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“The worst part of having someone tell you about
+Hheir vacation is 4rying to pretend you'rHAPPY
for them. Because no one wants 4o hear about all
+he fun ‘ﬂ\ey DIDN'T have.

The only Vacartions T want 4o hear about are the
ones where -H\ihss werdWRONG. That way, T
don't feel bad for missing out.




Well, my 'Fo\r-ﬂy Jus*l' oot back from vacation,
and believe me, if T could’ve s+a7e4 Yore, T
WOULDVE. But I Jidh'i' HaVe a cMe.

A few weeks 490, -ﬂ\is vacation wasn + even
suV\)osed +oHAPPEN. We were just hdvihs
a rnormal December, and T was real|7 looking
forward 4o Christmas.

But Mom and Dad were getting all stressed out
about eVeryﬂ\ihs we had o do +o get m&y for
+Hhe ho|i&d7ls. We wereWAY behind on Jecord-h'hs
+he house, and ho‘H\ihs was soihs +he way rt was
suV‘JoseJ to.




T'rm sure we could've gotten our act +oseﬂ\er in time
for Christras. But one hc's}ﬂ' an ad came ohV
+hat TOTALLY 4urned our holi&ays uvside down.

-~ i

r’_‘::.;‘m.pn:-: o fm:u?y.
Escape to pama{zse.

The commercial was for this place called Tsla de
Corales, which is where Mom and Dad went for
Fheir honeymoon. And the reason T know that is
because every -ime an ad for that place comes on
TV, +he two of them aet all kissy—face&.

o SrOCCH M




T+ makes me urcomfortable ‘I'Hhkihs about Mom
and Dad before they had us kids. And T wouldn't
HAVE o if Mom didn’t break out their honeymoon
album every year on Hheir annversary.

“The right afer that ad came on, Mom and Dad
made an annourcement. ’ﬂ\ey said thatl HIS
year, we were 90nnaSKIP Christras and all go
4o Tsla de Corales instead.

When T asked how we were gonna get our gifts
1o the resort, Mom said +he HripVAS our gif+.

l+



I ‘H\ous\\‘l‘ ‘H\«ﬁ sounded like  ERRIBLE idea,
and T was surprised Dad was on board with it. He
uswlly doesn+ like 4o sPehJ alotof money, and T
was sure Hhis resort was gonna costRORTUNE.
But he said he was sick of +he cold weather, and he

wanted +o escape to some‘>|ace warm.

Persamlly, T donthave a ‘Jroblem with cold
weather. Tn fact, semraﬂy s?eukiha, +he worse
it is outside, the M‘J‘)ier T am.




T -Fisured Mahhy and Rodrick would ‘\elv me +alk
some sense into Mom and Dad, and we d puta
stop o Hhis idea. But those guys werent any help
atALL.

So T had +o accept Hhat we werent gonna have a
normal Christmas ot home. But what REALLY
didn+ ke was that we had 6L Y 4o this ?lace.
T'd never been on SPLANE before, and T
wasn’t crazy about the idea of locking myself ina
metal fube.




Nobo&y ELSE seemed worried, 'H\ous)n, and two
weeks later, on a his}\'l' w‘\eh we s'nOUH'Ve been
hanging up our stockings and sitting around +he
fire watching Christmas specials, we were packing
our surtcases for this island getaway.

oy

We lef+ the house around 8:00 on the morning of
Christmas Eve. Dad was \are‘H)' u‘rh'sh‘l' because
he wanted o leave an houEARLIER, but Mom
said he was beihs ridiculous and we'd getto +the
airport in ‘>|eh-l7' of time.

T+ was only about 4wenty degrees outside, but
Rodrick was already dressed for vacation.




T+ turned out Dad was ﬁsH, we should Ve lef+
earlier. A‘)‘)areh‘ﬂy, Christrmas Eve is one of
+he busiest travel c}o\ys of the year, so +he roads
were CHOKEDwith famiies Jn'vihs +o see their
relatives. And hobo&/ really seemed to be in the
Christmas spirit, either.

M| AlRPoRT R
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What made things a lot worse was when it started
1o SNOW. After that, ‘H-u'hss slowed o a crawl.
Mom and Dad started arguing over what time we
should ve left, and Dad almost missed the exit for
+he airport. He had o cut across three lanes of
Araffic, which didn'tlook easy.
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W\\eh we reac\\eJ ﬂ\e air?or'-h -H\e rmain Parkihs
lot was full. That meant we had +o Park inthe
economy lot, which was ‘Jre++7' far away. Dad said
he'd drop the rest of us of f at +he curb with all
+he luggage and then come meetus after he ?arkeJ.

When we got 1o the passenger drop-off area, it
was COMPLETE chaos. We ried 4o unload our
bdss, but the cops weren+ |e+'h'h3 anyone stop
for more than thirty seconds. And that just
stressed everyone out and made +Hhss worse.




Thad+o se-l'back inthevan so T could \\e|‘> Dad
withthe restof the bags. OrJimrﬂy, +hatkind of
‘H\ihs would Ve been Rodn'tk’s\jo{), but since he was
dressed for eish-ly—desree weather, he got outof it

He was |ud<>l KeDID, +oo. When we gotto +he
grte for Ahe eonomy lot, Dad coud'treach 4he
ticket from his window. So he made me getout of
Hhe car 4o srdb it.

Woﬁumﬁely, T didn't notice that there was a
gant slush puddle on my side of +he car urhl it

was oo late.

After we ?arked, we rolled our bags o +he
nearest shutHle stop, which wasn'+ a lot of fun.
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came eVery 4en minutes. But -‘H\ere was ho room for
us in the bus sheHer, so we had o wait outside in
+he freezihs cld.

Tweh-ly minutes went 57' without a bus, and Dad
started getting really arwious about the time. He
said we were Just gonna have tALK 4o the
+erminal, which was about a mile away.
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T would ve ried to convince Dad +o wait a litte
|oh3er, bot my sock was S'l'ar‘ﬁhs “o turn o ke,
and T didn't wanna get frosthite.

Sure ehoush, ore we got about a hundred feet

from the shelter, the shutle bus ?ulleJ into the
Parkihs lot. We tried 4o get +he driver o stop,
bt ‘\e\jusi' blew n'sh‘l' {)7' us.

So we RAN o the shuttle stop, but we didn+
make i+ back in time.
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Now Dad was reqlly worried about missing our
ﬂ-s"rl' T +old him my{)e missing +he ﬂg‘ﬂ'
wouldnt be ‘H\eWORST ‘I'Hhs “o haﬂ)eh, but }\e
didn+ seem o be in the mood +o hear what T had

+o Sd)'.




B}l‘ﬂ\eﬁmweso’r‘foﬂ\eitrr-iml, we were
both saakihs wet and miserable. So when a Picku\)
truck almost Nt us in the crosswalk, i+ made Dad
REALLY mad, and he let +he driver know.
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'ﬂwt\juﬁ made theDRIVER mad, and he ?ulled
his +ruck over and s+e‘>‘>ed out of his vehicle.




We didn'+ stick around lohs ehous‘\ +o talk
things over with this avy- We ran in the

opposite direction and blended in with some people
s-iuhdihs on the sidewalk until +the coast was clear.

Dad told me T could learn a lesson from this, which
was o hever lose your femper and do something
stupid. But T ook away OIFFERENT lesson—
when Hefﬂeys getin +rovble, HefﬂeyRUN.

The rest of the fam17 was waiting inside the
entrance o the terminal. Mom wanted +o know
what took us so |oh3, and Dad wanted +o know
w\\y she hadn't gotten in line with Mahhy and
Rodrick and held a place for us.

15



T ook twenty minutes for us 4o get Hhrough
-H\e check-ih line. But w‘\eh Dad ‘>u+ our bis
surtcase on the scale, the person at +he counter
said it was oo heavy, and i+ was gonha cost extra
mohey +o check it

But Dad said the airline was ripping us of f and
we weren+ gonna give Hhem an extriNICKEL.
So we ook some clothes out of Hhe surtcase and
stuffed them into our carry-on bdss.

By-H\e +time weso+ eVery'ﬂ\ihs sorted out, we
had a hatf hour +o get 1o our garte before our
flight started boarding. And when we got +o the
security area, it was & +otall OO.
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“There were two lines—one for famlies and one for

business travelers.

T guess Dad uswlly getsto go -ﬂ\rous‘\ the
business lane when he 4ravels for work, so he
didn't seem 4o be oo ‘mwy about beihs stuck
with the rest of usin the far-ﬂy lare.
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Ahyﬁme you add the word "fam17" to sameﬂ\ihs,
you know things are gonna be bad. And +rust
me, T ve been o ehous}\ fq,.,ﬂy restavrants +o
krow what T'm -h:\lkihs about.
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We waited in the securi+7 line a |oh3 time, and we
fimlly made it 4o the front. But then some kid o
few rows behind us started pressing the buttons
on the poles that hold the barriers +03e+\\er.
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All of a sudden, there was ho‘ﬂ\ihs kee\)ihs +he

lines sePara'hJ, and for a second, no one moved.

But then ‘ﬂ\ihssCOMPLETELY fell apart.




B}l‘ﬂ\eﬁmﬂ\e secun"tyasehﬁ'sso‘l'all ﬂ\eziv
barriers reconnected, we ended vp at HBACK
of the line. And the fdr-ﬂy with the kid who caused
all the trovble was at thERONT.

Now Mom and Dad werlREALLY stressed,

because our flightt was supposed o leave at any
minwte. Dad l)esgec} ore of the sccurH7/ agents
to let us go to the front, but he didn't seem
too syrnvaﬂ\ehc

e ﬁu,‘ '
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T -H\ous‘\-l' we were going ‘o miss our ﬂis"d’, oL
didn+ really seethe ?oih'i' of going ﬂ\rous}\ securHy.
But Dad said sometimes -H\ey leave the gate open
unhl Hhe last second, and we m'sH' still make .
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We firally got-to-the front of thelire, and we put
our bags on a conveyor bekt. “Then we ook of £ our
coatsand shoesand put +heminto some ‘>|d$+ic bins.

Mahhy saw what the rest of us were Joihs, and
he started ‘h\kihs of fHIS clothes, 4oo. Luckﬂy,
Mom hoticed in time and s+o‘>‘>e4 him before he

coud go any further.

TosE |l.i\ '.1,.11., -




Mdhhy wasn+ -Fh's}\e& causihs VroHems . 'ﬂ\oush.
A‘)‘)dreh‘Hy, he -H\oush)r +he conveyor belt was
some kind of RIDE,, and he was rea||7 upset when
he found out that WASN'T,

The people behind us were getting frustrated we
werent moving, butWE were being held up by +he
avy in front of us. He had o remove eVery-H\ihs
he had on that was metal, and i+ was +dkih3 him

FOREVER.
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Rodrick +old me these machines can see -H\rous\\
your CLOTHES, and +then someone checks a
screen to make sure you're not 4rying to sneak
b}l with ahfr\\ihﬂ Jahserous. Al T can say isT
Wouldh’-rwahmbeﬂ\e‘)ersahw%ﬂ-lAT Job.

T+ 4ums out +he X-ray machine that sees
-H\rous\\ 7'oor c|o+\\es S oh|7' for grown-ups, and
kids go through a metal detector instead. Still, T
wash+ gonna take any chanes.




Orce we so‘l' ‘ﬂ'\rous}\ secun"ly, we st‘dH)eJ our
stuff from the conveyor belt and ook off. Our
gote was down on the lower level, so we had o
+ake the escalator.

We couldn+ even doTHAT without causing a ma jor
Problem. Mahhy's stuffed animal got stuck in the
bottom of the escalator, and he had o press the
Emergency Stop button so Mom could pull it free.
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Dad checked his watch and said we m's\ﬁ stil

make t, so we ran for our 3a+e.

But the gate was all the way ot the other end
of the ferminal, and we knew we couldn+ make it
in time on foot.

Just then, a cart for \\dh&icawed passengers
came d|oh3, and Dad s+o‘>‘>ed it and asked the
driver if we could )(\rkh a ride. ’ﬂxe rest of us so‘l'
on board before she could say ro.

25



Afer that, it was smooth saling. “The termnal
was ?re-Hy crowded, but ?eovle moved out of our
way when -H\e)l heard us coming,

“The driver dropped us of f at our gate, but the
door wasCLOSED. T ‘H\oush‘l' +hat meant we
had missed our flight and we could 4urm around
and en Jo7' a hice Christmas E ve at home. But i+
uned out the flight waDELAYED, so all that
stress was for nothing,

FLIGHT 231
DELAYED

°(m
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The reason the HESH was Jelayed was because of
-H\e bad weq'ﬂ\er, and it was gonha be aho‘H\er
HOUR before we got on +he plare. We looked
fora ‘>|ace +o sit down in the boar&ihs area, but
people were \\oag'hs Hhe seats.

¥
o
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Mom old me‘ﬂ\d‘l'ohceweso-l'oh'ﬂ\e V'dhe,
we d be in -H\e air for about six Ws, whc\\ was
news toME. T asked her for some money, and T

bous‘ﬂ' a couvle of magazines, Some snacks, and
}\eady\\ohes ata s}\o? hear our 3a+e.

