\: time we ﬁsurt& out wl‘.o 'l'{'sr: bnﬁ
ncﬂnli}; BELONGED 4o, the owner was sﬁhciihs

in our &nnmdy.

i +hnu3h+ Mrs. Graziano found us because of the
bab ?nw&er, but it 4urns out i was even easier
for her than THAT. As soon as she nPthe& her

cabin &mt", s‘*.e found E.rm'liu S'I‘urﬁfﬂihs around in

+he dark. Which Just goes to show, you should

never leave 4 man behind.
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Mrs. Graziano chewed us out for our “immature
s}\emhisnhs." She said we couldnt be 4rusted on
our owh for the h-'gh-l', so she was gohha Srr’r on

ﬂ\e Phﬂm nh& ﬂh& dan errre:raenc?t {.'Ihl:lPEJ."'ﬂhE.

T couldnt imagine who would be willing to drive
all the way out to this place in the middle of the
hiﬂ}ﬁ, but T knew that WHOEVER i+ was, he
wash+ gonhha be HAPPY about it.

And it turns out T was right.

ll.l 1}
- "I

s,
' ..'r
'|.:
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Sunday

1K renll}! wish Mrs. Graziano had Just sent me
HOME instead of calling Dad o :hn?ernhe us
for the last dq?f. Dad was qlren&y mad ENOUGH
about the CAR, and now he had to ’Dnbysi-l' a

bunch of unshowered middle schoolers.

And it wasnt fun br‘enkihg the news to him that

we didnt even have a war‘kihﬂ bathroom in our cabin.

2 8 ﬁﬂur‘eé T owed it to Dad 1o at least give him
a basic rundown of the camp, but he seemed +o
nlren&f know E?Et')f‘fhihs T 4ried 4o tell him.
Somehow he even knew about the STEW, because
when samtbud?; put a serving on his ?ld.-l*e, he
scrn?ed it riSH back into -ﬂ-\e F°+'
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A-i* first I ‘thauahi‘ Dad mustve been a t*\d?tﬁ]hﬁ
when RODRICK went +o this place, but when T
saw one of the other thapernms greet Dad, T
put it all *}‘nseﬂwr.

WELCOME BAC@
FRANK.!

Pn& went to Hnrc};crabb\e Farms w'lhe:'n he. was
MY dge.

No WONDER he wasn+ BnPP)e to be here. TF
Hs cx?triehr.e was nh?"l'l'\ihg Hkt MINE ] I‘h

sure he never .‘mﬂ.‘he& in a million years +hat

hed be BACK.

Me and my cabinmates spent +he da?t +r)/ih5 to
set up our camp for -H-\e averhiﬂh-l*. And i+ was
?re-l-l?r clear Dad had no intention of %eiPihS out.
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Hnlf -H\c +ime he was off Samewintre else dm’hs wl-m
knows what. And when he WAS around, he didn+

lif+ a ﬁnger.

So we set up our shelter without him. Lur.kilf,
Gr‘ﬁh&?ajs book had a cl-m?-!'tr on how to build a
wq+erl|3rao~r lean-to0, so we didnt NEED Dad’s \'\el?.
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At dinner some kids from another group seemed
rtu"y shaken up. 'ﬂ-\e?( said +he?r were Sd-ﬂ-\erihﬁ
firewood and came across an old shack +hat 'H\E.}l
were 99% sure beionaed +o Silas Scratch.

This is where T was l\oFins Dad would +ell everyone
Silas Scrateh was Jus-l‘ d mndt-uP s+nr?' to keefa kids
from hwiha +heir cabins at hish'f. But he DIDN'T.

HL'. sm'd *I']nnﬂ' wheh HE went 4o Har&s-:rnbblr. 1rr‘-u.1"rw--.5‘l
a cau?te of kids went ?akihg nrﬂuhcl Silas Scru.‘l'chls
shack and were never heard from AGAIN.

F]
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That was the WORST -I'lwihs Dad couldve said
\juﬁ before we were Su?Fased to s?ehd +he hish-!*

in the woods.

After dinner, Mrs. Graziano told evtrynhe to get
whatever -H-.t?f needed from their cabins and brih3
i to their campsites.