The oh|7' ‘H\ihs T reeded that the store didn+have
was SOCKS. My n's\ﬁ sock was sl Sodkihs wet
from stepping in +hat Pu&dle, so T went into the
bathroom 1o wring it out in the sink.

27



When T was done, my sock was stPAMP, and

T really didn+ wana put i+ back on my foot. “The
bathroom had one of +those Hsh-‘)owereé hand
erers, and thet gave me an idea.

vHIRRR

T couldnt wait +o ge+ back home and start
mkihs some MONEY on this idea. T 'Fnsured T
could make alkILL INGon rainy Jays.




The ohly Problem with the hand erer inthe
airport bathroom was that i+ was a IHHE OO
‘JOWCF‘F ul.

My sock started SMOKING, and +hen i+ went
FLYING.

T decided T'4 Just get a rew pair of socks at the
resort, because there was no way T was gonha
wear something T had o fish out of WRINAL.

When T came back from the restroom, -H\ey were

mkihs ah announcement a+ our sa-l'e.

29



T figured 'H\ey were rea&y to start boarding the
Plahe, but -H\ey were just |e+ﬁh3 us know there
was another DELAY.

And it went on ke that for the rest of the
Jay A\)\)areh-l'ly, +his storm was causing ?roHems
eVeryw}\ere , and the ‘>|ahe we were su??oseJ to
{]7, out on was stuck ot SOerTHERair‘:oH'.

T was starting to worry Hhat my electronic device
was gonna run out c«FJuice whie T was on the
plare, so T looked for a place to c}\arse t Bt T
Quess everyone else was ‘H’\ihkihs +he same -H\ihs.

CHARGING
ETATION




The ohly available outlet was in an awkward ?lace.
But when yout‘ bdﬁery isat 15%, you so‘H'u do
what you 30‘H'a do.

k

Ouwr Vlahe fimlly arrived at the gote, and all the
passengers who were on it got off. But if flying
is svvyose& 4o beFUN, you'd never know i+ from
+he way Hhese people looked.




The gete agent got on +he |oqu?eaker and
said we'd be boarding s\\or‘ﬂy. Then she said our

ﬂisH was "oVerbookeJ," and ﬂ\e)’ needed a few
Volunvteers o give up Hheir seats.

She said that whoever volunteered IRST would
get +hree hundred dollars and a free Ns\ﬁ ot the
airport hotel.

T didnt need o hear another word. T got
+o the desk before she'd even finished with her
announcement and said T was her 9vy-

Unfor’rum-rely, Morm wouldntLE T me volunteer,
and hobo&y ELSE s+c‘>‘>eJ vp, erther.

32



So the gate agent increased the of fer IVE
hundred dollars, and some woman smwed tup

n‘sH away. IJus+ ho‘:e she enjoys sPeh&ihs
my roney.
FLIGHT 231

After that, the agent mdANOTHER
announcement. She said the -ﬂus\\'l' crew on

our” plane had worked +oo many hours because

of all the delays, and we had +o wait for a
REPLACEMENT crew 4o come in before we could
+ake off.

Now everyone at our garte wabAD, because what
was supposed o be an early flight was tuming
into an OVERNIGHT ore.

3



When the new flight crew fimlly arrived, +he7
didn't look happy 1o be there. That's probably
because 'ﬂ\e)' were expecting to sPehJ Christmas Eve
atHOME, so T knewEXACTLY how ‘H\ey fel+.

After the crew got onboard, they star-ted leting
passengers on the plane. My famly got +o go
first, because -ﬂ'\e)' let Peovle with young kids board
before anyone else. Butthe gateagent s+o‘>‘>e& e
at-+he door.

3



She said my carry-on bag was oo big to fit in
+he overhead bih, so it had o 9 down below with
the rest of the luggage- That was fine wilkIE,
because T didnt want o deal with my bag on the

?Iahe anyway.

When T goton board, T was pretty imPresseJ.
The seats were o\LOTbi%er +han T ex\:ed'ed,
and -H\ey were covered in real leather.

T asked Mom what row we were in, but she said we

needed +o kee\) movihs. She said this was the first-
class section, and our seats were IECONOMY.




But the economy section wasnHALF as nice as
first class. The seats were ?ackecl +ose+\\er, and
-H\ey barely had any cwshioning.

2)| mals / .
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Mom said our seats were toward +the middle of

+he ‘Jldhe, so we headed there. But Dad huhs

back in +he first-class section. He said he oot
UPGRADED because of all his 'Frequehi'—ﬂier riles
and that he'd cateh up with us after we landed.




Mom didn+ seem \\d‘)?)’ about this news. She said
it wasn+ fair for him +o be in first class whie we
were in economy, so she said we'd all +akEURNS
sitting in Dad’s seat during the flight.

But Dad said the rest of us werent ex\:eriehceJ
4ravelers like him, and we wouldn+ even know how
40 ACT in first class.

Luckﬂy, +)nere were oﬂ'\er passengers +r>4'h3 to
board, so Mom and Dad couldn+ getintoa full-
blown argument right there in the aisle. Dad sat
down in his seat, and we went to find ours.

“The rest of us were all in the same row. Mom,
Rodrick, and Mahhy sat on one side of the aisle,
and T had the mddle seat on tHOTHER side.
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Rodrick tried to get me o switch with him so he
didn+ have o st b}l Mdhhy, but T was \\dﬂ)}/

n'shi' where T was. T didn't have a whole lot of
leg room, but other than +hat, it wasn'+ so bad.

All the other passengers boarded after us, and
people seemed pretty stressed trying to get Hheir
stuff into +he overhead bins. So T was glad -H\c)l
+ook P’\Ybas atthe gote.

iy b E "h""\.
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EVeryohe put away their bass and sat down in
+heir seats. The ?.10+ made an announcement that
+he doors were closing, and the seats o my lef+
and n's"d' were still emply.

38



T couldn't believe my luck. As soon as we +ook
off, T was gonha stretch out across all three

seats and get myseh[ a sooJ NSH"S sleev.

T+ was everBET TER +than being in first class.

5
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But ris"d' before the doors closed, one more cou‘ale
ot o b Ard they bad BABY with Hher.




T didn't think these people would be in my row,
because -H\ere were oh|>/T\o\/O em‘ﬁy seats. But
the lmby sat in his mother LAP.

See, if T were in charge of the airlire, the rule
would be one person per seat. Because if this
couvle had TWINS, i+ would ve been corn\ale'fel)'
ovt of hand.

T asked these parents if one of them wanted 4o
switch seats with me so they could be next 4o each
other. But the mother said she liked +the window,
and her husband said he liked +o be on the aisle.

Yo



Right af-ter that, +he pilot came on the infercom.
He said that before we took of £, there'd be a
brief sm[e‘ly video o show us what 4o do in case of

an emersehcy.

T was qlreqcly nervous about 14]7«'\'\3 to l)esih

with, and T didn't ke hearing there might be an
"er-ersemy." So when the smfe-ly video Playe&, T
\)aiJ ATTENTION.

But as faras T could tell, T was the ohly person
who DID. Everybody else complectely tuned out.

'ﬂ\e besihhihs of the video msJus+ basic stuf- )
like how +o fasten a seatbelt.

“



But after that, it goSERIOUS,

The video's narrator said that if there was a
“loss in cabin Presswe," oxygen masks would Jro?
fromthe celing. Well, T don'+ know what “cabin
Pressure" is, but T didn'+ like \\eqrihs +Hhat we
mght LOSE i+.

The people in +he video didn't look bothered at
ALL when the oxygen masks dropped down,
'H\oush. In fact, ‘l"\ey looked kind oFAPPY
about i+.

Then +he video got eveWORSE. “The narrator
said that in case of a “water |ahdih3,“ we'd need
+o evacuate the Pldhe.
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Now T wasREALLY freaked out. T -H\wSH
+he whole point of an air‘>|ahe was that it was
supposed o stay in +HhAIR.

The san[dy video said there were emergency exits
on the plare and the people siting in Hhe exit
rows would reed +o open +he doors so eVerybody
coud get out.

’ﬂ\e er-ersemy exit was one row l)ehh& e, and

T realized the people siting +there werent paying
attervtion to the Video a¥ALL. So T got them

to put down their magazines and listen vp.

4



“The flight attendants didn't seem bothered that
no one was wa-ithihs the safeﬁy video. T fisured
‘H\ey ‘JrobaHy had +heirOWN exits, so if there
was any trovble, T was gohha follow HEM.

The video showed the Pldhe in the water with
inflatable slides coming off +he emergency exits.
And 'H\ey ac-iwlly made it loolE UN.




“Then +he video said our seat cushions doubled as
“fotation devices,” and each one had a whiste
attached o it. Now T had qwsﬁohs, soT
pressed +he button above my seat fo get Hhe
flight attendant +o come over.

What T wanted o know was, if we landed in
shark-infested waters, would i+ really be such a
sood idea 4o blow the whistle? T+ felt $IE

like we'd basically be inviting +he sharks over for a

free lunch.

The Alight attendant said T didnt reed +o
worty, because all the seat cushions were coated

with shark rePelleh-l‘, so ﬂ\ey wouldn + even come

near us.
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T was pretty ha‘)‘)y 4o hear that, but row T'm
wohJen'hs i he was ?ullihs my |e3.

T don't really get Hhe point of the whistles,

though. Tt's not like ahfbody's gorna hear them
i 7ou‘re in the middle of the ocean.

And if you're lucky enough o have a cruise

sh'\) pass by, believe me,THOSE Qys arent
s+o‘>‘>ih3 “o ‘)&k 7'ou vp-




After the safe+7 video was over, T felt
exhausted, and we hadn+ even +aketOFF ye-h

But a few seconds later, the plane started rolling
down the +Farmac, and the next -H\ihs T khew, we
were in theATR.

.k ™ e - ® .
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T'rmrot gonra lie—T had my eyes shut Jurihs
+he whole takeoff. And T didn“t even realize T
was hol&ihs my breath vt T almost ‘)asseJ out.

Orxce we leveled of f, the cou‘>|e sitting in My fow
started feeding their bo\by.



T wasALREADY nauseous from the takeoff, and
+he smell of mus‘\y peas didnt helv +Hhss.

HERE COMES
THE CHOO-CHOOD!

T -H\ousH T m'3¥\+ ac-lwlly +hrow vp, bt T
didn+ know what +DO. Then T noticed s
white paper bqs inthe seat ‘Jocke-i' in front of me,
and T f.sured out that's exdc-Hy what AEOR.
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The flight attendant alrea&y seermed ahhoyeJ with
me, -H\ous}\, so T knew he wouldn't be +oo \\awy
if T handed hima {Ms of vomit.

Somehow T mhaseé o get ‘ﬂ'\roush +he fee&ihs
without -H\rowihs up- But T wish T could say the
same thing for theBABY.

After the |aJ>l cleaned i+ vp) she reached into
her ba3 and gave +he baby a couvle of +o>ls to
Vldf with.



Ore of the +oys was d Vlas-h'c harmmer. And as
soon as the baby got that thing in its hand,
started pounding on theWINDOW.

T 've heard that if a window on a \aldhe breaks,
eVeryﬂ\ihs inside gets suckedOUTSIDE. And
Hhat didn'+ reo\||7l seem like a sooJ way o go.

So when the |ady’s head was turned, T swi?ed the
hammer fromthe baby and tucked it under my seat.
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wommely, that set the baby off.

Tt tums out hobo&y likes a crying {)dby ona
Plahe, and everyone started sMhs us J.ﬁy
|ooks. Luckﬂy, 'H\e |ad>l ‘\«J a botHe in ‘\er bns,
and that qtie‘ieé the kid down for a while.

T was getting kind of ‘whsry mysew ,s0 L
pressed +he button for the flight attendant and
asked when we could expect fo geFED. But he
said meals were ohly for first-class passengers,
and he gave me a bag of peanuts +o hold me over.
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That's when T remembered the snacks T'd bought
before we goton the plane. BAHENT
remembered that +¥\e7l were in my carry-on bag,
which was stowed down below.

T guess Mom mustVe been ‘l“\ihkihs about food,
+oo. Because as soon as the pilot said we had
reached our "crtis«'hs aHitude” and we were free to
move about the cabin, Mom unbuckled her seatbel+
and went vp to first class with Mahhy, Justin

time for dinner.

T feht Some‘H'u'hs cold and clammy +touch my lef+
elbow, and then Some-H\ihsELSE +ouched my
RIGHT ore. The avy behind me had taken of £
his shoes and socks and slid his feet through
the spaces between the seats.

52



SoT guess +his avy decided A wddK 1o use my
ARMRESTS ashis FOOTRESTS.

@R

T was starting to feel boxed in, and +then the
personin +he seat in front of me titted his seat
all the way back, so it was just a few inches from

my face.

T 4ried 4o tHMY seat back, but T couldn’+ find
+he button to do i+
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So T called the ﬂ.slﬁ attendant and asked him
where the button was. But he 1old me the seats
in our row didnt i+ back because 'ﬂ\ef& block the

emersehcy row.

Now T was starting tSWEAT. T thought
Tdreada magazire to take my mind of f -feela'hs
+rd\7‘>ed, but the ohly -l'h'hs inthe seat ‘>od<e+
was a catalog for all +his stuff no one needs.

Snoozos

Whan you jusi cen't 5k Seough that
taring meeting, Snoomos glassos maka
vou ook wids awakes . . evwesn when
woure anying butl

Pizza Blanket
Pight-Smis cravingsT Satiaty them withi the Flzza
Blanked, scibie hedding that's wanm AND tashyl

Comes in pepperon, sxdra cheess, and
anchivies
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Fhona Bub
Protect vour phone o rary days with
this clasr plastic bubble



The people on erther side of me were wa-kh'hs a
movie, So T figured T'd 4urn my screen on and

check i+ out. “The movie looked like a comecly, but
my head‘)}\oms were in my bas, and it was hard
o understand what was going on without them.

T changed the channe! +o see whalELSE there

was o watch. One channel had a show for li+le
kids, and +he baby next to me got interested in

what was on my screen., Ah& when T c\\ahsed rt
+o some‘l'\\ihs else, the kid starteBAWLING.
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When T changed the channeBACK, the baby
$+o‘>‘>eJ cryihs.

T guess T would've beerOK with |e-H|'h3 +he kid
watch the show, but the screen wat/AY oo

close 4o my face. And the colors on the show were
so bﬁs}ﬁ 'H\d-l‘ even wheh I ‘)u-i‘ on -H\e eye rask
+hat was in the seat \vocke‘l', T co@TILL

see eVery-H\ihs that was ‘\a?\aerihs.

When the show fihally ended, the be\by started
erying again. But there was nWAY T was
gonna keep watching +he show on repeat for the
rest of the night.

So T decided i+ was the Perfecr +ime o take my
shif+ vp in first class.
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But Rodrick noticed T was -h‘yihs +o make a
move, and he got out of his seat before T had a
charce 4o. And once he was up in firstclass, T
krew T'd have o wait a while before T could Swap
places with him.

When Mom and Many came back o their seats,
T saw the door o the cock\:i‘r opeh behind -H\em,
and the plot stepped out.

s

T thought there mght be some kind of an
EMERGENCY, so T ?reSSeJ +he button and
asked the flight attendant what was going on.
He said the plot just needed +o stretch his legs
and use 'H\e baﬂ\room, and 'H\e co-‘)ﬂo‘l' ‘\ad
everything under conviral.




I didn+ like -I'he fact ‘H\d‘l’ we were dowh o one
P'1°+’ even if it was just for a few mrwtes.

Persaha“y, T dont+hink two ‘)ﬂo‘l's ENOUGH,
even when +he7’reBOT|—| inthe cock?i‘h T guess
+he idea is that if one of them has a heart d++ac|<,
+Hhen the other one is s:;wose& 1o ﬂy the plane.

But T asked +he flight attendant what ha\:\)ehs
i the OTHER plot freaks out and has a heart
aHdck, +oo.

The flight attendant told me ot 4o worry,
because these planes are so high-tech they can
‘Jrad'kall)' ﬂymEMSELVES.
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Well, T've heard Pﬂo+s make a lot of mohey,
0 if what the flight attendant was saying is
TRUE, +hen this could be the career fofE.

Orce the plot got out of the bathroom, T
fisvreé it would be a sooJ idea for me 4o e, too.
The ohly Problem was, the man o my n‘sH was
dslee?, and T couldn+ get over +he vy without
wakihs Nim vp. So T werdNDER him, and
believe me, that wasnt a lot of fun.

5



T walked +oward the front of +he plare, but
before T even got to the first-class section, the
flight attendant 4old me that economy passengers
*\dVe o use 'H\e restroom in ‘H*BACK

The bathroom in +the economy section was really
small, but being in there was bUNDRED Himes
better than being stuck in my seat. T+ was sort
of ke a tiny lt+tle apartment Thadall 4o myseh[ .
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T scierxe class, we learned +that when human
waste gets Jroﬂ)ed out of an airplare tolet, it
freezes solid. Some v in my +own once found a
chunk of waste that fell froma plare, and he
‘ﬂ\ous‘\‘l‘ was METEORITE.

ENCLUSIVE: METEDRITE CRASHES THROUGH MAN'S SHED

T +hink the Quy was ho?ihs +o sell i+ for a lot of
mohey, but orce the ‘H\ihs thawed he found out
what he had was +o-ha||7l worthless.
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Orce T was settled info the bathroom, T figured
+here was ro reason +o g0 back +o my seat. So
whenever someone ELSE came along to use i, T
Just made bathroom noises unti -H\ey wenvt away.

Ore person must Ve rea||7 needed to go, because
‘H\ey shook +he door handle so hard +hat T
-H\ous‘\‘l' t m's‘\‘l' qc-l'w\“y breakOFF. 'ﬂ\eh ﬂ\ey
went away. But a few minutes later, the whole
BATHROOM shook.

62




Whoever this was heeded +o use the bathroom a
lot more than T did, so T opened the door. But
+here was no one THERE. That's when T realized
it wasn+ just the bathroom shaking, it was the
whole PLANE.

T +hought we mustve landed in the water or lost
an engjne or Sor-eﬂ-u'hs. But then the ‘>|1o+ came

over -H\e intercom.

- HEH HEH. FOLKS, WE JUST HIT A
LITTLE PATCH OF BUMPY AIR.

A




“That didnt sound right +8E. T figured what
REALLY ‘\dﬂ)ehed was that the plot fell asleep
in his seat and kicked the steering wheel or
Someﬂ\ihs, o\hJ ‘H\eh \\e came up wrﬂ\ -H\is "bum?y
air” excuse. Because that' EXACTLY what T'd

doif I were in -ﬂ'\e same Srtuation.

T guess +he ﬂush‘l’ attendant could see that T
was pretty rattled. He said we were just going
-ﬂ\rous\\ a lHtle “turbulence,” which was \)erfec-Hy
rormal for a ﬂi@H like +his.

64



Well, if +his kind of ‘I‘Hhs RORMAL, +hen
Hhere’s no charce T'm ever becorvihs a plot.
Because if T were ﬂ)lihs +he plare, T'd be ot of
-H\ere at ‘ﬂ\e first sish of trovble.

“The flight attendant told me T reeded o return
o my seat and buckle up. But when T got back

+here, it was dlready ocw‘aied.

ZZZZ ™ E,FEE

T didn+ want to move the baby, becavse T krew i+
would Just wake vp and start cryihs again.



So T went up 1o the front of the plane 1o kick
Rodrick out of first class and leIM deal with

the baby. But T codfSET 4o him. Ore of the
w‘\eels on -H\e beVerdse cart ‘\dd broken because of
+he turbulerce, and i+ was Hockihs my way.

Iwasau-rofo?‘ﬁohs, so T went back Fo my seat.
Don+ ask me how, but T was ac+ua||7l able +o get
an hour or two of Sleep. And T was so tired, T
didn+ even wake vp when we landed.

:'-;‘l + 1222 .lll\.-;'\_-
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Tuesday

I was so worried about se‘i"h'hs ‘ﬂ\rous‘\ ﬂ\e
ﬂs‘ﬁ that T never -ﬂ\ous\\-l' about where we were
actually GOING. But when T stepped of f the
Plahe, i+ was like walkihs into & whole new world.

Tve gotta adrit, as soon as T fekt +hat +ropkal
air hit my skin, T could understand why Dad was
so eager Yo escape +he cold back home.



We got our luggage of f +he conveyor bel+ in
bassase claim, then followed the signs to where a
bis shuttle bus was wm"Hhs.

Isla JPT

(ORALES

EVeh -H\oush 'H\e ar ou+siJe -Fe|-GREAT, -H\e
air-cohJH'iohihs on the bus fel+ eveBET TER.
And the seats in this thing were nicer than +he

ones in first class.




Orce all the passengers boarded the bus, we headed
+o the resort. A video ?layed on the overhead
monitors, and it was about &MILLION 4imes

more fun than the one on the plane.

The video showed all the cool activities at +he
resort, and T wanted +o do theALL.

Ore of the activities was swimming with dolphins,
and that's sartﬂ'\ihs TVveALWAY Swanted 4o do.
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But there was a bunch ofOTHER stuff that
looked ool , too. I was ‘\o‘)ihs 'I'}\ey m'sH‘ let us
COMBINE acivities so I couH Jo eVeryﬂ\ihs
before we had +o P back hore.

T {eht kind of bad for being so negative about
+Hhis rip up unvtl +then, and T 4urmed around 4o
+ell Mom and Dad T was SorryBu-I'Iw-s*\ T
MJJuﬂ ke‘ﬂ' wat\\ihs +he Video instead.




When we sﬁveﬂ)e& of f the bus ot the resort,
+he staff sree‘h’.d us and handed Mom and Dad
frozen drinks.

I s

o b X A

We gave our bags to these guys wearing white
gloves, and -H\e7' said ﬂ\ey'cl +ake them direc-Hy +o
our Yoom. Ahcl I soH'u say, I wal"IPRESSED.

We went to the front desk, and the |4J7 +here
ex‘>|qimd }\ow eVeryﬂ\ihs worked. S%e smd -H\e
resort was “all-inclusive,” so we didn+ need +o use

cash or credit cards.
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The way we ?aiJ for stuff was with these ‘>|as-h'c
cards that doubled as our room keys.

Mom and Dad +old +the receptionist ‘H\ey wanted
fo stay in the sare bulding -H\ey'd s+a7ed in for
Hheir honeyrooh, but the lady said the resort had
CHANGED sirce then. She said that now, the
resort was s‘>|i+ into two halves, the “Wid Side”

£,3253

The Vlace Mom and Dad had s-l'ayed was on the
Wild Side, and kids aren+ allowed over +there. So

she showed us where our buHihs was on the rap.
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T codd +ell Dad was Jisa‘)?oihived by the changes,
but Mom said i+ waBE T TER +his way. She said
+his was aFAMILY trip, and we didn+ need o
be around a bunch of young cou‘>|es ?ar’ryihs,
anyway.

T didnt really carewHICH side of the resort
we were on, because it looked +o me like both sides
had the same basic stvff. What T really cared
about was theROOM.

Usw\lly when my 1[ar-|17 $+e\7's ot a hotel, we all
share a room, and T have o sleep ona cotora
sofa bed. So T was pretty shocked 4o find out we
were in aSULTEwithPLENTY of Space.

™



MAGAg AR ALY

o LTI

L T gt

There were 4wo rooms in +he sute. We all had 4o
s‘mre one ba-H\room, but me and Rodrick eac\\ hqd
our ownBED, which was the main -H\ihs. AlT
can say is, Mom and Dad mustve droppedlaOT
of money on his rip.

’ﬂ\ere wasa | Vin -H\e Yoom I was s‘wrihs wiﬂ\
Rodrick, but even better than -ﬂwl', +here was a
ROBE in 'H\e closet.

S

—

5



T called the robe right away, but Rodrick didnt
even fns’n-f me for it.

Rodrick always makes fun of me when T wear
Monm's robe back at home. But T +hink robes are
COOL, and there are a lot of guys ot Hhere
who would agree with me on that.

The shower in the bathroom waHUGE, and all
the floors and sinks and eVery-tNha were made of
marble. There was aT V above the bath+ub, and
-H\ere was even dPHONE next to ‘H\e tolet.

aj= -ﬁsureJ i# T could get room service delivered +o
+he bathroom, T'd have eVery-H\ihs T needed in

one ‘)ldce.
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Fromthe b¢|coh7 in Mom and Dad’s room, T could

see the ?ool over on the Wid Side of the resort,
and it was really bis.

T+ wasn’+\jus+ Some resular ‘>oo|, erther. T+
looked kind of like a river and had all these islands
in the middle of it. Mom said i+ was ore of the
biggest “free-form’ pools in thew/ORLD.

e _—
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T was pretty excited about that, because T
krew we had the same thing oOUR side of the
resort. T wanted 4o go check it out, but first T
needed +o chahse my dlothes.

T went 4o open -H\e bis surtcase, but i+ was
LOCKED. T asked Dad for the key, but he
said our sutcase didn4HAVE a lock. Dad looked
a+‘ﬂ\e+e\3 oh‘ﬂ\eaﬂmsc, and i+ had someone
ELSE'S name on it.

T urms out we had accidervtully grabbed the

wrong surtcase from {”33“3‘ claim at the airport.
Before it was +oo late, Dad called the airline +o
see if they stil hadOUR surtease.
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But +he people at the airline said that since no
ore had claimed our bas, i+ was sent back +o the
address on the |03343e tag.

T+ wasnta TOTAL disaster, -H\oush. We'd moved
some clothes from the bis surtcase ‘o our carry-oh
bdss back at -H\e dir‘aor“l', So we had a few -H\ihss.

T had my bathing surt, but T didnt have a lot
of OTHER stuff. My flip~flops and sunglasses
were in the bus 543, dlohs with a bunch of other
Hhings T had packed. Dad said they sell the
stuff we were rvissihs ot the resort store, so we
went down o check it out.
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But eVeryﬂ\ihs n 'ﬂ\e store cost five times as
much as it would Ve back home, and Dad said he

wasn+ gonha ?«.\7 -ﬂ\ose ‘Jn'ces.

Mom said we could wear the same dlothes every d«.\y
and wash +them ourselves. So the oh|7' -H\ihs we
bous‘ﬁ in there was a botHe of sunscreen and a
foy pail and shovel for Maniy 4o use at the beach.