A bunch of kids were besﬂihs 4o 5|EtF INSIDE,

but Mrs. Graziano said this is how i+ n|wd?ls been

on the last wsh-‘r at Hardscrabble Farms, and i+s
+he way it d'Hd?'S gonna be.

We had gotten the fire started earlier, and when
we got to our mrn?si'l'e it was stil going. The fire
was &f;hﬂ down, +}\au3’n, so we needed to 3&1’
more 'nrr:u:-& to feed it. But once i+ 5a‘|' DARK out ;
the 3"75 in rn;,f group were too scared o leave the
fire to \-\el? me collect sticks.
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T wouldve asked DAD for jnzlP, but who KNOWS

whe.re: he wds.

So T went to look for firewood I}?e my;cl{. The
area around our campsite was Pi-:l:ﬁ& ?reﬂ?l clean
of sticks, so T had +o g0 c!ee?n:r into the woods.
But T got all 4urned around, and T couldnt

remember w}xich wa?' our cnmPsi-l'e Was.

WX
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T started o panic a little, but then T saw a
|i3¥\+ 'H'\d'l’ I +hau3h+ must be our cdm?qrirt. I
headed toward i+, and when T got closer, T
couldnt believe where the liﬁh*l' was coming from.

'I ha\re ‘o nclrrﬁ', I clicl'n’i' reaH)' fm)r dh?! of H'\e
Silas Scrnfc]{'\ stuff until *I'Hs moment. But now I
ﬂ‘mug'n'f X rnig\'\'l' ﬁf.'lvq"f die of FEAR.

Somt‘l'hihs about 'H‘m‘l' liﬂh‘f &i&h}'f look t“isi‘rh
ﬂ\nus,l;\. I. ﬂ'\aualﬁ it was cnm?hs from a ﬁrtl‘ﬂdct
nside the shack g but i+ was :!.c'l’uq”y from a
LIGHTBULB. T+ didn+ make a lot of sense

to me that a crazy farmer who eats siuss and

berries had ELECTRICITY.
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T“.t door on 'I':i\E front of ‘I']'\e Pldr.r: was barred
shut. So T walked around the back, and there

was a metal door that was unlocked.

T held my breath and ?ushe& it open, then T
s*l'c??r.& inside. T"".)f heart was Prnc‘l'}cn"y bm‘l'ihs

out of my chest, but T HAD 4o know what was
in ‘H\Eﬂ:.

When T saw what was ihsidc, T realized +his
Plnce wasnt a shack at ALL. T+ was some sort of

maintenance shed with a bunch of 4ools, and ﬂ-m;l
didnt even look that OLD.

H.F
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T went a little farther in. When T walked down
a hnllwdy, T found Snrnt-’rhihg +hat REALLY
shocked me.

T+ was a BATHROOM, with a toilet and a sink

and EVERYTHING. There were even a few rolls
of extra toilet paper, and it wasnt the CHEAP

stuff, either.
V! E

IEPY

V/

T“'\?l hand was s?ihhinﬂ at -H-m-l* ?oih-l'. I was
r‘en&y to run back o our camPsH‘e and el
ﬂer?luha what T4 found, when T heard
sanei"nihﬁ that sent shivers down oy spine.

T+ was the sound of WHISTLING, and i+ was
r.anihﬂ from risl;\'l* BEHIND me.

210



'I. turned +o run, and -I'iwd.-l"s w]heh I ran smack
into DAD.

I was "m'i'nH?' sPcl:cHess. I cuui&h*‘]‘ uh&crﬁ‘ahd
whﬁ }\e Was &oiha +al:in3 a shownr ih a
maintehdnce shed, but then he started *I'nll:ihs.

Dad said when HE went 4o Hardscrabble Farms,
the bathroom situation was even WORSE +han it
i5 Now.
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T‘ﬂtrt was ah|y ohe mrl‘l‘qnus't, thr.}*. l:‘l.rer?'ahc at

the camp shared.

a2 331,334

Tjntrc was ho sl.'\awcr, ang if ?rou wu.h-h& to se-l'

clean, 7&!.- had +o 9o down to the river with a bar
of soap.