Mom said #'s really impor-tat o wear sunscreen
ata ‘>|ace like +his, because it's so close +o the
equartor. But she didn't have o convindE. T've
seen what the sun can do o your skin,and T
don'+ wanna look like a raisin when T'm older.
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That's the reason T sPehJ as much time indoors
as T can. And later on in life, all ry friends are
gonna wish THEY had, +oo.

T 'I"\oush-i'ﬂ\e fact+thatwe came Jurihs Christmas
break meantwe d have the ‘Jldce Yoourselves. But T
gess a lot of people had the exact same idea.




T+ wam'+Jus+ +HhePOOL that was crowded,
-H\ous\\. There were Peo‘>|£VERYW|-|ERE. T
was really looking forward o relaxing in the hot
+ub untl T saw it.

i o
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We found a few lounge chairs in the shade and put
our stuff down. You could ell i+ was the middle of

winter, because Just about everyone looked out of
sha?e, Just ke me.




EVery orce in a whie, T think about exercising
and getting really buff. Butin the future, T
bet everyone wil just be able 4o +ake a pil and
3e+ it without \\avihs ‘o exercise, ahyway.

Beihs n 3reo\+ S‘\d?e will bNORMAL, and

all the people whoARENT £+ will be +he ones
eVeryohe's atracted to. Soif T Just stick with
my current exercise Plah, Tl be all set.




The ‘)ool was +oo crowded o 90 Swirwming, S0 T
decided o Just puta towel over my head and
cateh up on some slee?.

Even -H\ous\\ it was hot out, +here was a nice
breeze, and T started +o drif+ of £. But right
inthe mddle of my nap, some guy showed up and
runed the whole vibe.

This oy called himself the “Director of Fun,”

and aﬂ)areh-Hy h’sJob was o get eVerybon
MOVING.
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Wor‘tumﬁely, +his 9oy was good at s job, and
somehow he roPeJME into one of +he activities.




But T wished heHADN'T, because there was a
lot more +ouc}\ih5 +han T was comfortable with.

Af+er the conga line ended, the Director of Fun
said -H\e rext qc-h\IH'y was -ﬂ'\e 'Tredsure PNe,"
and it was Just for kids. T wasnt interested

in doing some stupid kiddie thing, so T sat back
down. But when he havled out a giant bucket of
COINS, +hat got my atfertion.

He told all us kids 4o line vp at the edge of the
pod, and then he started tossing giant handfuls
of cash into the water. And i+ wasnt a bunch of
PENNIES, either.
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T+ was dimes and quarters, and T'm pretty sure
T saw someSILVER DOLLARS in there, +oo.

B)/ -H\e +ime -H\e bucket was em‘>+7, -H\ere mustVe
been four hundred bucks sitting at +the bottom

of the pool. EVeryom waited along +he edge

for +he Director of Fun o blow his whistle.




When he did, i/ was a total free-for-all.

T rmanaged to get about 4wo dollars in coins on
my first dive, and T put them at the edge of the
pool hear my lounge chair. But some sneaky kid
swoo?ed in and cleaned me out.

ﬂL

et

He wasn++he ONLY cheater, -H\oush Some kid
inthe pool was ac+ua||7 wearithNT S, and he
stuffed his Vocke-i’sFULLoﬁF cons.
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That gave eVeryoheELSEﬂ\e same idea, and how
kids were stuffing cons wherever -H\e)COULD.

When it was all over, T +hink T ended vp with
about -ﬂ\ree bucksin c)mhse. A-Her 'H\e ki&s cleqred
ou‘l'of‘ﬂ\e‘)ool, I-ﬁsured Hwasasoodﬁm%
getin +he water and e fora relaxing swim.



T found a shady spot in the pool and leared
agpinst +he wall. But then T heard some rustling
in the bushes behind me, and all of a sudden T
was face—to-face with Some-l'\\iha Hhat looked like
it came straight from Jurassic Park.

T was out of there so fast, T adwlm\)

across -ﬂ\e water.
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T old the lifeguard there was some kind of
DINOSAUR at the edge of the pool and he
reeded o clear everyone out of there before
someone gotHURT.

i
——

But 'H\e |ifesuard Ji n+ even seem fazed. He SA
+he gant lzard was Just adGUANA, and 'I"\eyare
all OVER +he resort. Then he said that sometimes

+he iguanas even like 4o 9° fora Ji\) inthe ‘)oo|.

Well, tha+ c‘\dhseJEVERmING for me. My
feeling on giant lizards is that +he7 should be ina
ZO0, rot mingling with us human beings.

T wasDONE with the ?oo|, so T asked Mom if
we could get some lunch.



She thoughvt et vas o good dea, and we Found
a Place mrby +hat had an ovtdoor partio.

But the outdoor thing ended up being a problem.
First of all, there werent just iguanas at this
quce. There were seckos, salamanders, and who-

krows-WHAT -else Peekihs out of +he bushes.
‘l& e {S’f H

.| |'.f| iaum:
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T+ wasv\’-i'\jus‘l'LIZARDS, either. There were

SLUGS, 400, and we had +o kee? ﬂickihs +hem
of f the table with our utensils.

“The waiter poured us glasses of warter froma
pricher, but Mom told us all not o drink i+,

She said our stomachs aren+ used +o the microbes
in the warter down here, so we needed to get
BOTTLED water instead.
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But Dad said he'd b INE because he's +raveled
all over the Place and Nis stomach could handle
ANYTHING.

T wasn't gonna risk it, though. T ordered a can
of soda and Poure& Hih+oa3|ass, and 130-{'4
burger and some fries, too.

When our food came, a few birds landed in the
+rees around our table. At first T wddKwith
i, because when the birds flew in, the lizards ran
back into the bushes.




Then a bird that looked like it had an thureJ
|e3 or Some-l-\\ihs started howihs around on the
ground near our table.

)
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But it was all a bigf RICK. The second we
4urned our heads +o look at the bird on +he
grovnd, all the OTHER birds swooped in and
went after our food.




We chased the birds of £, but not before -H\ey
got away with half our food. The ohly -fh'hs
+he birdsDIDN'T +ouch was our drinks. T+
Jidh"f matter, ‘ﬂ\oush. Sorme s|uss were ‘\e|‘>ih3
+hemselves o my SoJa, but |uc'<|17 T noticed
them before T 4ook a sip-

T -H\ous‘\-l' +his Vldce was SU‘J‘)oseJ o be
PARADISE, but so far i+ was SNIGHTMARE.

Al T wanted 4o dowassoback o the room and
STAY +here, but Mom said we were just getting
started exploring +he resort. Then Dad said he
wanted o %P back o the room, +oo. He said he
wasn+ feeling so hot and we could all ?robably use
some rest after that flight.
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We headed back +o our buﬂ&ihs, but Dad had o
make a pit stop at Hhe restroom in the |oH>7.
“Then he had to gAGAINn the bathroom
he)d"l‘oﬂ\esym. SoIsuessMomwas n's‘\‘l‘
about the water.

The rest of +he ddywasn"l'rwch fon fMRNY Of
us. When we fimlly made it back o our svite, Dad
shut himself in the bathroom, and Mom sent me
down +o the store +o ot Nim some medicine for
his stomach.

But the labels werent in Ehslish, oL got
Nim Sor-eﬂ-u'hs +hat ertherCURES diarrhea or
CAUSES #.
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The medicine didn+ seem 4o work, so we had o
listen o Dad moaning and groaning all Nsh-i'.

I‘Ju-l'oha mvieihryroom+o+ryah4 drown out
+he souhA.Bu‘fmy Foom was open Yo the outside,
sothe second T 4urmed on thd V, a burch of
moths flew in and swarmed the screen.




We had to turn of £ the televisioNDall the
larmps in the suite so the moths would fly back
outside. Me and Rodrick ended vp s?ehciihs half
-H\e Ns\ﬁ‘\jusi' ermhs +)nere n -H\e dark.

T was ?reﬁy tired anyway, So T fisureé T4 +r>/
+o get a good right's sleep. But as soon as T got

into bed, the music started up on the Wid Side of

+he resort. And those auys partied ANIGHT.

\ FELTZ MNAVIDAD! Il
FELIZ NAVIDAD!

The crazy thing is, untl that point T had
forgotten that it was achalfCHRISTMAS. T
didn+ know where this vacation was }\ea&ed, but i+
seemed 4o me that there was rowhere 4o P bldP.
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We&hesddy

T ?robably could've s|ep+ for fourteen hours, but
T was awake at +he crack of dawn because of +he
racket a bunch of tropial birds were mkihs rish‘l'
outside my window.

When T gotout of bed, Mom was alreo\dy awake.
She said Dad spent all h’s\ﬁ in the bathroom
and that we needed o leave so he could catch vp

on his slee‘>.

T was definitely ready for a fresh start, o T
put on my bathing sut and headed for the door.
But Mom said me and Rodrick needed 4o make our
beds and sﬁaish-l'eh wp +he room.



T reminded Mom that we were on vacation, and
+he maid service would handle that for us. But she
said that we weren't gonna live IkANIMALS

Jus+ because we were on vacation.

T -told Mom that the best part of being on

vacation was hqvihs someone else clean vp after
you, but Mom said that this week we were gonna
clean vp af+erOURSELVES. Then she put the

“Do Not Disturb” sigh on the door so the maid

wouldn+ even come into the room.

r
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T asked Mom how we were 5u‘>‘>oseJ to get clean
+owels and sheets, and she said we d wash them in
-H\e {M-H\room s«'hks, ‘H\c Same way we were was\\ihs

our clothes.

SoMomwasn + Jok:hs around aboutus Joihs our own
|auhdr>/. Tnfact, Many wasin the sink scrubbing
a pair of Dad’s underwear, and T'm pretty sure he
was using Rodrick’s toothbrushto dot-

Persomlly, T think the best ‘H\iha about staying
ina hotel is geting clean towels and sheets every
Jd}' But Mom said hotels g ‘ﬂ\roush a+tonof
Iauhdry detergent, and if we reused our towels and
sheets, we'd be saving the environment.
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That's when T noticed there were cards all over
+he bathroom that made you feel 3u.1+>l about
askihs for clean stuff.

Flease consider your impact
on the environment before

asking for fresh towels.

Do you REALLY
need your
sheets washed?

o : Using one fewer @
d - | sheet of toilet paper
. could save a life. /

Mom said we should all head down o the beach,
but T wanted 4o h\hs back and take a shower.

The truth is T wanted +o take JIME.‘n
there, and T knew if she was in the suite, she'd
hassle me about using too much hot water.
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What was crazy about the shower was that i+ was
com‘>|e+e|7 open to the outdoors. T+ took a minute
to se‘l'USED‘I'o +hat, because T was worried
Someone m's\ﬁ‘ ‘)eek over the wall.
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T guess +here are ?eo‘ale who are comfortable
being haked right out in the open, but trust me,
I'm not one of ‘ﬂ\em

T dont think it's right +hat you'BORN
haked, because r53¥\+ away you’re ‘)u‘l' in an
embamass«'hs situation.
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Orce I 301' use& o 'ﬂ\is o‘)eh-air s‘\ower 'H\iha,
-H\oush , T wasADDICTED. “The shower had
all these different settings, like “pulse” and
"mssase." I +ried out eVery sihsle ore, but
“rainfall” was Probably my favorite.

T i | 1=

T mustve s-h:\yecl in there for -l"‘or'fy—fNe minutes.
\rﬂ\eh T was dohe, T $+e‘>‘>ed outof -ﬂ\e shower
and ?u+ohm7ro{>e.BtrI'W¥\ehI+rieJ ‘o put on
my right slipper, there was something blocking
my foot.
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T held +he sli??er vp and shook it, and a gant

SPIDER dropped out.
CIEK?
o e
4 = f [ il

This was noORDINARY spider, though. That
-ﬂ\ihs was as 553 as m}‘-IAND. When it fell +o
+he -ﬂoor, T climbed up on +he sink so T wasn+

on the same level as it.
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Tvehada -l-h'hs about sPiJers ever since T was
seven years old. One summer when T was in our
gorage, T fourd somﬂ\ihs in the corner that
looked like a cotton ball, and T ?oked i+ with a
broom handle.

Well, i+ wasn't a cotton ball. T+ was GG SAC,
and it was filled with thousands of &WDERS

When T started school in the fall, the teacher had
us il ot worksheets where one of the questions
was what we wanvted 4o be when we arew vp.

EVerybody wrote “astronaut” and “veterinarian” and
and stuff like ‘H\d‘h But notE.
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What's your favorite color?

BLUE

What’s your favorite amimal?

DOG

What do vou want to be when
you grow up?

EXTERMINATOR

Nawa&qys, whenever T see a s?ider, it takes me
risH' back 4o when T was seven. T don+ even like
READING about s‘m'ders.

T +ell you +his—if T were one of the characters
in “Charlotte’s Web,” i+ would've been a very
short book.




T figured withMY luck, the giant s?ider onh
+he bathroom floor wasVENOMOUS. Tve
read that some s‘aiders bite +heir preys +hen
wrap +hem up so -H\ey can eat them alive, which
does NOT sound like a whole lot of fun.

For some reason, -H\e s‘aider wasn + mkihs a move.
Either it thought i+ was camouflaged on the marble
floor and T coldn4SEE #, or i+ was trying to
-Fiaure out what 1o do next, Just lke T was.

T -H\ous‘\-l' about -ﬂ\rowihs my sliwer atit, bt T
was hervous T might riss and make FIAD. And
even if TDIDN4 i, the s|i\>\>er Probably wouldn+
have dore any Jdr-nse +o +his -l'h'hs.
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T called out for Dad o come \\d\) me, but all

T got back was a weak groan from his bedroom.
That's when T remembered thHONE. T dialed
a1 , but IJU$+ gt some ‘)rerecorded message.

——3 EL NOMERO QUE HA MARCADO
MO ESTA DISPOMIBLE.
bty b

The ?\\ohe had all these other buttons, but none
of the options were a great fit for +he srtuation
Twasin.So T Pressed +he one for “Room
Service,” becavse T fisured +hat was close ehous}\.

Q|

WAKE-UIP CALL CONCIERGE ROOM SER

1 2 AHEJ [3 uEFJ
/ w)(5 w)(6 wwo)

%
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A |aJ7l answered, and T told her about the s?iJer
problem and how T needed her 4o send someone
QUICK. But either T was -iulkihs +oo fast or

+here was some Iahsuase confusion, because all she
kept asking for was M)BRB\KFAST order.

E"...._l.__:-.. ‘T
EVeh-i'ually, T gove vp and Just ordered scrambled
egas and a side of bacon. T \\ohes-Hy didn'+ care
WHAT it took to get someone to come, as long as
-H\ey came FAST.

When T }whs vp +he ?hohe, +he hoise\jol‘l’et} the
s‘m'der, whc\\ ran across -H\e floor and s+o‘>‘>e4
right in front of the sink.

Now +his -H\ihs was evertCLOSER, and T was

00 scared o move.
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T stood frozen for about fifteen minutes, bqrely
breathing. But thenthe P\\ohe rang, and the sound
sur‘arised me so much T almost lost my balance.

T+ was the room service waiter. He said he had
come to our suite 1o deliver my food, but there
was a “Do Not Disturb” sign on +he door, so he
+urned around and went back o the kitchen.
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T old him 4o comBACK o the room and that he
had Perm'ssioh 4o kick down the door if he wanted.

When T hung up the ?\\ohe, +he svider started
mnhihs around dsaih, and T was worried it was
gonha f.sure out where T was and come getme.
T looked around 4o see if there was ahfthihs T
could use +tDEFEND myseht ; but ‘H\e oh|7' ‘l'h'hs
within arm's reach was a glass on +he sink.

T realized that if the s?i&er came close ehoush,
T r-isH’ be able ol RAP#. Sure ehoush, it ran
right bereath me. And when it did, T managed
fo &ro‘a +the glass on fop of it
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The s?i&er wn'sakd around inside the glass, but it
couldn+ getOUT, T got down of f +he sink real
slow and backed out of the bathroom, kee‘aihs ohe
eye on 'ﬂ\e s?ider. But w‘\eh I 'i'umed o leave, I
smashed right into theWATTER.

” D

i

All the noise got +he s?iJer moving again, and
it took the glassWITHt. At first T wasn't
worried, because it was sHll +ra\7?ed inside. Then
it crawled over theDRATN where +the floor
JEP?eJ down a little, and that gave it just
ehous\\ space fo wiml@UT .
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ﬂ\d+'s when T found out the room service suy had
-H\e same ‘)roblem er\ s?iJers -ﬂwf I &ad

T krew it was vp to me to deal with this ‘H\ihs,
so T 4ried 4o trap it with the cover for the food.
But the s?ider was 2i9zagging alDVER the
Place, and it wasn+ easy.




Fimlly, T causlﬁ the s?ider by pinning it against
+he wall. T didn+ really know what +o SIEXT,
because the second T lif+ed the food cover, that

‘H\ihs was gonna be of { and runhing again.

Then T noticed that one of the s?ider's legs was
S'h'ckihs ‘\dwmy out from under the lid.

T 4ried 4o move the lid +o cover the whole S\m'der,
bt T guess T Vressed +o0 hard, because the |e3
fell OFF.

The s?ider Jroﬂ)ed onto the floor, and now it
was going NUTS. T was runhing around on my

Fiprtoes, 4rying o make sure T didn't o8I T.

us



Then +he s‘m'Jer made dHUGE mistake. T+ climbed
onto the rim of the tollet, and T knocked it in
+he bowl with my slipper and slammed the lid shut.
ﬂeh -ﬂ\e room service 3u>' fihis’ne& i of£.

IsoHasay,-H\e-lwoofusmdea ‘>re+t7'sood
team. And if T eveDO start that excterminator

busihess, T m's‘ﬁ' Nave o look +his 307 vp-

CR—c
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After my encouvter with the s?.'der, T was
pretty eager o get out of the room. T grabbed
Hhe map of the resort +o find myway‘l'oﬂ\e
beach, but T got lost and ended vp ot +he wall
Hhat separates Hhe two sides.

T guess T inderstand w\\y -H\efd wahha kee‘)
kids of f the other side. But if you ask re, i+ kind
of seemed like overkill.
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T started o wonder if +he room keys were
actually tracking devices. That way, if any kids
srwck over, -H\ey could puta stop to it

= £
<4
- =

When T got o the beach, i+ wlRACKEDwith
famlies. T decided the real reason the wall was
but was o protect the couples on tHOTHER
side from seeing what was ha‘a?ehihs oUR side.

Because if ‘H\ey krew w‘\d‘f ‘H\ey werein -For, ‘ﬂ\ere’s
o CHANCEH\ey'J have kids of their own.

13



Mom had rented one of +hose covered cabanas for
our -deﬂy 1o share. T wasn+ crazy about the idea
of sharing adBEDwith the rest of my farvﬂy. But
T talked rmyself irvto i, because at least Td be
out of the sun.




I remerbered -ﬂ\e beac‘\ cabanas from -ﬂ\e video
-H\ey Playe& on the shutte bus. ﬂ\ey showed some
cou‘>|e \\avihs a romantic time wa-khihs the sun set.

Well, r-nfbe Hhat's how it was on tHOTHER
sideofﬂ\eresor“i', Mo)OLRS, rt was a
w‘\ole different s+or>'.
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Mor told me and Rodrick she was taking Mahhy
+o the bathroom and that we needed +o s+a>/ in
+he cabana. Mom said she got +he last one and if
we gave it up, Sombody else would srab it.

One of the famlies that was waiting wds/AY
overdressed for the beach. T recoshizeJ +he older
kid from the Treasure Dive the day before. T
guess hobody told these people you’re not supposed
+o wear winter clothes in Nm-ly—desree weather.

This famﬂy looked like -H\ey could really use some

shade, and T felt kind of gutty. So T ried not 4o
make eye contact.
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EVevﬂud“)', Mom and Many came back, and Mariny
ran of f 4o collect seashells.

Mom broke out the sunscreen and started putting
it on me and Rodrick. T was 3|a& Dad wasnt
+here, because he always gets mad when Mom does
things for us that he Hhinks we should be able to
do for OURSELVES.

T actually think Hhis is all part of Mom's plan.
T fisure she doesn’t want us +o become oo
ih&e?ehdeh-h because then we won INEED her
later on. T do think it col BACKFIRE on
Mom, ‘ﬂ\oug‘\.
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Because if Hhings kee‘) going the way -I-hey're
going ow, Hhere'sa sood chance me and Rodrick
will go off 4o college not even khowihs how to cli‘a

our owh “toenails.

71222
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THis is one of the ways ahirals are different from
people. T school T learned +ha+t orce a bear cub

is about a year and a half old, is mother sends i+

out into the wild 4o take care of itself.




But human beihss live with +heir parents for
eighteen YEARSbefore +he7're rea&y to go of f
into the world.

T Tmevera parent, T'm gonna be lke the
BEARS. First of all, Tmnot gonra s?ehd alot
of time i'eackhs my kids useless information, like
the ABCs and colors and shapes.

The second my kid is old ehous\\ +o cross the
street smfely and \)lace an order at a fast-food
restavrant, he's gonna be out of the house.

After Mom lathered Rodrick up, she told him he
should % o the Teen Zone and 11’)' o conhnect
with some kids his age.
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T didn't think Rodrick would be interested, but he
wenrt to check it out. That got Mom all excited,
and she said T should hang out with the tweens,
who were on the beach doing a scavenger hunt.

Butitwas Vreﬁy obvious +o me thatthe “smVehser
hunt” was reallxjus’f abeach c|edhu‘> in Jissuise, and
T didnt want ah7PART in that.

When Rodrick lef+ T was 3|ad, because that
meant more room in the cabana foE. But a
minute later Dad showed vp |ookih3 really ‘mle.



T thoughvt he might still be dealing with stomach
issves, but i+ wasn+that. He said when he wert
+o use the tolet in our room, there was a gant

SPIDER underneath the seat. So T guess we
didn't get rid of it after all.

T asked Dad what ‘\a‘)?e\'\ecNE)(r, and he said
he whacked the s‘ai&er with a bathrobe that was
on the floor.. So there goes any chance T'm gornina
wear THAT +Hh3 again.

T asked him if M<TLLED-the spider, and he
said he wasn+ sure. He said the sPiJeVANISI-lED

after he ht i+
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Well, Dad’s s+or>l ‘>re++>l much swrah-teed +that T
wouldn+ be using ourBAﬂ-ROQ"\asc\ih, either.
Luckﬂy, +here was an outdoor shower 57/ +he ‘Jool.

Dad seemed pretty shaken up b}/ what \\a‘)‘)ehed
with the S\m’&er, and Mom said he should lie

down and take a few Jee‘) breaths. ﬂwf’s when
Me\hhy came back with his beach \>m1, and he
showed Mom what he had collected.

T +hink Mom was expecting Hhere +o be a bunch
of seashells in the bucket, but it was filled +o the
brim with hermt crabs, snails, and all sorts of

OTHER lving 'ﬂ\ihss.
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And now these creatures were craw|ih3 all over our

MATTRESS.

Mom scooped up the critters into the bucket
and +old Mahhy he couldn+ keeP +hese -H\ihss as
PETS, but he didn'+ seem 4o understand. “Then
she ook the bucket down o the warter o le+

‘H\CM 30.
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Mom needed a way Fo distract Mahhy, so she took

him down 1o the Activities Hut o see what kind

of stff ﬂ\ey had for l+e kids. T wanted +o do

more than Just lie around in a cabana all Jay, o

T ‘Iussec} along with Mom.
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The one activity T really had my heart set on was
swimming with Jol?Hhs. And the main reason T
wanrted 4o do THAT was so T'd have Som-ﬂ\ihs to
rb in Rowley’s face w‘\eh 1 3o+ back ‘\orve

But the guy at the Activities Hut said thart
Swirmming with Jol?}\ihs was really popular and it
was +o+c\||7 booked. Mom asked if we could sigh vp
for the NEXT day, but +he avy +old her i+ was

sold out for the wholeVEEK,
it
v A -

P
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That wasn+ the worst part, erther. All the reully
FUN stoff, like Jet skiihs and \)o\rdsaﬂihs, was
oh|7' available on the Wid Side. And all tHeAME

achivities were on the Mild Side.

S e o S O [ e )
" MILD SIDE
ACTIVITIES
DOLPHIN SWIM BIRD-WATCHING
WINDSURFING SNORKELING
PADDLE BOARDING NATURE WALK
_ TURTLE HATCHING BANANABOAT

) 1 T ) O 7 Y
But Mom didn+ seem bothered. She sismd us up
for TWO activities, the banana boat and +he
turtle ‘wi'c}\ihs.

Mom was ESPECTALLY excited about the banana
boat. She said we could use the picture as our
famly Christmas card and send it out +o everyone
when we gt back home.
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T+ seemed like a Pre‘Hy corny idea ®1E, bt T
guess nothing could be as bad as the Christras

card Row|e7"s 'deﬂ)' sent this year.

2 HU-H{}-HD[:JE your family ..
- hag : Merrg Chrigtmag!

Mom told me T needed +03036+ROJn'ck, o1
used-them‘ﬁ'ofih& rv?'way-i'o‘ﬂ\eTeeh Zore.
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But T Probe\bly codd Ve found WITHOUT o map.

Sore of the +eens were ?lqyihs volleyball in the
?ool, and Rodrick was one of them. But the game
was ‘»used because one of the gils got her lip
ring stuck in +he net, and Rodrick was \\elvihs
her get untangled.

g | T o T = ::.:-I T O D




T +od Rodrick we needed o gp, bothe ddn't
seem+o be in any hurry +o leave. T fim"y got him
o come with me, but T Vrac'h'cally had BRAG
him away fromhis Vo||e7{>q|| gare.

We met everyone else down by +he water, where
-H\ey were geting fitted for life Jacke‘l's. Mom
gave Ner camera o the vy who was hd?ihs
+hem and asked him +o snap a Pid'ure when we
Passed by.

We gotin +he water and climbed aboard the
banana boat, which was attached +o a s?eedboﬁ
b/ a rope. We gave the driver +he Hhumbs-up
sisml, and we +ook of f.
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Orxe we left the shallow water, we started o Pick
vp s?eeJ. The water was kind of d‘°??)" so it was
hard ‘\ol&ihs on. Thenwe hita bis wave, and all
Hhree of us boys werst flying off. The driver had
+o circle around so we could get back on.