Then one cla?f when Dad was to'lﬂt’ﬁhﬁ firewood,

he -Fouh& ‘I'Hs maintenance sl’\e.cl ‘i‘}xcﬂ' was uSE.& for
ke.e.?ihs up *I'he ?roPeH')t clur‘ihs +1~.e ﬂi‘F‘S«EﬂS{}h.

1

-

When he realized there was a tolet and a shower

bt ehd

et

inside, he knew he had o ke:P it a secret or
EVERYONE would find out.
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Se "\t came up wi'l'}\ ‘H‘\E S'I'ory of Silas Scrn‘l'cl'\ +to
throw the other kids off the trail.

PR

Dad said when he got here ?tes-l'er&nf, he

wWAs ?r¢++?' sur‘?r‘isad the Silas Scratch '|'}1fh5
was still going after all +hese years. But he
ﬁgur&& }\EJ& Jus-f ge wi'ﬂ'\ it so ]\E could i’.te? 'Hwe
bd'ﬂ\t‘hun to Hmsﬂi':.

T was FrrH'}.r mad at Dad for causing e\rcr)(aht
all ﬂ‘u's stress. But 'I h:ﬂr: +to a.clmH ‘H'wd‘ r.ar-:ihs
up wH'h d crnz.)’ story to ?ra‘l'cr.‘!' a secret
bd.'l'l'\raam is EXACTLY 'H'\: kihcl of ‘I’l‘\ihs Il&
do MYSELF.

T realized T'd been away from the campsite for a
while and my cabinmates Prubnbly +hnu3h+ L got
snatched up b}( Silas Scratch.
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So T asked Dad o heh? me find my way back +o
-H-\a cum?si-h:.

T+ had started to rain ; and b},’ +he time we 31:}1'
back, +he fire was tomfh‘h:b( QUT. T guess my
group 3°+ desPtrnﬁ and -H\rew in ahy-ﬂnihs -Hwn-l'
would burn, because T found my BOOK in there.
Or at least what was lef+ of it.

!“"-}f cabinmates had P.’cke& apart ovr shelter for
firewood, and thats where me and Dad found
'ﬂ'\Em, hu&&led 'l'nﬂeﬂ'\er‘.
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1 rr.ull)! didnt wanha s?ehd +he 'm'3|~.+ out in the
rain, and +]mhkfu|l7 Dad didnt, EITHER.

| quess he wasnt too concerned about +he camp
rules, because he snuck us all back into our cabin.
T+ mightVe stunk 4o high heaven in there, but it
was the best high-l' of sleep Tve had in my life.

1§ —: pa— s
2 H
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This morning we Packed up all our stuff and
brnuah-l' it to the ?nrkEhS lot.

Almost everyone in my class looked like a WRECK

from s|eeFih3 out in 'H'\E woods uvtrhia}rh but MY
group nc‘h.-n"y looked REFRESHED.
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M;; cabinmates keF-l' sayihs how LUCKY we were +o
hd.‘u‘l: SUWNEJ ‘H‘.E weeé: wi‘ﬂ'l Silas Scrq‘l'ﬂ*. Prawlin&

around. And i+ was all T could do +o bite my tongue.

Believe me, T was -thnP-h:J 1o ell wer)(ohe +hat
Silas Scratch was a hoax. Ptof:ie miﬂhﬁft even
treated me like a HERO for ﬁha.lly putting an
end 1o the whole +Hh3.

But I. {:iaure& :I: m’a]ﬁ Se-f stuck E*\d?tt"ahih& at
this Flnce one Jn?(, and if T do T'll wanna use
+hat bathroom MYSELF.
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I was about to load m?/ i:-ds onto '|'\'\t bus i but
'ﬂ'\th Dad told me I could ride !‘.ame wi'l'h HIM.
That was WAY better than sitting in someone’s
lap, so T took Dad up on his offer.

On -ﬂ*.e wdy out, -ﬂ*.ere wds a bus -::anins n wi‘l'}\
a whole new crop of kids. T quickl!y scribbled o
message +o warn them about what ‘|"1".E7' were in
for. T ﬁsurl:cl it was the LEAST T could do.
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electronics-free. But modern
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With tension building inside and .nutside the Heffley home, will

Greg tind a way to survive? Or is going “old school” just too hard

for a kid like Greg?
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