Wheh we so-l' mvihs asaih, we went ‘H\roush -H\e
area where -ﬂ\ey had a water +rdm‘>o|ihe, and kids
started using our banana boat as T ARGET.




Then one s+u‘>.‘J kid landed smack in the middle of
our boat andPUNCTURED#.

The banana boat was |osih3 air fast, and the driver
had 4o +ow us back +o shore. The vy +hat Mom
gove Ner camera to took a ‘>ic+ure, but T kind of
doubt we're gonna use it for our Christmas card.
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After we dried of £, Mom said we should get some
lunch. But +he covple fromthe plane had a|rea&7l
4aken our canha, and ea\+ih3 outdoors asdih
didn't seem like such a sood idea anyway.

T realized we hadn+ eaten a real meal for two
DAYS, and T didn't wanna eat ahyw\\ere that T
had o worry about animals a++ackih3 my food.

Dad said we s\\odd 9 +o ‘H\e 30|-F c|uH\ouse,
because it was the orly indoor restaurant on the
resor+. Everyone seemed 1o like that idea, so
+hat's where we went.
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But when we so+ Yo the c|uH\ousc, the manager
sauJ -H\ey couth'-f serve us. He said ﬂ\e cluH\ouse
had a dress code and +ha+3u7's had o wear

collared shirts and women had +o wear dresses.

Dad +old the rahager we didn HAVE those
-H\ihss, and the manager said that we could
purchase them at the gif+ shop. But Dad said
collared shirts cost fnf‘fy dollars each and there
was no WAY he was gonha 51.7 four of ‘l’}\em\jusi'
so we could have lunch.

So we had o find another place o eat. Rodrick
wanted +o Jus+ )wae Some %o‘l’ Joss n -ﬂ\e Teeh
Zone, but Mom said she wanted 4o eat lunch as
a FAMILY.
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T was pretty sure -H\ey served burgers and {ries
ot the Swirm-up bar atthe pool, so we went there
4o check i+ out. But T had second ‘ﬂ\ous}ﬂ's about
eating at the pool once we ordered. T+ was like
}xqvihs a meal in a bathtub with a bunch of people

you don'+ krow.

And i+ wa5h’+Jus+PEOPLE, either. There was
ac+uo\||7 aMONKEY siting at +he other end of
+he bar.
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Dad asked +the bartender about the mhkey, and
she told us the whole sad story. She said this
mhkeyuseéhlweihabismoh‘l'heresaﬁwﬁh
a bunch of OTHER mhkeys, and he was kind

of like their leader. But then thY OUNGER
mhkey came along and kicked him out.
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The mohkey didn+t have any place o go, so one Jay
he came +o the bar, and Peovle started buyihs Nim
drinks. And he's been comng back every Jay sirce.

T really didnt knowWHAT o think after
hearing a story like +hat.
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Al T krew for sure was that T didn't feel great
about eating lunch while sitting in mhkey water.

“There was some sor+ of big sports game on the
TV, and everyore ot the bar seemed really into
it. But somehow Manny ended vp with the remote
conirol, and he d\ahse& +he channel +o a show
for l+Hle kids.

EVeryohe warvted Manny 4o change the channel
BACK, but when Manny warrts +o wartch ohe of
Nis shows, trust me, there’s hoﬂ\ihé\NY ONE
can do about i+
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The \veo‘ale at +he bar were reddy 10T, s
Mom scooped Mahhyu?ahéwesoi'wl'of'l'here
before T even finished my burser.

Rodrick went back 4o the Teen Zone, and Mom
and Dad ook Mahhy o the suite o he could +ake

a hd‘).
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I rea||>l Ji&h'-f want ‘o 9 back +o 'ﬂ\e room ahJ
risk runiing into thaiSPIDER again, so T decided
1o spend the rest of +he afternoon in the arcade.

T had 4o make the cons T'd collected in the
Treasure Dive last 4wo and a half hours. But
+Hhere were some kids in the arcade who could ve
lasted for DAYSin there without spending all of
Hheir mohey.

When it started o get dark, T figured T
should head back o the room. But T ran into

Mors, Dad, and Manhy on +he footpath halfway
between the arcade and our buﬂdihs.
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Mom said we were all gonha go down 4o a bonfire
on the beach ) and after -H\a‘r, we were gohnd
watch the turte hatching. But first we needed
+o find RODRICK.

This 4ime weALL went into the Teen Zohe 4o
look for Nim. By row it was ‘)&‘H}' Jark, ‘ﬂ\oush,
so0 i wasn+ edsy “o s?o+ Nim. But when WID,

T don't think he was oo thrilled +o see us.

On the way +o the beach, Mom +old Rodrick +his
was a FAMILY vacation, and i+ wasn+the time or

‘:lace for "‘heemse romance.
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Rodrick said +his thing with the girl was
SERIOUS and -ﬂ'\ey Vlahhecl to s?ehd as much
+ime as -H\e)l could together.

T was kind of svr?rised, becavse T -H\ousH
Rodrick would be +urmed of f by +the whole idea of
romarxe af ter spending a few days ot the resort.
Who knows? qu{)e one de hell be back 4o +his
place withHIS famﬂy.

Weso‘fdoWh-l'o-I'\\ebeac‘\, w‘\ereo\buhc}\ of
farlies had saﬂ\ered around a bonfire. But the
experience wasn + fun because of thBUGS. At
first i+ was the 3m+s, which flew in our eyes
and mouths.
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Then i+ was the sand fleas, which bt our ankles.
AhJ Hhen i+ was thMOSQUITOES ) which
were the size of hummingbirds.

Whoever came vp with the idea of calling +his place
"Paraéise“ mustVe had a sood sense of humor.
Back home, human {)eihss are ot the +o‘> of the
food chain. But at Tsla de Corales, eVery'H\ihs
eats PEOPLE.




T was Jefihi+e|7 reaJy 1o go back o the room,
becavse at least THERE T oh|7 had +o deal
with ONE bug. But then +he nature guide came
through and said anyone who sighed up o see the
turte ha‘i'chihs needed o follow her o the dures.

The nature suiJe ex‘>|aiheJ what we were about to
see. She said that a mother turtle d-ss a hole in
+he sand dunes and +then |a>'s eggsinit, and a few
mohﬂ\s later, 'ﬂ\e essﬁ-lATCH. 'ﬂ\eh -H\e baby
turtles head 4o +he ocean.

She showed us a litHie pile of white eggs buried in
+he dunes and said there werk OTSof ples just
like Hhis one. She said the ‘Jroblem was that we
dont know exncﬂy\o\/HEN the eqgs will hatch.
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T+ wasDARK out, and T was afraid T was
gonna acheh-ha“y step on an egg. So T 4ook a
few s+e‘>s back +o se‘l' out of the way, and when
I Ju& ) Someﬂ\ihs cruhc)ned ther my foot.

Luckﬂy, it was just a seashell. But still, my
stomach was inKNOTS,

Tmnota fanof re\ﬁﬂes in seheraL bt T
decided I would make an exceP-h'oh for turtles.

Let's face itz The ohly reason we were out there
4o watch the baby turtes hatch was because

‘H\ey're CUTE.
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Trust me, if this was SNAKE hartching, it
would be a totally dif ferent situation.

Just when T was getting ready to tell Mom we
should gve vp and 9P back o our room, the eqgs
started hatching one by one.
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EVerybody gt real|7 excited, but the nature suiJe
+old us to S‘|‘d7’ quet and getout of the way. She
said the turtles find +heir way to +he ocean 57'
seeing the moohlight reflecting on the watter.

But everyone ignored the nature gude and urned
on their cell ‘ﬂ\ohes, and the camera |ish+s made
+he turtles 9o every which way.

Mom was rea||>/ enthusiastic, because she said we
were withessing +he “miracle of life.” She asked
where Rodrick was, but no one knew. Dad said
+he last time he saw Rodrick, he was in the all

grass in the dunes.
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And that's where we found him.

“That SHOULDVE been the end of +he night,
but i+ wasn+. When we so-l' back +o the room, we
found out that Manny had pocketed one of the
baby +urHes while no one was lookihs, so Dad had to
bn'hs itall the waychk +othe beach +o setit free.
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T guess Mom wasn't +oo hqu with the way our
fnr-ﬂy Vacation was going so far, because after
breakfast she said she was gonna-take a “spa qu. "

That sounded like SGREAT idea 4o me, and T
told Mom T was gonna tag along. T've qlways
wanted 4o se'l' a massage, and T fism‘ed H\is was

But Mom said she needed ime bERSELF and
+he rest of us were on our own. ﬂ\d+mal\rVE
had +o watch Mdhhy.
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Orwe Mom lef+, the three of us tried o figure
out what to do. Maniny was +oo much +o handle,
so T suggested we just drop Nim of f at the
Toddlers’ Cabana and let the ‘>eo‘>|e who worked
+here deal with him.

E¥

Dad liked that idea, because he said he wanted

fo getin a workout at +he gym. He told me and
Rodrick we were res‘)ov\sible for geting Mahhy to
+he Toddlers’ Cabana, and +hen he lef+.

The ‘m‘H\ ook us n‘s\\-l' past +he wall that
separated our half from the Wid Side. T guess
some kids were rying o get a peek at what was
over there, but the |ah4$co\‘>ers put a stop to it
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T asked Rodrick what he thoughvt was on the
other side, and he said he dlreadﬂ(NEW. He
said some of Nis friends in the Teen Zone +old

him that all SORTSof crazy stff goes on
over there and there’s even a beach where ?eo‘ale
sunbathe without any clothes on.

He said there’s dHOLE in the wall and if you look
‘H\roush t, you can see the other side. But T
krew Rodrick was JUS"’ +r>'ih3 Yo trick me, because
he's told me this kind of +hinBEFORE.
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One summer when we were at the town pool, he

told me that if T pecked over this cinderblock
wall, T could see into +he ladies’ locker room.

Well, TBELTEVEDKim, and T ve been -h'>4'h3 +o
erase that image from my mind ever since.

i

N

We broughtt Mahh/ 1o the Toddlers’ Cabana,

and the kids inside were making puppets. T +dd
+he person in chqrse we were Jroﬂ)ihs our liHle
brother of f for the Jay and we'd be back later.

The counselor said the only requirement fora
Jro?-o” was that the kid was Poﬁy-iraihed :
and T 4old him that Mqhh)m/AS.
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But Muhhy rust really not have wanted +o make
puppets, because he got Nimself out of i+.
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Rodrick said T had o watch Mahhy {)V\Y SELF,
because he was gohna go check out +he activities
in the Teen Zone. But T knew he was just going
there to meet up with that gil.

T was not h“?\’)’ that T got stuck with Mariny.
T didn+ want o take him +o the beach 0 because
he'd Just start collecting pets again.

So T +ook him+o the Pirate Plaﬁlace, which was
a s‘alds\\ zore for litle kids.
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T+was achIyPERFECT, because T could
relax oh a lounge chair and keep an eye on Manny
while he ?layed. T evenordered o srﬂled cheese
sandwich and some french fries from a waiter who

came l)y.

But T wasn+able +o enjoy my meal. Some kids on
the miniature pirate ship figured out that if ‘ﬂ\ey
blocked one of +the water cannons, -H\ey could make
+he other one shootTWICE as far.
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So T had 4o move 40 a lounge chair that was
farther away. But when T sat down, T realized
T had lost 4rack of MANNY. T eVeh+uc\||7l
spotted him in the riddle of the wading podl, ll
by himself.

T knew T had +o go in there and get him, bt T
really didn+WANT o, With the rumber of lrt-He
kids in the pod, T kneEXACTLY what was in
+hat water.

When T was li+He, T used +o peein +he baby ?ool
all the TIME. T fact, there's a framed ?\\oi'o of
me in the ‘de17 room using +he ‘Jool asa ‘>o++7/
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Mom says it's her favorite picture of me, because
I look soHAPPY., But I'Ve hever +oH \\et‘\t/l-w .

Ore summer, -H\ey put some cherical in the ‘>oo|
that turmed green if anyore peed. So that put an
end +o THAT.




I needed to -Fisure outa way to se+ to Mc\hhy
without +ouc}\ih3 the water, so T found a raf+
and a ‘)ool noodle and ‘)«Hled out +o him.

BT ohly made it }\alfway across when a bunch
of liHHe kids decided i+ would be fun +o climb onto

Py raft. T 4ried ‘[53“"""3 them of f with the
noodle, but there were Just +obNANY of them.
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'ﬂ\eh -H\ey +eamed vp ‘o ﬂi\) OVER.

T oot Maniny out of the pool and then spent
fwenty minutes scrubbing every inch of my body in
+he outdoor shower.

i
s

But five seconds after T finished dryihs off,
T wasWET again. “The kids in +he pirate ship
-Fiaut’e& out 'ﬂ\d‘l‘ it 'H\ey ‘>|usse3rwo cahhons,
-H\ey could get someSERTOUS rangge.
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Whie T was ernhs off SECONDime, we
bum?ed into Morm. And afer her morming at the

spa, she seemed like a whole new person.

She said that whie she was getting her rassage,
she came vp with GREAT idea for how we could
spend ime as a -Fdrvﬂ?'. She booked a private cruise
for all of us, and she said the boat was gorna be
at the dock in half an hour.

b
o
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That wasn+ a lot of time, so we had +o split vp
4o track down Dad and Rodrick. T 4old Mom
+hat Dad was at the gym o she went there 4o

se'i' Nm.

T found Rodrick exac-Hy where T ex\:edveé +o,
and believe me, he owes me for not leting Mom
get+o hmFIRST.

We met Mom and Dad down at the dock. Dad
wash + oo ‘\d?\?)’ with Mom, because qvvarehﬂy
Hhis boat cost a lot of money to rent. But Mom
said it wasWORTH i, because this cruise was
gonna be +the th-sH' of our trip.

When T hear +the word “cruise,” T +hink of a
7nc¥\+ or ot least a sau?e&-u? saitboat.
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But +the boat that Mom rented didn+ look like
ahfﬂwihs s‘>eda|.
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The boat came with its own captain, so T guess
+hat was SOMETHING. When we goton board,
he handed us all lifethkeﬁ, and after we put
+hem on, we ?u||ed away fromthe dock.

The first thing T noticed was thatt the boat had
a 3|ass bottom, which T was not comfortable with
atALL.
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“This boat didn’t look like i+ was in such great
s\\a?e o begin with, so T was worried the glass
was gonna crack and we were all gonma sink 4o

+he bottom of the ocean.

Tn fact, if T had o guess, Tl bet 50% of ll
sh'vwrecks are glass-bottom boats just like the

one we were on.
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Orxce we gotouton +he ocean, the captain asked
Mom where she wanted +o go- The captain said

+here were some private islands we could ex‘alore,

and Mom said we should go toone oFHOSE.

But it fumed out the “private” islands weren't
reo\lly private, sowe didnt bother s’ﬁckihs around.

The captain said there was a reef hear{)y +hat
wasn+ usually crowded and we could do some

srorkeling,

That meant we'd have +o ge into +he actual ocean
with all the OTHER stuff swimming around in
there, so T wasnt in love with the idea. But

hobocly else seemed corcerned.
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Orce we gotout to Hhe reef, the captain Jroﬂ)ec}
anchor, and he handed us each a snorkel, a mask,

and some flippers.

T asked if he had ah}-lARPOONSor other
weapons +hat we could use 4o defend ourselves

from sharks.

He said sharks don't go near the reefs, but T said
T'd betif -H\e}/ saw a defenseless famﬂy svlas}\ihs
around, 'H\ey'J be \\aﬂ)y 1o make an exceprion.

He +old us the reason that sharks don+ come near
Hhe reefs is that the coral SHARP and that
WE shouldnt touch it either.
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That was theFIRST red flag. But it gota
whole lo+ WORSE.

He said there was a ?re-H)' 3005 chance we'd see
some stingrays underwater. He said i+ wa©K o
Houch their fins but we should keep our thumbs
away from their mouths, because +¥\e7l can mistake
+hem for food and bite them clean of f.

Then he said the sﬁhsrays' ails are poisonous, so
we should Probably wartch out ford HOSE, +oo.




The caprtain wasn +tF INISHED, -H\ous}\ He
said there were a bunch oomER-l'\\ihss we
needed 4o look out for. Then he showed us what
eVery'H\ihs |ookeJ like on a b'f) d\ar‘t

4 A PELIGRO |
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There was some scary stoff on that ‘H’\ihs, but it
wash+ ‘I'}\eBIGGEST creatures -H\ﬁ freaked me
out, it was theSMALLEST one. And that was
+he BOX JELLYFISH.
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T saw this show called “World’s Mos+ Venomous
Creatures,” and -H-\ey had the box Jellyfis}\ at
+he top of the list. T you get stung 57' one,

your Neart can stop, and then you're pretty
muc‘\ fihishec}.

WORLD'S MOST VENOMOUS |
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T told Mom T didn't think it was worth risking
death just 4o see a goldfish in the wild. T +hink
she could tell T was worried, but she wouldn+ let
me of £ the hook that easy.

She said T just needed to get in the water long
ehoush o take one fam’ly picture and then T

could get back in the boat.
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Mom still warvted that photo for the Christrmas
card, and T could tell she wasn't gonna take “no”

for an answer.

T +old Mom T'd stay in just long ehoush for
ONE peture, and if someone BLINKED, that
was just +ous¥\ luck. She asreed, and then we got
in the water one by ore. T was the last person in.
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The captain couldnt figure out how o work Morm's
camera, and he was -ha\kihff OREVER.

T really didn't like the feeling of not kinowing
whatt was swimming underneath me, so T +ook o
‘)eek underwater. T'm slad T did, because i+ was
cchall kind of AMAZING. T cobd e why
people liked snorkelihs and scuba divihs so rmuch.




A bis school of blue and green fish surrounded
me, and the fish were Jar'ﬁhs all over the ‘>|ace X
chahsihs directions two times a second.

At first T thought it waCOOL, but +hen
T realized that +his is how animals behave when
-H\ey’re +r>lih3 1o avoid PREDATOR,

T didn't see any sharks underwater, so T started
scanning the surface forF INS,

The caprtain fiha"y Fisured out Mom's camera and
was recdy +o take our picture, but T was a|ready
swir-w-ihs for the boat.
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Just then, a sea horse swam rish+ in front of

my mask, and it sur‘)n'sed me. My snorkel Ji??ed
bereath the surface, and T dcciJeh-hally +ook a
HUGE gulp of water. And T'm 95% sure that T
swallowed the sea horse alondW/TTH.

Now T was in a full-blown pani. T+Hink T
r-i3¥\+JVe qdwllyDRO\A/NED if the caprtain
}w\dh? ?u“ed me up into ‘ﬂ\e boat.




Ohceiwasahboard,]:cous\\eclu‘)alo‘rof

worter but no sea horses.

Mom climbed aboard +o find out what was wrong.
She could see T wasn+ lookihs ) sood, and she
+old the caprtain we should 9° back 4o +the resort
so T coud gt checked out by a doctor. After
eVery{)ody else climbed in, we headed back.

The ride was rea||7 d‘°\’?)" and if T hadnt
ALREADY been sick, that would ve dore i+

We made 3ood time, and the ca?‘haih Jroﬂ)ed uS
of f at the dock.
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He had already called ahead 4o +the resort’s
doctor, who was waiting for us. When T old kim

what had \\dweheé, T ‘ﬂ\ous\ﬁ foSURE he
was gonna send me to the hearest hosprtal +o get

my stomach X—raye&.

But he checked me out and said T seemddiK.
Then he told me i+ wasn'+ very |ike|7' T swollowed o
sea horse and T'd be ?erfec-Hy fire.

T really didn't ke how casual this 9y was being
about the whole +Hh3. Tn fact, he seemed a lot
more corcerned with Mom and Dad than he did
with ME.
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“The doctor ook a look at them and said i+
looked like 'ﬂ\ey were seasick. Then he gove +hem
each a pil and said ‘H\ef& feel better after ‘H\e)'
got a litHle rest.

Al T can say is, if ahff\\ihs hawehs +o me later
on, T ho?e +his doctor knows he had a charce 4o
DO sar-eﬂ\ihs about it, but DIDN'T.

Mom and Dad found a few empty lounge chairs b}/
the ‘Jool, and we sat down 4o rest.
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But then the Director of Fun came ‘H\rous‘\ with
a cohga line, and he tried +o get us to join.

J 4
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He couldn't +ake a hint, -ﬂ\ous\\, and ke‘ﬂ' drdihs
our area. But he s+o‘>‘>e& cold when he noticed
something in Mahhy's pail.




T+ looked +toME like a clear Plasﬁc bds -ﬂoaﬁhs
in the water. But the Director of Fun lifted the
‘)ail o take a closer look.

T turred out it wasn't a plastic bag ALL. T+
was a JELLYFISH. And ho+J'us+ANY
Je"y\[ish , either. S BOXJe“yfish.

I+wa
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“The Director of Fun ran to the nearest lifeguard,
who started Howihs her whistle. Then all the
other |i-fe3uards started blowihsmEIRS. And
you have never seen so many people get ot of a
pool so FAST.
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My family decided i+ might be a good idea for us
+o get out of there, +oo.

Onour way back o the room, we noticed that
Rodrick wasn+ with us. Mom ‘I'}\oush‘f he ?robnﬂy
sruck of f 4o hang out with that girl, but when
we went +o the Teen Zone, he wasn'+ there.

That's when we realized hobocly had seen Rodrick
ina WHILE. Tn fact, T didn+ remember him
being on the boat ride back from the reef. And
nerther did Mom or Dad.
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That meart he was sHIOUT there.

So we ran back 4o the dock as fast as we could.
Our boat was already out on another trip, but
Mom talked 4o the vy who o\xrdd'ed +he banana
boat and +old him what ‘\q??e\'\e&. We climbed on
board +the s?eeéboﬁ, and he took us to the reef.

Sure ehoush, we found Rodrick exac-Hy where we
lef+ him. He wasALIVE, but he was as red as

o LOBSTER.
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When we got back to the resort, the doctor
said Rodrick had sun poisoning and needed +o
drink lots of water and get some rest. Thenhe
gave Mom a botle of aloe o \\elP Rodrick with
h’s burn.

But the aloe didn+ really seem to M? Rodrick.
Mom sent Dad 4o the store o find some'ﬂ\ihs Hhat
would, and we spent Hhe rest of the NSH +akih3
Hurns rubbing popsicles on Rodrick’s back.
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Friday

The next morhing, Dad went out o get another
box of ‘>o‘>sic|es, and he came back with some
rews. He said 'ﬂ\ey had drained the whole podl +o
find the jellyfish, and they were just starting fo
refil i+. But i+ would be threDAYS before it

was ready o use.
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T ‘H\ous‘\‘l‘ it would be smart for us 4o hide out in
+he suite for the rest of the trip, because ‘>eo‘>|e
woulJ be |ookih5 -For -H\e -Farvﬂyw‘\o ruihed eVerybon
else’s Vacartion. But Mom said we weren't gonna

s?ehJ +he rest of our time indoors.
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She +old Dad he should +ake Mahhy 4o the Pirate
Playylace, and she told me o see what activities
were Vlahhe& in the Tween Zore.

T didnt rea||7 want fo go back out there, but T
guess it was better than risking another run-in
with the svi&er.

T wentt down 4o the “Tween Zore, hoping the
ac’hVHy m’s\ﬁ be a video gpme competition or
something like that. But the counselor was
rouh&ihs everyore up to ‘JlafrENNIS.

At first T thought about turming around, because
T wasn'tin the mood to get all sweaty.
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Then T remembered that Rowley Plays tennis at+
his courvtry club, and T thought it might be fun
for me 1o learn s0 the 4wo of us could hit some balls
around over the summer.
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The counselor who was organizing +he game was

named Rodn'so, and \\e +ook us over +o -‘I'\\e
“Fennis courts.




T ‘I'\\ous‘\‘l‘ Ro&nso was soihs +o $‘|‘d7’ and teach
us how o Pl"‘)" But the second we were all through
the gate at the tennis court, e OCKED .
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That's when T realized +these “activities” were

J'us+ a way Yo get kids out of +heir ?dreh‘i's’ hair
for a few hours.

“The tennis court was a ganCAGE, and we were
basica“y in prison for the next hour and a half.
And we couldn't even Pl‘“)' tennis anyway, because
Rodrigo didn't leave us with ahﬁACKETS.
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He did leave us wH'\'BALLS, -ﬂ\ous‘\. ﬂ\em rust
have been +hree hundred of them in a basket in
+he middle of +he court. At first, kids started
playing catch, but i+ didn'+ take long for it 4o
turn into a gant free-for-all.

who didn* wanna get hit in the face with a tennis
ball. But all that did was make FARGETS.

So we started -fisHihﬁACK Someboéy -l"‘isure&
out how 4o turn on the ball machine, and we used
it 4o defend ourselves.
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T'mrever on the winning side of this kind of thing,
and T gotta say, it was adw“/ a lot HUN.
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But then eVery'H\ihs came to a Screechihs hal+.
Ore of the kids who was in the conga line +he &ay
before recoshizeJ me and +old everyone it wd¥lY
fqus faut -ﬂ\ey had 4o drain the pool.
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T exvlaihecl o everyone +hat it was all a bis
accident and that my litHe bro‘H\erJus-f wanted a
J'eﬂyfish as a pet. But T guess these uys were
mad about the ‘>oo| srtuation, and +}\e7 were
}mwy +o have someone +o blare.
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Thad +o ge‘lOUT of there, but the 3a+e was
locked. Soﬂ\eohly way Fo go over it was +o

CLIMB.

Tn ‘ﬂ\ys ed at Sd\ool, T canteven 3e+ vp -H\e
rock wall they have in the gym. But row that my
life was on ﬂ\e line, 1 sca|eJ ﬂwrl‘ ferve like I
was SPIDER-MAN.
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After T deared the ferce, T ran o the
counselors’ buHihs to get hel‘a. But Rodriso was
Fotally USELESS.

T didn't feel safe outdoors anymore, so T ran
back 4o our buﬂdihs.
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EVerybody in my famﬂy was in the sute when T

We were kind of in a bad s?o+. T didnt wanna
leave +the room, and Rodrick couldn+ be out in the

sun ahyway.

Mom said my‘{)e we should call of f the trip and
head back hore a Jay early. But Dad said we paid
alotof money for this trip and he refused 4o leave
+he resort untl we had at leasOINE decent meal.

Nore of vs warted 4o eat at an outdoor
restaurant because of the stupid birds. And we
couldn+ eat ot the 3o|1[ clubhouse, because we
didnt have the clothes for it.
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Just then, there was a loud crash on the other
side of ‘ﬂ\e room.

The big surtcase +hat be|oh5ed 4o samebody else
was split open on +he floor. And there were
clothes EVERYWHERE.

Whoever this sutcase belohse& 4o mustVe been a
{ar-ﬂy Just like us, because there were clothes in all
different sizes.

But -H-\ey weren+ just beach clothes. There were
also the kind of dlothes you'd wear o church or a
hice restauvrant.
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T looked at Dad, and T could +ell he was
-H\ihkihs what T was -H\ihkihs: These clothes were
our ticket o getting into the sol-F clubhouse.

Mom said she didn't fee! right about wearing
someone else’s clothes. But Dad said that after we
were Johe usihs -H\em, we'J Pack eVery-H\ihs back
up and make sure the sutcase got to the far-ﬂy it
be|oh3ed o.

T +hink that made Mom feel better, so we
started frying things on. “The only person who
coddn find clothes that fit waRODRICK.

But Mom said he needed o $+o\7' covered vp from
+he sun anyway, so she gave him a robe and a shirt

+o ?u+ onover it.




T gotta say, when we stepped out of our
bulding, we looked ?re-H>5|-|ARP. Rodrick’s
outfit even worked in its own way.
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We walked toward the clubhouse, and T ke‘ﬂ' my
eyeou+for any fweens who might recognize me. But
we made it 1o the restavrant without ah7' run-ins.
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THIS Hire, -H\ey let us in. And T had +he best
meal T Ve eaten in my whole life.

After we finished dessert, none of us really
wanted 4o head back o the room. So we had a
l+He fun on the putting green first.




The truthis, my far-ﬂ)NEVER hasa sood time
+ose+\\er. Sofora second there T could kind of see
how this {amﬂy vacartion +hing is supposed 4o work.

But what T've learned is that ho‘ﬂ'\ihs sood

ever LASTS. A securi+7' suarJ drove vp to the
putting greenina 9o cart, got out, and said we
needed 4o come with him.

When Dad asked hirWHY, the security sunrd
said that another -Far-ﬂy at the restavrant had
re?or‘l'ed us for wearing et CLOTHES.
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For a second, we didn+ know what o do. Then T
remembered what T learned back atthe airport—
when Hefﬂeys getin +rovble, HemfﬂeyRUN.

T gotinthe driver’s seat of the security 3"’)"5
solf cart, my far-ﬂy Vﬂed in, and we +ook off,
|eavih3 'H\e secun‘l'y suard in our dust.

But it turns out that a golf cart makes a lousy
getaway car, es?edally it you're climbing WILL.

%e securrfy 300\\’4 caus*ﬁ* vp er\ us less 'H\ah
a minute later, and T dontthink he even
broke a sweat.
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He made uvs 9 back +o our room and hand the
surtcase over to the fam‘ly it belonged +o. We also
had 4o return the clothes we were wearing, and T
gotta say, it wasn+ our proudest moment.
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Persomlly, T think the embarrassment should've
been punishmentENOUGH. But the security
suarcl said that thef+ isn+t olerated atthe
resort and we had +o ?ack our bass and leave the
grounds immediately.

Dad tried o explaih whaREALLY ’m??ehed X
but 4his guy wasn't in a listening mood. And once
we had all our stff \Mcke&, he drove us 4o the
airport HIMSELF.

When we got o the airport, Dad went 4o our
airline’s customer service desk and told them we
needed 4o 1"]7' hore a &\7’ early.
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But the customer service |aJ7l said that all the
flights for the Jay were sold out, and we were
Just gonna have 4o wait unl +hNEXT evening
‘o -ﬂy hore.

That was a ?roblem, because we didn+ have
ahyw}\ere +oSTAY for the hi3¥\+.

Dad called the airport hotel, and -ﬂxey said there
was oh|7l one room available. So we spent +he last

NSH' of our vacation in a -h'hy room. And T had
o share a bed with Rodrick, who was sﬁcky from

Po\as«'cle Juxe.




Saturday

W\\eh we woke vp n -ﬂ\e momihs, I fisured we
were in for a long ddy. Our ﬂ:s}ﬂ' wash+ undil
8:00 Py and there was hoﬂ\ihs Yo do at
+he airport. But at breakfast, Mom and Dad
sar‘an'sed us.

’ﬂ\c)' said we were gonra 38ACK+0 +he resort
for the Jay.

Mom and Dad had +alked i+ over the NSH' before,
and nerther one of them liked the way things had
ended. 'ﬂ\ey decided -H\ey warvted +o have a “do
over” and leave on a Hsh note.

Mom said the mos+ impor-tarct 'ﬂ\ihs was that we

get that famﬂy pcture. She said she krew the
PERFECT spoton +he beach, and as soon as we got
+o +he resort we were gonna head $+raish+ Hhere.
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T -H\ous\ﬁ +he whole -H\ihs was a crazy idea,
because T didn't see how we were even gonha get
past +he front desk. But Dad said he had a Vl‘m'
and he'd Hell us what i+ was when we got Hhere.

We +ook the free shuttle back o the resort,

and we watched that video agpin. T realized the
reason everything looked s UNwas because they
never showed any actuFAMILIES.

When we got off Hhe bus, Dad +old vs his master
‘:lqh +o sneak onto the Vro?eﬁy. And T gotta
say, it wash+ rea||7 +hat impressive.
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Butit ac+un||7WORKED. Orxe we got past
+he |oH>>', we went Fo the ?ool area. There wasn+
anyone swimming, because 'H“)' were sl filing it.

We qu’ckly found out where eVeryohELSEwas—-
down at the beach. But it was so crowdetl, ho ore
looked like -H\ey were \\avihs athN.




Mom warvted to get the famly picture, but she
didn+ want other people in +he shot. So we went
4o the sand dunes, where hobo&y else would be in
the background.

But that's where we ran into Rodrick’s girifriend.

T fett kind ofBAD for Rodrick, ESPECTALLY
after Mom asked the girl o take our picture with

her camera.




T'mnot sure we're gonra be able o use the ?\\o‘l'o
as our Christmas card anyway, sihce Mom usw\lly
likes everyone to beSMILING in those.

After the 'de'l)' picture was ot of the way,
we went back down to the beach. Rodrick was
suking, but +he rest of us haFUN.
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We worked up an a‘>‘>e-h'+e, and we were reaJy

4o eat. The ?roblem was, the security suar& had
+aken our room keys when he kicked us out of the
resort. So we couldn+ adw“}PAY for ahﬁ\\iha.

A fqr-ﬂy in one of the cabanas had some lef+over
pizza and fries. So we used what we learned from

+he birds and }\el‘xd ourselves o some food.
e = —--—- = | — I
.\"‘H. PR
L 1 SRR A
— HE‘--.;-:‘__
CHgy
o ﬂéﬂﬁﬁe CHEL,
5 sQUAWK il
SOUAL
paf CHOMp

HOP JE o™ CHEW

After that, Dad said we needed +o start heading
back. Mom warrted +o get a few more pictures at
+he sand dunes before we lef+, so we went Hhere.
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But T think we Pushe& our luck,, because we ran
into some OTHER ?eovle we knew.

The second that famﬂ?/ Saw uS, -H\ey ran off, and
T krew -H\ey were gonha report us o security. So

we lef+ the scene as fast as we could.

T dont know where thiREST of ry famﬂy
went, but T headed +oward thBEACH. T
figured there were so many people there, T could
Just blend in. But when T saw a security 3uard
running toward me, TPANICKED.
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T ran into the water and swam o the area where
the windsurfers were. T had no idea how 40SE
one of -H\ose -I'Hhss, bt T H\ous}ﬂ' rt was "'7'
only shot at escaping,

T goton +he board, then Pu“ed +he sail vp
out of the water. And as sooh as the sal was
vpright, T startedMOVING.

T fourd ou++\\ewa7+o s*feerﬂ\eﬂ\ihs was 57'
pulling on the big handle that ran across the sall.
T figured as long as T was headeAWAY from
+he beach, T was Joih@K.
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'“\eh a bis 3us+ of wind causH‘ -H\e sail, and I
didn't have enough strengith o steer it the way
T wanted i+ o 90 T was movihBASTahJ

Pickihs vp sVeeJ.

U? ahead, there were some buoys +Hhat marked a
ro?ed—off area of the water. T Pu"ed back on
+he handle with all my m's‘\‘l’, but T couldn+ avoid

+he ropes.

T guess Hhere mustve been a fin on the bottom of
the windsurfer, because something got caught on
a rope. And when it did, the whole thing ited
over and s‘>|as¥\e<} into the water.
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T Hried o stand the sail back up, but it
was hard 4o do it in the c\\o‘nw warter. Then
something brushed by rv?LEG, and TFROZE.

“wo seconds later oF IN aﬂ)eqreé, and then
anather, and another. T was com‘>|e+e|7l
surrouhded, and T -H\oush'l' T was about o
become lurch for a school of sharks.




That's when T realized T was in tHROLPHIN
enclosure. T was so haﬂ)y that T forgot all
abouthow T gt there.

But whena security boat ?ulled vp alongside me, it
brous\\-r me back 4o realHy.

T gove up on windsurfing and swam for shore.
But the beach was a lot lesEROWDED than T
remembered it {)eihs a few minutes before.

210



T found ortWHY when T got there. Td
acheh-I'd"y crossed over 4o thawILD SIDE.
And Hhose guys didn’t look oo happy o see a kid
with a camera on their PrMﬁe beach.

Now securr*y suards were coming at me from every
direction, and T hightaled it out of +here. T+
wasn+ Just +Hhe securi+7' Suards who were after
e, -ﬂ\ous}\ I+ was 'H\QSUI\BATHERS, “oo.

win, T g T o WA

RXRER
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T sPrihﬁed across the sand into the pool area,
which looked a lot like the one IR side, ohly
+the pool hadWATERn .

Thada ‘mck of people n'sH behind me. So T
Jum?eJ over a stone wall and +ook cover in a
duster of bushes.

When T Pus}\ed +)nrou3}\ 4o the other side, T
-H\ous\ﬁ T was in the clear. But then T came
smack up against thewALL.
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There was aHOLE in +his part of the wall,
and 7/00& never believe who was on the other side
of it.

l q

T got my famﬂy s attention and told them T
reeded hel‘a.
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Then T put my -fihsers inthe hole o -h'y +o ‘>u||
-H\e boar& loose. Ddd ?ushed from ‘H\e o‘ﬂ\er siJe,
and the wall adwlly o‘>ehed a crack. But i+ wasnt
bis ehous\\ for me to Squeeze ﬂ-\roush.

T could hear the security guards on their walkie-
talkies n's‘\-l' on 'ﬂ\e oﬂ\er side of ‘H\e bushes,
and T knew it was Just a matter SECONDS
before they found re.

So T +ried climbihsup +he wall, but T couldn+
geta foothold. Then T saw Rodrick 5EAD Pop
over the +o\7. He reached out his hdh&, and T
Jum?ed to 3rab it. He started o haul me vp) and
T -H\ousH T rv-'sH ac-lwlly make it.

But thena seVeh-lesseJSPIDER crawled out of
Rodrick’s bathrobe and down my arm, and T lost

m7' sﬁ‘).
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When T kit the srth, T 'H\ougH T was dore
for. But then the section of the wall T was
+r>/ih3 +o se-l' oVer came crashih@O\h/N. T

was lucky T didnt get crushed 57' +he s+arn‘>e&e
pouring in from the Mild Side.




We +ook aJvaMuse of all the confusion and made
our way to the exit. “There was  security stution

ot the side of the resort, and the ohl)' reason we
were able to slip past the 3uards was because of all
the craziness going on over atthe Wid Side podl.

Orce we were of f the Pro?er’ry, we ﬂasaed down a
cab and asked the driver o take us +o the air‘)or'-h

We hit some turbulence on the 1'-1-3‘\‘? back, but
after eVererhs ELSE we‘d been ‘H\rous}\ ,d

l+He roush air didn+ even faze me.
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Sunday

T+'s been a few Jays since we made it back home,
and Mom's qlready workihs on the V}\o‘{'o album. And
fromthe ?idures, you'd +hink we had o 3rea+ time.

But any chance of us ever 9onBACK 1o Hhe
resort s com‘>|e+e|>/ gore. T went on the website
+o show Rowley where T spent my Christras
vacation, and there was a bis piture of my famﬂy
on the hore page.

T colldn’+ read the words that went with it, but
T'm ‘>re++7l sue T got +he sehcral idea.

identidad de las personas en |a fote de arriba.
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Greg HefHey and his family are getting out of bown.

With the cold weather and the streas of the approaching holiday
season, the Heffleys decide to escape to a tropical lsland resort
tor some much-needed rest and relasation. A few days in
paradise should do wonders for Greg and his frazzled famiky.

But the Hetfleys soon discover thal paradise lan't everything
it's cracked up to be. Sun poisoning, stomach troubles, and

venomous critbers all threaten to ruln the Family's vacstion Can
their trip be saved, or will this island geteway end in disaster?

READ THEM ALL!
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